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ils now ſo long ſince 
the Compiling the Book 
of Homilies, that it is no won- 
der the People ſhould be fo 
generally prejudiced as we find 
they are againſt them. 

When they are read in our 
n {uch Times as 
the Rubrick directs, and in 
{uch a Manner as 1s enjoin'd 


by the Canons, without adding caxon 


to or gloſſing upon them, tis ea- 49- 
ſie to perceive a great Coldnels 

and Uneaſineſs in the — 2 

gation, and there are very few 
| who give that Reverence and 
1 Attention which is due to 
C»! carn=_ 
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Ibe PREFACE. +» 
the Authority of ſuch Dif 
— aſhes this general A 

The Ca A- 
verſion to them, is to be aſcri- 
bed in a great Meaſure to the 

Alteration which has been 
made in our ſince 
the Times they were writ 
in; not only the Words, but 
the manner of Expreſſion, and 
all the Way and Method of | 
Preaching, is very different now 
from what it was in that Age, 
and there having been a new 
Tranſlation of the Bible ſince 
thole Times, the Scriptures 
themſelves, which in our Ho- 
milies are quoted from the for- 
mer Verſion, muſt needs found 
harſh and uncoath to thoſe 
who are accuſtomd only to 
the new One. 

There 1s one thing to be ob- 
ferv'd as to the Subjects upon 

which 
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tien, that are neither ſo 
„ nor all of them ſo well 
choſen as they might be for the 

Uſe and Neceſſities of the pre- 
ſent Age; the Thirty Fifth 
Article of our Church ſays ve- 
rightly of them all, That 
contam a Doctrine neceſſa- 
for thoſe Times in which 
they were written, which be- 
ing in the Reign of Edward 
the Sixth, (for then the Firſt 
Book of Homilies was {ct forth, 
and the Second Book was ſup- 
ſed tobe penn d) the Church 
has other ſort of Enemies to 
contend with now, than it had 
at that Time. | x 
Our Controverſies then were 
almoſt wholly againſt the 
Churchof Rome, whole Yoak 
we had juſt ſhaken off; but 
now we are infeſted on all 
| A 3 Sides, 


4 


| The PREFACE. 

Sides, not only with the Pa- 
fiſts, but with thole likewiſe 
who ftrike at the very Founda- 


tions of Mriſtianity it {elf ; one 
may ſafely affirm it, That there 
is not now {o much Peril. of 
Idolatry amongſt us, as there 
is of Athe:ſm, Deiſm, or So- 
cinianiſm. We have allo in- 
numerable Sects that are Ene- 
mies either to the Doctrine or 
Diſcipline of our Church, one 
of which ſprung up within 
the Memory of Man, and now 
increasd or ſupported by in- 
credible Numbers, is it ſelf a 
Complex of almoſt all the an- 
cient Errors and Hereſies. 

As therefore in the beginning 
of the Reformation, it was ve- 
ry 3 and ſeaſonable to 
compole Homilies upon the ſe- 
veral Points that were then in 
Controverſie between us 2 


The PREFACE. 
the Church of Rome, that ſo 
the People might ſee what juſt 
Reaſon we had to depart from 
that Communion, ſo in theſe 
Times we now live in, there 
are other Subjects no leſs uſe- 
ful and neceſſary, in order to 
expoſe and refute the Errors 
of our {ſeveral later Adverſa- 
ries, and to prevent the grow- 
ing Miſchiefs of thoſe Diviſi- 
ons, which were too * 
& us, an 
Emiffaries of the Roman See : 
Theſe — — be 
an unequal Match for thoſe o 
the 2 in the Way 4 
Writing and Diſputing, were 
reſolved to break in Pieces 


by Diſcord and Animoſities. 
lt were therefore to be wiſh- 
ed that the Book of Homilzees 
were reviſed by Authority, that 
A4 proper 


The PREFACE. 
pro Alterations might be 
| e, and {uch new Ones ad- 

dd, 28 might beſt ſuit the Cir- 
cumſtances and Occafionsof the 
| preſent Times, it would cer- 
Tainly be very proper r 


one u 1 
Schi ſi NN. another 12 
Hypocriſe, the crying fe 
_ Sins of the Age we live 
2 n, from 3 1 the 12 
to be more en rd, than 
from any Miſchiefs we need 
fear 1 other Quarters. 

As for the Homile th that 2 


written expreſly 
Church of , 1 in- 
deed ſufficiently diſcover the 
Errors and — 14 of that 
Church, and the Arguments 
they produce, have Weight and 
Strength enough to convince a- 
hu realonable Man of the Ne- 


cellity 


The PREFACE 
munion, yet it cannot be de- 
ny dd, that even theſe are capa- 
ble of being improved to much 

greater Advantages; for though 
the Corruptions of that Church 
are the ſame, or rather greater 

and more eftabliſh'd than they 

were in the Reign of Edward 
the Sixth, State of the 

= erſie between them 
IF 


ſince that Time, and 

has managed on both 
Cloſeneſs of Reaſoning. (Wit- 
nels the ſeveral Learned Tracts 
that were Written in the Reign 
of King James II.) ſo that there 
is no doubt, but that a Sum- 
mary Collection of the beſt 
Arguments that have been 
— Church of Rowe) 

ders the Church of Ron 


* firſt compos'd and publiſh'd, 


The PREFACE. 
would give much greater Satis- 
Eon to our People, to ſe- 
cure them from returning to 
her' Communion , than any 
thing that was written in the 
beginning of the Reformation. 

But I know it is commonly 
ſaid, That to make any fuck 
Alterations or Improvements 
of our Homilies, as it might 
draw ill Conſequences * 
it, fo tis altogether a needleſs 
Work , the End being now 
ceas d for which they were at 


they were deſignd to ſuppl 
the Defect of good Preach, 
which was too notorious at 
the Beginning of the Reforma- 
lion, the Church was then juſt 
recovering her ſelf out of the 
dark Miſts of Popeſh Ignc- 
rance, which it had been over- 
{pread with for many Ages, the 
* Clergy 


The PREFACE. 
Clergy, who were to inſtruct 
others, did very much wantto 
be inſtructed themſelves in the 
moſt neceſſary Points of Doc- 
but now the Caſe is quite alte- 
red, there is great Plenty of 
good Preachers in all P 
and many excellent Volumes o 
Sermons are daily publiſh d, 
which may ſerve for as good 
Helps to thoſe who have not 
the Skill or Talent of Preach- 
ing, as any that ſhould be ſet 
forth by Authority, 

But this Argument rather 
proves, that there 1s no need 
of any Homilies at all, than 
that we ſhould not haveaBook 
of them more , and 
more adapted to the Uſes of the 
preſent Age. Tis plain, that 
th Parts of the Homzltes are 
not fo compleat, as was de- 

ſign d 


The PREFACE. 
d at the firſt Com 

«wy for at the end 97 5 
firft Part there follows a 
Promiſe, That there ſhould be 
more Sermons added upon ſe- 
veral Subjects, which were ne- 
ver yet extant among them, as 
agamſi Covetouſneſs, Envy, Ire, 
and Malice, with many other 
Matters , as well frutful 
neceſſary to. the edifym 


—_ - 
g of 
Chritian People, and the en 
creaſe Lung. 
that the preſent Age excells in 


Preaching any that ha 
* 2 it, * 542 


are Miniſters now- a- days who 
are able enough to compoſe 
Sermons for elves upon 
any. of thoſe profitable Su 
Jets that are not treated of in 
our Homilies, yet this is not 

univerſally true of all, or of 
ein a great 


"$ - 

: The PREFACE. 

a great Part of them: Were 
it fo, there would hardly be 
fo much Enco t as 
there is for Printingevery Year 
ſo many Volumes of new Ser- 
There are many Churches in 

England and Wales very mean- 
Iy provided for with Preach- 
ers, by Reaſon of the ſmall 
Encouragement there is of Al- 
lowance for ſupplying thoſe 
Cures. This MiChif we hope 
will in Time be redreſsd in a 
great Meaſure, by the late un- 

parallel d Benefaction of our 
ſoſt Gracious Queen : But 


. 
tenance belonging to them, 
if we could Rn. ſe that they 
always fell to the Lot of wor- 
thy Men, yet 'tis moſt cer- 
tain that Men may be Eminent 

| — —_ 


for thoſe Benefices that have a 
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in ſome Parts of Theological 
Learning, and yet be deficient 
in the Art of Preaching, at 
leaſt their Cures ny happen 
to be ſerved by thoſe that are 
fo : To Preach well, not only 
requires a good Stock of Divi- 
nity, of other uſeful 
Knowledge, but there muſt al- 
fo be a natural Genius to ac- 
commodate found Notions to 
gar, and fo to inſinuate into 
their Affections, as to move 
and perſwade them to embrace 
Truth, and to be in love with 
their Duty; for which Reaſon 
the Diſcourſes of ſome Learn- 
ed Men, as well as of the ig- 
norant, are oblerved to be of 
very little Uſe for the Ediſca- 
tion of the People. #4 
Where Men therefore are ei- 
ther under a Neceſlity of ma- 


king 


The PREFACE. 
king ule of other Mens Works, 
or where it 1s expedient they 
ſhould do ſo rather than of their 
own, tis certainly much ſafer 
for the Church, as well as more 
741 2 
they were lupply Aut 
ray, than thr they ſhould be 
at Liberty to make their own 
Choice: Homilies are a Stan- 
dard of ſound Doctrine, and 
a Man necds not be aſham d 
to read what 1s prepard and 
enjoin'd by our Ecclefraſtical 
Governours ; but where aCler- 
” 1s once found out by 
2 s Furiſbioners to have preach- 
ed to them the Sermons of any 
other Man, how Celebrated 
Joever, he is uſually as much 
aſham d of it himſelf, and is 
under as great Diſgrace with 
his Flock, as if he had been 
guilty of ſome notorious Theft, 
= 


be 
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or had really put the Cheat 
If nike enn 
p- 1gnt u 

that even ſome of the beſt 
ableſt Preachers, who would 
diſdain to repeat in their Pul- 
pits the Works of any private 
Author, and who are very di- 
ligent in _—_— for their 
own Uſe, are yet ſooften hin- 
derd in their Studies by Bo- 
dily 1 or by their 
neceſſary Attendance upon o- 
ther Parts of their — or 
they have ſo little Time for 
ing Sermons, t the 
too frequent Returns of that 
Duty upon them, that they 
would be willing enough to 
rehearſe to their People a good 
— i 45 
Authori 3 1 W 

wy 888 ſo 
y and fo honourably re- 


hevd. But 


The PREFACE. 
But are not the Homilies we 
have at preſent very fit for that 
rome ? Tis certain they were 
d at the Time when they were 
written; it is ſuppos d Biſhop 
Juel had a hand in compoſing 
them, and though the reſt of 
the Authors are not known, vet 
it is generally allow id. that they 
were ſomeof the moſt Eminent 
Preachers of that Age; they are 
many of them upon the moſt 
uſeful Subjects, and equal any 
thing that has been ſince writ- 
ten upon the ſame, both for 
ſoundReaſoning and proper To- 
picks of Perſwaſion; one may 
with a little Pains diſcover in 
many of them, a rich Vein of 
good Senſe, Learning and Piety, 
but all this lies under ſo great 
Diſadvantages of Language and 
Method, that the People are not 
to them, they 
a would 


eaſily reconcil'd 


The PREFACE. 
would be apt to think veryhard- 
ly of their Paſtor, if (as it is al- 
low'd by our Rubricł, Articles 
and Canons) he ſhould now and 
then give a Homily inſtead 
of a Sermon. 1 
But to ſhew that their Preju- 
dicesare not ſo well grou | 
imagine they are, I have 


t 
_endeavour'd in the following 
Diſcourſes, to recover ſome of 


thoſe Homilies that are uponthe 
moſt uſeful and moſt 8 
Subjects, from ſuch Defectsand 
Imperfections as are incidental 
totheir Antiquity; a — 
rence ought ro be pay d to them, 
as they are the Firſt Fruits of 
the Reformation, the moſt anci- 
ent Remains we have of the 
Principles and Doctrines of 
thoſe worthy Martyrs, who 
laid down their Lives for the 
Eſtabliſhment of — ” 


The PREFACE. 
andif they are foundin thenew 
Dreſs they appear in, to contain 
as good Rules and Directions for 
Holy Living, as any modern 
Compolures of the ſame kind, 
it is to be that Men who 
are convinc d of this, will havea 
more favourable Opinion of the 
authentick Homilies themſelves, 
and by their grave and ſerious 
ent at the reading of 

them in our Churches, they will 
induce others to be the more at- 
tentive to them, that ſo in Time 
it may come to be a Reflection 
upon the Underſtanding of the 
Hearers, and not upon the Ho- 
milies, if they do not meet with 
that Reſpect and Veneration 
which 1s juſtly due to them. 
lam very fcalible, that were 
there more or greatet Blemiſſi- 
— 

confirm 


confirm'd by the Authority of 

our Church, they muſt ſtand as 

they are till the ſame Authori- 

ty thinks fit to alter them, we 

are forbidden (as I hinted be- 

fore) by the 49th Canon, to add 
0 


to or gloſs uponthem, but this is 


meant only when we read them 
in Publicł, otherwiſe as for pri- 
rate Uſe, I ſee noReaſon why we 
may not take the ſame Liberty 
with them as others have done 
with our Articles and Liturgy, 
of paraphraſing or enlarging, or 
uſing any other ſuch Ways and 
Methods as may make them 
better underſtood by the Peo- 
ple, and more ſerviceable to 
their Edification in Faith and 
Holineſs: This being the 7 54 
e the foflowang Det 
urles.,, I ſhall trouble the 
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DISCOURSE L. 
Of PRAYER 


Er k. vi. 18. 
Praying always with all Pray 


er and Supplication m the 
Spirit, and watchmg 3 
_ unto with all Per ſeverance. 


RAYER is a Duty of that 


great Concern to a Chriſtian, 
_ That we cannot be too often ad- 


Discourss I. 
lous and devout Exerciſe of it. *Tis 
the Condition or Means which God has | 


—4 
pport our Liſe, 


very often does fo without 
for his own Glory, 


| Luk. xxil. 
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Discourss I. 

< into the Preſence of God, and trouble 
him with a Rey ion of his Wants 
© or trivial Concerns? Is not the diſtance 
ly greater and more awful, than that 
*of an carthly Prince above his meaneſt 
Vaſſals ?: F 

This Argument of theirs was long 


$t.4mbroſe ſince fully anſwer d by one of the Fa- 


r 
ately ſhews the Weakneſs and Falſchood 
of it. For tho' it looks like State in the 
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for another, Jam. 3. 16. 


them. 


Pray one 


will hear 


[Rin 


1 


whoſe Merits they 


and t 


Name, 
are to be 


beareſt vial, 65. 2. 


Prayer, 


hrough 


e offerd up. Thou that 


14 


Jam. 4. 3 


Dis couxs EI. 9 
Prayer, ſays David, unto thee ſhall all © 
Fleſh come. 

I proceed now to the Second Inquiry, 


What Thungs or Perſons we are to pray 


The Promiſe indeed ſeems to be ab- 
ſolute, that whatever we ask of the Fa- 
ther in the Name of Chriſt, he will give 
it us. But yet this Condition is neceſ- 
ſarily imply d, that we ask ſuch things 
as are fitting for God to grant, and for 
us to receive of him. If we are not 
careful of this, tis no wonder if our 
Petitions are rej Te ask and re- 


ceive not, ſays St. James, becauſe ye ask 


amiſs, 


that ye may conſume it upon your 


41 8 1 
* * Y 


Of PRATER. 
And ſhall not the Judge of all the 
3 World think himſelf as much concern'd 
for Right and Equity ? He that ſhall put 


up any Petition to him, that is not eve- 


228 to the Eternal Rules 
of Righteouſneſs, can no other, 
but that his Prayer will be turned into Sin, 
1 and will bring down upon 

; vich prÞnics df God's Wand cad Vous 
ance. The Glory of God ought to be the 
chief end and aim of all the Prayers that 


be abſolute, and ſent up to his Heaven- 


3 
F - 
- 
4 
7 
. 01 
44x 
* * 
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we ſubmit all to his Will and Pleaſure, 


2 ask them upon no other Terms, than 


as he thinks they are fitting for us. 


him the hea- 


15 
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Of PRATER 


diſcharge his Duty in the high Station 
God had him in; and for the 


good Choice he made in his Petition to 
God, he had what he ask 't for: And 
moreover, all thoſe other Temporal 
Bleſſings, were given him to that de- 


gree, that in them he exceeded all other 
Princes that were before or aſter him. 


But the Mother of Zebedees Children, 


when ſhe ask't our Saviour for her tuo 


Sons, the two chief Places in his King- 
dom, met with a Repulie and a Rebuke 
from him: For tho tis our Duty to ſeek 


and ask for God's Kingdom, yet an 


humble Chriſtian would be content with 


the loweſt Manſion in it. — 
Thus it is when good things are ask r 


out of an ill Principle and for bad Pur- 


poſes; Simon Magus was very delirous 


of the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt; he 
would have given the Apoſtles Mcney 
to have confer'd it upon him, but this 
was out of Covetouſneſs or Vain-Glory : 
He hoped to be admired, or to make 
great Advantages by the Miraculous 
Power and Operations of the Holy 
Spirit. 

This is therefore a ſure Rule for us in 
all our Petitions whatſoever, that we de- 
bas tobe: m— pro- 


more 


17 


18 Dis couss E I. 
mote his Glory, or is plainly conſiſtent 
with it. That we ask things good in 
themſclves, and for good Ends and Pur- 

ſes. 

F Thus far Prayer has been conſider d. 

as it relates to our own Neceſſities, ei- 

ther of Body or Soul; but the Duty is 
more extenſive than to be conſin d to our 
private Intereſts only. It reaches as ſar 
as Charity it ſelf, which gives us a Con- 
cern in the Welfare and Intereſts of all 

Mankind: Our Saviour, who was very 

and devout in the Exerciſe of 

this Duty, pray d not for himſelf alone, 
but for thoſe whom God had given him, 
for his own Diſciples eſpecially, and for 

Joh. 17- all thoſe who through their word, ſhould be- 

 #%  tieve on him. Neither did he reſt there, 

but he pray d for his Enemies, his moſt 
bitter and ＋ Enemies, at the ve- 

ry time that they were executing upon 
him, the utmoſt Act of = Rage and 

. Cruelty. Father forgive t or = 

34 4. T aa : 

In this he left us an Example that we 

ſhould follow his Steps, and pay Obedi- 

ence to the P he had before given 

Mat. 3. 44-us. I ſay unto you, love your Enemies; bleſs 

them that curſe you ; do good to them that 
| bate you; and pray for them which deſpite- 
ſally uſe you, and perſecute you, So 


Of PRATER. 
So that our Prayers muſt keep even 
Pace with our Charity, and this obliges 
us fo do good unto all Men, eſpecially to 
this who Gre of the Hhuſebold of Faith. 
So are we to pray for all Men; for Chri- 
ſtians and Friends in the firſt place, and 
then for our Enemies ; for thoſe who 
differ from us in Intereſts or Opinions. 
For Jews, Turks, Infadels and Hereticks ; 
in general, for all Mankind. 
St. Paul exhorts Timothy, That Sappli- 
cations, Pr „ Taterceſſons and giving 
of Thanks, made for all Men, 4 
Exception; but he gives the Preference 
in our Prayers, to Aings and all that are 
_ in Authority; to thoſe who are capa- 
ble of doing the greateſt Good and Ser- 
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tainly be, if they 
themſelves, both in Faith and Practice, 


there is an 


Dis counxsE I. 


And good reaſon there is, that parti- 
cular Prayers ſhould be made for the 
Miniſters of God's Church, ſince upon 
the Succeſs of their Labours, depends 
the Salvation of all Mankind. 

The Rule being fo plain in Scripture, 
that we are to pray for all Men, for 
Enemies as well as Friends; for thoſe 
that are without the Fold of Chriſt, as 
well as for thoſe within it : One would 
think Chriſttans ſhould be very well 
agreed as to what Perſons they are bound 
to pray for; and ſo they would cer- 
could all content 


to keep to that which is written. But 


prevails in the World, and which for the 


ſhew of Piety and Charity it carries in 


it, would mightily recommend it ſelf to 
all good Men, it God's Word would but 
warrant it, namely, that Prayers are to 
be made tor the Dead as well as for the 
Living. But the Holy Spirit has no 


where given us any Direction about it. 
And it appearing in the Goſpel, that 
there are but two States after this Life, 


one of Happineſs, the other of Miſery 


both of which are for Eternity, tis in 


vain to hope by any Interceſſions of ours, 
to 


Opinion which very much 
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to alter the poſitive Determinations and 

Decrees of God, to procure Eaſe or Re- 
freſhment, much leſs an intire Delive- 
rance, for thoſe whom he has ſhut up 
in the Priſons of Horrour and Darkneſs. 
The Preacher tells us LING. As the Tree 
falleth, in what place ſoever it be, there 
it lies; Intimating, that a Man's Con- 
dition after his Departure hence, is un- 
alterable. If the Blood of Chriſt will 
not avail for Mercy, o thoſe who dye 
Impenitent, how great_ a Preſumption 
is it for us ſinful Wretches to attempt it 


by our Prayers. Our Saviour Chriſt ex- 
horts us to agree with our Adverſary quick- yt. 25. 


ly, whilſt we are in the way, to make our 
Peace with God in this Life ; for if he caſt 
us into Priſon, there is nocoming out thence, 
till we have paid the utter-moſt Farthing : 
That is, there is no Poſſibility of Deli- 
verance out of it ; for if we are not able 
to ſatisfy the Juſtice of God for any one 
of our Sins, How is it poſlible for us to 
diſcharge our whole Debt. | 

Tis indeed pretended, that there is a 
middle State of ory, between Hea- 
ven and Hell; but tis meerly an Inven- 

tion of thoſe who ſeek their Advantage 
by it: There is no mention of any ſuch 
place in the Word of God, but the whole 


Eccl. 2. 3 


C 3 Tenour 
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Tenour of Scripture, and the Judgment 
of the Fathers, are againſt it. 
Our State of Purgation, is in this Life 
only; God ſends Afflictions and Tribu- 
lations upon his Servants, to try and 


ch 2. v.5. purifv them; Gold is tryed in the Fire, 


feb. 9,14. Jeſus. If we have Faith in bis Blood, the 


Condition better than it was at the Mo- 


ſays the Son of Sirach, and acceptable 
Men, in the Furnace of Adverfity; and 
in Strictneſs, nothing has any Power 
to cleanſe the Soul, but the Blood of 


Author to the Hebrews, tells us, it will 
purge our Conſciences from Dead Works, 
to ſerve the Living God. Let us there- 
fore take care to have our Souls cleanſed 
and purity'd from Sin, before we are 


called to the Judgment-Seat of God ; to 


which end, let us offer up fervent Pray. 


ers to God for our ſelves, and for all 
Men Living. But for the Dead, the 
Night 7s come upon them, in which, as 
our Saviour tells us, 2 Max can work : 
"Tis impoſſible for them to make their 


ment of their 


re; and tis in 


vain for us to attempt it for them, if 


they have done well, they are certainly 
gone into Lite Everlaſting, but if ill, 


they ſhall never ſee Life, but the Wrath of 


God abiderh for ever upon them. 
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ou 
this you wine | Power and Efficacy 
there is in Prayers, when offer d up to 
God for ſuch things or Perſons, and in 
ſuch a manner as they ought to be. 
We have not only the moſt gracious 
Promiſes made to this Duty, but in the 
Old Teſtament, we read of wonderful 
_ EffeQts that have proceeded from it. At 
Elijah's earneſt Prayer, God ſhut up the jam g. 13. 
Heavens, that no Rain fell upon the Earth 
by the ſpace of Three Tears and Six Months. 
Again, when he pra ow to God to re- 


4 that hea Rain, an the gment, the Heaven 
the Earth * forth 
=” 2 was ſur- 


ee 
his People 


of def againſt 
8 when he knew 
2 bis Eyes were upon God. . Chen 
He apply'd himſelf in Prayer to him, and 20. 12. 

God ſent Diviſion amongſt bis Enemies, ſo 
that every one belped to deſtroy another. 
We meet with many more Examples 
of the ſame nature, how Prayer has pre- 
vaild with God for Tem 
and Mercies. But the I 1 

fallibly certain, when it is in 
2 238 
4 


\ 


with no Diſappointment, unleſs we ask 


Sake or Man's. If we 


Discounss I. 


Graces. The Promiſes are then abſolute, 
Ask and ye ſhall receive ; we can meet 


in ſuch a way, as it is not ſuitable for the 
Majeſty of God to give ear to us. If 
Men approach the Throne of Grace, as 
tis roo common, when they petition for 
Spiritual things, with cold AﬀeQtions, 
and wandring Thoughts; when they are 
ſo indifferent, when they ſhew ſo little 
Regard to God or to his Gifts, How can 
they hope otherwiſe, but that God will 
diſdain and reject them: 

Our Saviour in the Goſpel, recom- 
mend to Our Imitation, the ortunt- _ 
ties ot the poor Widow, who weary d out 
her judge, and made him do her ſuſtice 
againſt her Adv ; tho otherwiſe he 
would not have done it, either for God's 
ake « hope for Succeſs in 
our Petitions, like her, we muſt not be 
diſcouraged with a few Denyals, but the 
more Obſtructions, or Difficulties we 
meet with, we muſt ſollicit our Buſineſs 
with ſo much the greater Earneſtneſs. 

_ Chriſt himſelf, tho he was ready to 
do all good Offices to all Men, yet he 
once thought fit to exerciſe the Faith and 


Blat. 15. Patience of the Woman of Canan. The 


22, 


firſt time ſhe offer d her Petition to him, 
ä a 
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Have Mercy on me, O Lord, thou Sou 
David. He anfecred her not 2 — 
« and when ſhe renew'd it again, Lord | 
bel me, he gave her ſuch an Anſwer, 
as moſt other Women would have taken 
for an Affront. It is not meet, ſays be, 
to take the Childrens Bread, and to caft it 
to Dogs. But ſhe made a better uſe of 
it, and took that nity, to ex- 
preſs the Senſe ſhe had of his Power and 
Brreatneſs, and of her own Unworthi- 
: neſs; by which means ſhe obtain d what 
ſhe ask't for her, and withal, a Grant at 
large, of whatever ſhe ſhould deſire. O 
Woman, great is thy Faith ; be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. 


13 
we ask of him; I 


aſſured, That Whatſoever we ask the Fa. 
ther in the Name of Chriſt, be will give 
it us. 


_— 
— 


nnn... 
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Of FASTING. 


Mar. ix. I5. 


And Jeſus ſaid unto them, Can 
the 55 dren of the Bride- : 
Chamber mourn, as long as | 
the Bride is withthem? 
But the days will ba” Ow F 
the Bridegroom ſball be ta- 
ken — them, and then 
ſhall they faſt. 


"W HE Life of Man depends intire- 
ly upon the Will of Almighty 
* God; he continues or withdraws 
it according to „ 

- When be taketh away our Breath we die, 
+ "a ad to our Duſt. = 


Of FASTING. 

time which God has allotted us here on 
Earth, we ought to look upon as a moſt 
precious Talent, entruſted with us, not 
not for Eaſe or Pleaſure, or trifling Bu- 
ſineſſes, but conſidering the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of it, we ſhould care- 
fully endeavour to improve every Mo- 


ment, e 


ties and religious Actions, as ma 
ſwer the great End and Deſign 
ting. <6d drone chats 08 (02 oghs- 


nem Creatures, 


This the Apoſtle reminds us of in the 
Epiſtle to the 


Workmanſhip, created Fu Chriſt Jeſus to 
good Works ; which God bath ordained, 
that we ſbould walk in them. The Dutics 


dw 4 


— * in Scripture, called 
Reer 
hey gh en Kug And we of the 
Reformed Religion, of the 
Church of England, do as ſincerely and 
heartily contend for them, as our Ad- 
verlaries themſelves, of the Church of 


werated by the Holy Spirit, and are made 


27 


Epbefians. We are Ron 


28 
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time that we Preach up, and Inculcate 
the Neceſſity of good Works, we give 
our People this Caution, not to aſcribe 
the Merit of them to themſelves, nor 
expect Remiſſion of Sins and Everlaſting 
Lite from them. „ 

For tis plain from Scripture, that our 
Juſtification and Salvation, are wholly 


owing to the free Mercy of God in his 1 


Son Cariſt Jeſus. And the good Works 
we do, (as St. Auſtin teaches us) are the 
Fruits and Effects of God's Grace; they 
do not bring forth Grace, ſays he, but 
are brought forth of it: They are fo far 


from juſtifying us, that a Man muſt firſt 


be juſtified through Faith, before he is able 
to 


perform them. From whence it fol- 


lows, That the Praiſe of what we do 


well, is due to God only; and the moſt 


Righteous Man upon Earth, has nothing 
of his own to boaſt of, but muſt fay 


am what I am 


But notwithſtanding this, it is requi- 
red of us, to be as zealous of good * 
Works, as if we could really merit by * 
them; for otherwiſe, How can we ſhew 


our ſelves to be the Children of God, 


How 


Ip kom. With St. Paul, By che Grace of God, 1 © 


15. 10. 


if we do not follow the Rules, and obey 
the Laws which he has preſcribed to us ? 


1 


' account of our good Actions, yet the 


thus much concerning good Works in 
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How can it appear either to our ſelves 


1 or to others, that our Faith is true and 


lively, ſuch as God will accept of to our 


'] Juſtification, unleſs it brings forth the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs ? And that which 


ſhould weigh with us above all other 
Reaſons, is, That if no Praiſe or Ho- 
nour, were due to our ſelves, upon the 


Grace of God, is magnifyed by them. 
And by Letting our Lights ſo ſhine before 
Men, we ſtir up their Hearts to glorify 
our Father which is in Heaven. 

Neither is it any Diſadvantage to us, 
nor ought it tobe any Di ement to 
us in the courſe of our Obedience, that by 
the beſt Works we can do, we cannot 
merit any thing of God, ſince we ſhall 
receive from him a 
pon the account of our Faith, if it be ſin- 


cere and lively, than our Actions could 


deſerve, if they were wrought by our 
own Strength, or were otherwiſe in- 
tirely perfect. 

It ſeem d proper in this place, to ſay 


general; Faſting, which is the Subject 
of this Diſcourſe, having been thought 
by many Men, a Meritorious Work, and 
great Streſs having been laid upon it, 
as a Plea for Juſtification. So 


greater Reward, up- 
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Luk. 18. 
12. 


aſſume the Power of it to himſelf. 
Office had great Temptations and 


Discourss II. 


r r 
ings which he made his 

K 8 pleaded that 
he was No Extortioner, no Unjuſt Perſon, 
no Adulterer, he comes to juſtify himſelf 
poſitive Duties, and upon this in 
the firſt place. 7 faſt twice in the Week, 
I give Tiths of all that I poſſeſs. Our Sa- 
viour allows that he did well in theſe 


free Grace only, it was the Heig 
Pride and for any | 


* 


Whereas the Publican, who 


E 
F 


F 


tor Villany, and very 


5 


bly comply d with them, yet for the 
fake of his Humility and and 
God's 

when 


Hl: 
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Ta: 
Particulars. 
acute Rte wherein the Nature of 
Bed md ing conſiſts, and for what 


II. What are the proper Times and 
| Seaſons, for the 7 this 


from it. 


Religious Faſting coniiſts, and for what 
y £4 and Purpoſes we are to make uſe 


not conſiſt (as many wou'd have it to 
2 


Purpoſes we ought to make uſe 


1. I ſhall ſhew wherein the nature of 


31 


32 


Biridegroom 
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Queſtion which the Diſciples of Foh# 
put to him; he allows that his Diſciples F 
were no Faſters, what Food ſoever it 4 
were which they did cat and drink; he 
does not therefore deny the Charge | 
brought againſt them, but he vindicates 
their Innocence, 2nd excuſes their not 
faſting with this Reaſon, becauſe 7he 
was then among(t them. 

An n abſtaining then way all kinds F 
of Food, and from all ſenſual Pleaſures 


and Enj joyments, is true faſting, but 


this of it felf, is an indifferent Acti- 


on; it may be good or bad, political or 
religious; to determine which of them it 


is, depends upon the Ends and Circum- | 
alles. of uſing per it. Men may faſt for 
their Health, and this is no other ways 


a good Action, than taking Phyſick, or N 


uſing Exerciſes. Sometimes Faſting or 
Abſtinence, is a by Civil Go- 
vernours, for no other Deſign, but for 


ſparing of Food; as in a Siege, or in a | 
time of Dearth and N 
this Nation of ours, Laus of this na- 1 
ture have been made, for the Encou- | 
and Increaſe of Se- 


ragement of Fiſhery 


men; in which Caſes, to obey, is a a 
Duty obliging the Conicience, but what 
is iin d, is only upon a political ac» |: 

count, 
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count, and may properly be called a 
State Faſt ; whereas Religious faſting, re- 


quires a Religious, as well as a Juſt and 
Lawſul End. And Religious Ends of faſt- 
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ing, may be reduced to theſe Three fol- 
lowing. | | | = 
1. When we faſt with a Deſign to 


chaſtiſe and mortify the Body, to bring 
it into Subjection to the Spirit, and keep 
it under the Command of Religion and 
Reaſon. Such ry uy St. 40 uſed 
upon himſelf. 7 Keep under (lays 
he) and bring it into Subjeflion leaſt that 
by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I my ſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away. 

2. Another Religious End of faſting 
is, when it is done with Deſign to raite 
and quicken the Soul, that it may be 
the more active, devout and fervent in 
Prayer, or the more intent upon any 
Spiritual Buſineſs or Employment; thoſe 
| iſh Inclinations, and that Heavi- 
; of the Spirits being prevented, which 
1 uſually riſes from a full Stomach, and a 

latisfy'd Appetite. 
Thus we read that the Prophets and 
Teachers of Aztioch, were faſting when 
they received Command from the Holy 
Ghoſt, to ſeparate Barnabas and Saul, 
for the Work whereamto he had called them. 
D Without 


Ep. Cor. 
9. 27. 


AR. 13. 2. 
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V. 23. 


mended thoſe Churches to the Lord, 1 


5 icives, for the Follies and Vanities we L 


Sake, or becauſe they would do like 


Dis couxs E IL 
Without doubt they faſted for this End, 
that by earneſt Prayers and Interceſſions 
with Almighty God, they might know 
his good Pleaſure concerning thoſe Per- 
ſons. 

in the Chapter following, we find Þ 
thoſe two Apoſtles uſing the ſame Me- 
thod upon the like Occaſion. When they |” 
had ordained Elders in every Church, 
and had Prayed with Faſting, they com- 


in whom they believed: So great and 
weighty a Work as that of Ordination, 
the Apoſtles would not enter upon, 
without due Preparation for it, by Pray; 
er and Faſting. \ 
A zd. Religious End of Faſting, is, 
2 it is intended as a Sign or Teſti- 
ony of an Humble Submiſſion to the * 
Will of God, and of an unſeigned Sor- 
row and Contrition for our Sins, when - 
we uſe it by way of Revenge upon our 


are too apt to be delighted with. 4 
Theſe are the ſeveral Ends which 
make Faſting a religious Duty, a good 
Work, Well-pleaſing to God, and pro- 
fitzble to our own Souls. F 
But they who Faſt meerly for Faſhion's | 


Al 
4 
: 
9 
. 
* 
5 
25 
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” other Men, are a formal, contemptible 


| | fort of Chriſtians, who do their Bodies 


a great deal of Wrong, in afflicting them 


to no manner of purpoſe. They who 
hope to gain the Praiſe and Applauics 
of the World, by foch an Appearance of 
Strictneſs and Severity, if they happen 
to ſucceed in their Deſign, Yerily, they 
bave their Reward here, but hcreafter, 
a Portion is aſſign'd for ſuch Vain glo- 
rious Wretches, amongſt Hypocrites and 
Unbelievers. 

There are yet other Ends of Faſting 
much worſe - iy theſe, and more di 
1 to God; as that which the Pha- 
| to himſelf, to merit his 
7; Fry? xe 0 by it, which is to exclude 
the Mercy of God, from having any 
thing to do in that Action, which muſt 


intirely 
an Inſtance of Pride and Preſumption, 
that the Publican, who had no good Deeds 
to boaſt of, but threw himſelf wholly 


upon God's Mercy, was juſtified before 


'Tis alſo a moſt grievous Provocation 
offered to Almi God, when Religi- 
ous Duties are 


and Purpoſes ; the Scribes and Phariſees 
in the Goſpel, . 


viour 


from him. Tis ſuch 


to wicked Eads 
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viour for »fmg long Prayers, as a better 


| Mat. 23. Pretence for devouring Widows Houſes ; 


and in the Prophet [ſaiab, we read of 
thoſe who faſted for Strife and Debate, 


Iſai, $8.4. and to ſmite with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs. 


Tis too common a thing for an ill Cauſe, 
to be carried on with religious Preten- 
ces, and particularly by Faſting, Men 
would ſeem to engage God in their Par- 
ty, that ſo the World may be deceived 
into the better Opinion of their Deſigns. 

The nature of Faſting being thus ex- 
plain d, and the ſeveral Kinds of it, 
whether good or evil, or indifferent, ha- 

ving been diſtinguiſhd from one ano- 
ther. I proceed to the 2d Particular, 
to ſhew what are the proper Times and 
Seaſons for the Exerciſe of this religious 
Duty ; and here we muſt conſider Faſt- 
ing as it is, either a publick or a private 
Duty; each of them are neceſſary upon 
their proper Occaſions, and we meet 
with Examples of them both in Holy 
Scripture. 
1. As to Publick Faſts, ſuch as are 
injoind by the Lawful Authority of 
our Superiours, whether in Church or 
ſions, fo are they likewile Judges of 
proper Seaſons for ſuch Faſting ; 


1 


of che Occa- | 
the 
and 


WY 
3B 
ſince 
7 
* 
oh 
N 
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fince Princes have the chief Intereſt and 
Concern in the Welfare and Proſperity 
of their Kingdoms, they are obliged to 
uſe ſuch proper Methods as may appeaſe 
the Wrath of God, and put a Stop to 
his when he gives manifeſt 
Signs of his Diſpleaſure, by ſending Earth- 
i Famine, War or Peſtilence, to 
afflict their Country. 

And what Methods are ſo likely to 
prevail with God for Mercy, as a Gene- 
ral Faſt and Humiliation, both of Prince 
and People : We read that good Kings 
under the Law, made uſe of it on ſuch 
Occaſions, particularly Feboſophat, when 
his Enemies were ready to fall upon him, 
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= | 


Levit. 23. 
*% 
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ſtom, Practice and Authority of the 
Church, are of ſufficient Force to bind 
the Conſciences of ail her Members to 
the Obſervation of them. 

Indeed, it does not appear that the 
Apollles appointed any ſet Days of Faſt- 
ing, to be generally kept ot all, but 
their Succeſſours {ax juſt Reaſon to ex- 
erciie that Authority in this Particular, 
which the Apaſthes in their Times, might | 
not think ſo expedient to be made uſe | 
of. 

And what they did herein, is war- 
ranted by the Practice of the Jewiſh 
Church, who (beſides the Day of Atone- 
ment, the Tenth Day of the Seventh 
Month, which was the only Faſting- 
Day appointed by Moſes) had ſeveral 
other Faſts ordained by the Governours 
of the Church, which are reckon*d u 

by the Prophet Zachariab. The Faſt of 
the Fourth, Fifth, Seventh and Tenth 


Months, none ct which (cxcept that of | 


the Seventh Month) appearing to have 
been inftituted in theLaw of Moſes, we can- 
not othcruay s judge, than that they were 
appointed by their Governours upon ſpe- 


cal Occaſions, rather out of Devotion, 


than by any exprels Command from 


God. 
We 


1 us, but that 
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We have therefore the Practice of the 


Jewiſh Church, to juſtify the Obſerva- | 


, tion of our Statcd Faſts, in Obedience 


to the Authority of our Eccleſiaſtical Su- 


periours, by which they are appointed; 
but this one thing muſt be allowed to 


hold in their Laws, as well as thoſe of 


the Civil Power, that they are not un- 
alterable in themſelves, but are liable to 
be changed, ſul , or reversd by an 
equal Authority to that, by which they 
were at firſt eſtabliſhed. 

This is the nature of all Human Con- 
ſtitutions whatſoever ; and conſequent- 
ly, if the Authority of the preſent 


| Church, ſhould think fit to alter any 


thing, either as to the Times, or the 


tyed up to the Uſages or Decrees of 


this later Obligation ſuperſedes the 
Force of the other, and ought to be 
the Rule and Meaſure of our Obedi- 
ence 


ing, being left to the Appointment of 


our Governours, there are other Occa- 


ſions N I. Exerciſe of this 
Duty; which as they concern every par- 
ticular Man in his own private Circum- 


D 4 ſtances, 


Manner of our Faſting, we are not fo 


he Times therefare of Publick Fat 
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Mat. 4. 1, come up to. He faſted Forty Days and 


lat. 6.17, it. But thou when thou faſteſt, anoint thy 


ſtances, each one mult determine for 
himſelf, when is the moſt proper time 
for it. 

Our S1viour has left us his own Ex- 
2wple for Faſting, an Example which we 
ought to follow, but can never hope to 


Forty Nights, in the Wilderneſs. He alſo 


has preſcribed the Manner how we are 


to Faſt, and hath propoſed a Reward to 


Head and waſh thy Face, that thou appear 
not unto Men to faſt, bet ants thy Father 
which is in ſecret, and thy Father which 
ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 
He likewiſe teacheth us that the out- 
ward abſtaining from Food, is of no 
Value, unleſs it be accompany d with 
inward Sorrow and Humiliation; for 
we ſee when the Diſciples of Jobs put 
the Queſtion to him, Why his Diſciples 
did not faſt 2 He anſwers them in the 


words of the Text, Can the Children of 


the Bride-Chamber mourn, as long as the 
Bridegnoom is with them ? Plainly inti- 
mating, that true Faſting is Mourning, : 
It ſuppoſes Men to be ſo pricked in their 
Hearts, with the Senſe of their Sins, and 
lo terrify'd with the Threatnings which 
God has denounced againſt them, = 
Y 


* 
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concerning the Nature and Man- 
» but he has no where in- 


ner of Faſting 
joyn'd any ſet Time for it, only in gene- 


ral he tells us, The 


Bridegroom ſhall 6 
then ſhall they f 


s will come, when 


41 


Dan. 10.3. Ele ate #0 pleaſant Bread, neither came 


Practice. My Cloathing (lays he) was 
And the Prophet Danze, 
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venly Objects; particularly, with the 
ſure and certain Hopes of ſeeing Him, 


who is now inviſible. 

There is (ſays Solomon) A time for all 
things; a time to weep, a time to 
laugh ; a time to mourn, and a time to re- 
Joyce. The time whilſt our Saviour was 
upon Earth, was not ſo proper for this 
Exerciſ of Faſting ; but now 1n his Ab- 
ſence, every Chriſtian has Oc- 


caſions ro call him to this Duty, and 
Men of the meaneſt Capacity, may 


When God humbles us by Adverſity, || 
by Sickneſs, loſs of Friends, or of our | 
Eftares; ; or by ſpiritual Deſertion, with- 


drawing his Grace. and Comforts from 


our Souls; 'tis then high time for us 
2 our ſelves, and to endea- 
vour by the beſt Means we can, to re- 
cover his Favour: This was David's 


Sackcloth, I humbled my 


with faſting. 
was mourn- 
ing Three full Weeks. He tells us, that 


Fleſh or Wine, into his Mouth. 


As to any determinate ſpace of Time, 
for the Continuance of our 2 
Conſtitutions 


continue all the Day without Meat and 


meet with in Holy Scripture; when 
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Conſtitutions being ſo different from one 
another, as to Strength or Weakneſs, 


the Decree of the Council of Calceder, i 
the beſt Rule in this Caſe, That every 
ſon in his Private and PublickFaſt, 9 


Drink, till after the Evening Prayer; 
and whoſoever did eat or drink before 
the Evening Prayer was ended, ſhould 
be not to conſider the Sacred. 
neſs of his Faſt. 

Having thus ſhewn the Nature and 
Kinds of Faſting, and what are the fit 
Times and Occaſions for the Exerciſe of 
this Duty, I proceed to the Third thing 
propoſed, to ſhew how available it is 
with God, and what great Bcnelits have 
accrued from it. 

The Ange 


appear from ſeveral Inſtances which we 


King Ahab, at the Inſtigation of Fezabel, 
had murder'd Naboth, . contrary to 
all Right and Honour, had ſeiz d upon 
his Vineyard; God by his Prophet Elij ab, 
threatned the ſevereſt Judgments againſt 


great Regard is to be had to them; but 
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| Raphael, told Tobias, Pray- Tob.12 . 
? «is goed wh faſting. And the Good 
which Men have received from it, may 


him. Is the Place where Dogs licked the 1 King, 
1 19. 


v. 27. 


Jonah, 3.7et Forty 
+ overthrown ; 
aud proclaimed a Faſt, and put on Sackcloth, 


ring the Evil 


turned 
pented of 
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Blood of Naboth, ſba Dogs lick thy Blood, | 
even thine. And, I will bring Evil upon 
thee, and will take away thy Poſterity. Him 
that dieth of Ahab in the City, the Dogs 
ſhall eat, and him that dieth in the Field, 
ſhall the Fowls of the Air eat. But the 
Rigour of this Sentence, was afterwards 
abated. Abab rent bis Cloaths, and put 
Sackcloth upon bis Fleſb, and faſted ; and 
lay in Sackcloth, and went ſoftly : Upon 
which, this word of the came to 
Elijah, Seeſt thou how Ahab bumbleth bim- 


ſelf before me ? I will not bring the Evil 


in bis Days, but in bis Son's Days, will I 
upon bis Houſe. 
good Succels, the People 


The like 


of 


Niue veh met with from their faſting ; 


God ſent the Prophet Fonab, to denounce 
this peremptory Sentence againſt them. 
s, aud Nineveh ſhall be 
the People believed God, 


from the Greateſt, even to the Leaſt of 
them : And God ſaw their Works that they 
their evil way, and God re- 
the Evil that be bad ſaid be 
would do unto them, and be did it not. 
la the New Teſtament, the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, were ſo ſenſible of the Power 


and Efficacy of Faſting, that they would 
| = 
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not undertake any Matter of 


* themſelves for ſo weighty an Office, ty 
| Prayer and Faſting 
And as the Holy Spirit vouchſafed to 
ſecond ſuch Means with the deſired Suc- 
Ceſs, fo the Apoſtles had no Power to 
cdaſt out the evil Spirit, but by the ſame 
ſort of 
Saviour) can come forth by nothing but by 
Prayer and Faſting. 
And as by the due Exerciſe of Faſting, 


great — have been obtained of Al. 


4 in this Life, fo tis a ſuſh- 
to the Practice of 
3 our Saviour Chriſt to 
thoſe who faſt as they ought to do, That 


great Mo- 
ment. without it; the Apoſtles when they 
were to confer Holy Orders, prepared 


This Kind (ſays our Mar 9.29 


his Father who — in ſecret, wil reward Mat. 6 18. 


| _ them openly. 


. ing, as have been in any one Age be- 
fore it; ſince our Sins are grown up to 
| the greateſt Height, and Wrath is alrea- 
- dy gone out from the Lord for them, 
and he is actually executing his Venge- 
ance upon us by various Calamities ; let 
nn aababe | = 
en 
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Men in Holy Scripture, and humble 
our ſelves at the Throne of Grace, be- 


wailing our manifold Tra and 
interceeding with God for Pardon. 

Let us keep ſuch Faſts as he has cho» 
ſen, which are Times ſpent in hearty 
Sorrow and Contrition, in 1 our 


ſelves our uſual Suſtenance, that we may 


mortify and ſubdue the Fleſh, with its 
Affections and Luſts; and that what we 
ſpare in Expences upon our ſelves, we 
may miniſter to the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, that we may have where withal to 
feed the Hungry, and cloath the Naked, 
and to ſuccour and relieve the | 
Then #f we call, the Lord will anſwer, if | 


we cry, be will ſay here am 7, He will 


be with us to bleſs us, and keep us from 
all Evil. 


—— — 


— 
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_ Hes. Xiii. 16. 
To do good and to communicate, 


forget not; for with ſuch 


Sacriſices God is well plea- 
A 


F all the Duties of our Holy Re 
ligion, there is none that tends 


more to the Honour of God, and 
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the Benefit of our Neighbour, than this 


Branch of Charity; which conſiſts in 


giving Alms, and relieving the Neceſſi- 


ties of our Brethren. Tis the ſureſt 
Sign we can give of a fincere and lively 


upon, to diſtribute their Earthly Goods 
to the Poor, unleſs they firmly 1 * 
e that 


Faith. For Men will hardly be prevail'd 


comply with it. 
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that there are greater Treaſures laid up 
ſor them in the Heavens. 

And this may be the reaſon why ſo 
many, who proſeſs the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, are yet ſo backu ard and averſe to 
this neceſſary Duty, their Faith 1s not 
enough for it; 2 
it will not bear : are will: 
own Chriſt, and embrace and follow hs 
Truths of his Goſpel, ſo far as they are 
conſiſtent with Temporal Intereſt and F 
Advantapes, but to give away what they | 
have, to diſpoſe of that to others, which 
_ themſelves and their Families ſhould ſub- 
ſiſt upon, is ſo ready a way to Poverty, 
that they think they cannot in Prudence 


And whilſt Men are prepoſſeſs d with | 
theſe Fears and A ions of Want, 
to adviſe them to be is the 
he you bid them be un- 
done; a to argue againſt the 
ſtrongeſt — — that of 
Selt-preſervation, tis no Wonder that | 
the beſt Reaſons in the World, and the | 
moſt importunate Perſuaſions we can | 
by do ſo very often prove unſuccels- 
u 
Io remove therefore, all ſuch Fears 
and unreaſonable Prejudices, and to con- | 
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* convince Men of the Obligations they 
lie under to this Duty of Charity, and 
to encourage them to the Practice of 
it; I ſhall ſhew theſe Three things. 
i I. That this kind of Charity, which con- 
Vl in giving of Alms, is a Duty expreſly 
| | required of us by Almighty God, and the 


— thereof, is very acceptable to 
| II. *Tis a Duty, the Practice of which, 
| Reſpects, very advantageous to 
N 
8 

> 
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Brot her, to thy Poor, and to thy Needy 
in the Land. 

And in the Prophets, God lays fo 
great a Streſs upon this Duty, that he 

Il. 1. 17. Jeclares their Faſting, their Sacriſices 

and legal Performances, to be vain and 
inſigmficant without it. And as if it 

ſtood for all other Duties whatloever, 

tis frequently in the Old Teſtament, 

pal. 112, Called Righteouſneſs. He hath diſperſed 

9. abroad, he bath given to the Poor, bis 
Righteouſneſs remaineth for ever. 

And in the New Teſtament, Chriſti- 

ans were fo ſenſible of their Obligations 

to this Duty, that we read in the Ads, 

Chap. 2. That they bad all things common; they ſold | 

their Poſſeſſions and Goods, and parted them 

to all Men, as every Man had need; or 
rather, they would not take upon them- 
ſelves to diſpoſe of their own Charity, 

but committed the Truſt and Manage- 
ment ot it, to the Apoſtles; for fo we 

let 4. 33. are atterwards told, They brought the 
Prices of the Things that were Sold, and 

laid them at the Apoſtles Feet, and Diſtri- 
Eution was made unto every Man, accord- 

ing as he had need. 

Inis Cuſtom continued in the Church 

_—_— the Apoſtles time; we find St. Paul 

giving Rules and Directions concerning 
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it. And he is very earneſt in mary 
places, in exhorting the People to bring 
in their Alms freely and plentiſully, ac- 
cording to their Abilities. He bids Timothy , Ep. Tim: 
charge them that are rich in this world, 6. . 
that they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate. This Thirteenth Chapter of 
the Epiſtle to the Zebrews, is full of 
ſuch charitable Exhortations. Let ro- f 1 
therly love continue ; and in the Text, To 
do good and to communicate, forget not; for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 

'Tis needleis to heap up many Argu- 
ments from Scripture, to prove that 
God does moſt earneſtly require this Du- 
ty of us. Nature it ſelf dictates the 
' fame thing to us; and a Man muſt de- 
ny his Reaſon, and harden his Conſci- 
| ence, before he can wholly ſhut up his 
Bowels of Compaſſion, and hide bimſe!f 
| from his own fleſh. 

If any Preference is to be given to one 
Duty above another, this of Charity 
may claim it above all the reſt, it be- 
ing of all others, the moſt acceptable 
to almighty God; and indeed, the on- 
ly Inſtance wherein our Goodneſs can in 
any Senſe, be ſaid to extend to him: 
Not that any Man can really be profi- 

_ E 2 table 
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table to God himſelf: But ſince he has 
appointed the Poor and Needy as his 
Subſtitutes, to receive our Alms and 
charitable Benevolence, and interprets 
what we do to them, as done to him- 
ſelf, the merciful Man may be ſaid in 
the Diſtribution of his Charity, to do 
good to him that made him. Ia as 
much (lays our Saviour) as ye have done 
it to the leaſt of theſe my bes ye 
have done it unto me. As if he had ſaid, 
in feeding the Hungry, and entertain- 
ing — yerefreſh'd me, in cloath- F 
ing the Naked, and viſiting thoſe that 
were Sick or in Priſon, I was relievd | 
and comforted by you. 
"Tis in this Caſe as in that of Embaſſa- 
dours, the Honour and good Offices that | 
are done to them, is always look't upon | 
as done to the Prince from whom they | 
come; therefore it was for receiving the | 
Angels, God's Meſſengers, into his Houſe, | 
and defending them from the Inſults of 
the Rabble, that God faved Lot and his 
Family, from the dreadful Deſtruction 
which he brought upon Sodom and Go- 
morrah 
God has put the Poor in his own 
Stead, that we might not want Oppor- 
tunities 5 of expreſſing our Love to him. 
He 
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He that will not do good to them, 
would not have done it to God him- 
ſelf. Jn as much (fays our Saviour) as ye 
did it not to the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, 45. 
ye did it not to me. 
And though all we have, is owing 
to the good Providence of God, and the 
Oblations we make to him, are but a 
juſt Debt from us, yet if we offer it this 
way that he has appointed, in Charity 
to our diſtreſſed Brethren, God makes 
himſelf the Debtor, he charges the Summ 
be it more or lels, to his own Account; 
and like the good Samaritan, who re- 
| liev'd the poor Traveller that fell among 
| Thieves, he engages his Word to repay 
when he comes again, whatever neceſſa- 
are laid out upon real Ob- 
jects of Charity. He that hath pity upon 


| Lord; and that which be bath given, will 


hope to make greater Improvement 
them, than in putting them into the 
has promiſed ſo 
thoſe who dare 
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Mat. 26. 


„ (fays Solomon) lendeth to the 15” 
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A ſure Proſpect of Advantage, will 
make Men diſpoſe of what they have, 
our of their own Hands, how much ſo- 
ever they are in love with it. This is 
therefore the Second thing propos d for 
the Encouragement of our Charity, to 
ſhew what Advantages may be expected 


from it. 


The Spiritual Advantages ariſing from 
it, are great and many. 

1. We have in return for our Chari- 
ty, the good Wiſhes, the Prayers, and 
Bleſſings of the Poor, and this is no in- 
conſiderable Benefit; tor though the 
Poor may appear mean and deſpicable 


to the Eve of the World, yet are they 


dear to their Maker ; they are the Ob- 


zefts of his Love and Pity, his more pe- 
culiar Charge, who arc unable to do 


any thing for themſelves, who have nei- 
ther Barns nor Store-Houſes, yet he feeds 
and preſerves them, as it were by ex- 
traordinary Acts of his Providence. 

Our Saviour, when he lived upon 
Farth, choſe to put himſelt into their 
Condition ; he calls them by Names of 
Tendcrnefs, his Little Ones, and his 
Brethren ; and St. James fays of them, 


| jam. 2 2.5. God hath choſen the poor of this world, 


rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom 
_ which 
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which he hath promiſed to them that love 
him. As therefore the Poor are not 
able themſelves, to make any Requital 
for the good Turns that are done 
them, God, who declares himſelf to be 
their Friend and Protector, will moſt cer- 


tainly at their Deſire, do it for them. 
They whom the Poor cannot recom- 


penie, are called Bleſſed by our Saviour; 
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for therefore ſays he, ſhall they be recom- Luk. 14. 


penſed at the Reſurrection of the juſt. 


needy curſe thee in the bitterneſs 
Soul, his prayer (tho it be a Curſe) ſhall 
be heard of him that made him. But God 
is of his own Nature, more inclined to 
do 
then he hears the Complaint of the 
Poor, for Puniſhment and Vengeance up- 
on their Enemies, and thoſe who op- 
preſs them, much more will he hearken 
to their Prayers and Interceſſions, for 


| Bleſſings and Rewards upon their Friends. 


The Chriſtian therefore would do 


well in this laſtance, to imitate the Wiſ- 

dom of the Children of this World, who 
when they are proſecuting any ambiti- 
aty to pe- 


ous Deſign, or have any Bou 

tition of their Prince; do ſtrive by all 

means to make an Intereſt in thoſe, 
E 4 


Good, than he is to inflict Evil: If 


who 
are 


And the Son of Sirach tells us, If the kcclus. 4. 
of his s. 
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are at that time moſt highly in Favour 
with him. 

2 — great — 
Charity is, it puri 
Give alms (ſays our Saviour) of ſuch 
things as you have, and behold all thengs 

are clean unto you. For the 

ſhew to our Brethren, God will * 

himſelf merciful to us, and will not be 

extreme to mark what we daily do amiſs. 

There are many Sins which we commit 

through Surprize or Inadvertency, ma- 

ny that paſs unregarded by us, or ſlip 

out of our Memories, without any par- 

. ticular Conſeſſion or Repentance; theſe 

k (to far as lies in us) are beſt atoned for 

by our Charity, the great Efficacy where- 

| of, is expreſs t by the Son of Sirach. As 
water will quench a flaming fire, ſo alms 

| waketh an for fin. And we 

rob. 4.1. read in the Book of Tobit, Alms-giving 

delivereth from death, and ſuffercth not to 

come into carkneſs; in which Senſe thoſe 

2 Ep. fet. words of St. Peter are commonly under- 

48. ſtood. Above all things have fervent Cha- 


rity amongſt your Poms for charity ſhall 
cover the multitude of fin 


Which Places, do 1 mean that there 
is a real or proper Efficacy in any Works 
0 ours, to walh away Sins, and make 

Satis. 
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s the Soul. 


flict upon 
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Satisfaction for them, or to deliver the 
Sinner from ſuch Puniſhments, as God's 
Truth and Juſtice are concern'd to in- 


upon him, and ſhed his 


m__ 
"= 
firſt 


be juſtifyed, before we can produce 


| them? As good Fruits ſuppoſe 
do be good, and cannot properly be {aid 
to make it ſo, we in like 


Body of Chriſt, are not able to think, 
or do any thing 
God; and all the good 
1 afterwards, are acceptable 


* The meaning 

of Scripture, "Sick aſcribe any Virtue 
or Power to our good Actions, is no 
more than this, that t 
ly attended wich ſuch or ſuch beneficial 


the Tree 


manner, till 
Faith we are ingraffed into the 


that is well- 


to 
Works we do 
— Chriſt Jeſu 
t the Merits J 

therefore of thoſe places 


hey are as certain- 


| Effects, as it they did really proceed 


. ' * 
1 


from them: Works of Charity have no 


Strength of their own to purge away 
Sins, or to releaſe us from the Puniſh- 


ments that are due to them. But ſince 


| him. n 
| what Purpoſe did the Son of God, take 
* our Nature 
Blood upon the Croſs for us? But tis 
N _— 

F meriting 
Juſtification of him, that we 


the 
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juſtify Sinners, and nothing but the 
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the charitable Man's Sins are done away, 
and his Pardon is made ſure to him, 
this is faid to be the Effect of Charity, 
no otherwiſe than as through the Grace 
of God, it is the Reward ot it. 

Though it be God alone that can 


Obedience and Death of Chriſt, can me- 
rit that ineſtimable Favour of him, yet 


the Motive is as ſtrong to encourage 


Men to be fruitful in good Works, that 
they may be as ſure of the Rewards 
which are promiſed to the Practice of 
them, as if they were due to their Me- 
rit, or were wrought by their own in- 
herent Force and Efficacy, 
And ſuch particular Regard God takes 
of every Action we do of this fort, that 
our Saviour tells us, Not ſo much as a 
cup of cold water, given to a Diſciple in 
the name of a Diſciple, ſhall loſe its re- 
ward. | 

This and many more ſuch gracious 
Promiſes, which God has made to the 
Practice of this Duty, would (without 
doubt) make Men more ge i 
love with it, were it not that they di- 
ſtruſt his Providence; and what Hopes 
ſoever they may have of being rewarded F 
tor their Charity in the World to come, 


ver 


1 


5 N' Xt 


et 
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ver in this Life they fear to be i impove- 


riſhed, or undone by it 

To ſhew how groundleſs and unrea- 
ſonable ſuch Fears are, is the laſt thing 
I propoſed, in order to excite and en- 
courage Men to this great Duty of Cha- 
rity. 


"Tis certain the Duty it ſelf, is fo 
to our Natures, and carries 


that Pleaſure and Satisfaction along with 


it, that when ſuch Fears are removed, 
there is no other Bar, that can with 


1 


N pb withhold Men from being 
Charitable and beneficent ; many are gree- 


dily ſet upon increaſing what they have, 


others are for enjoying it themſelves, 


in ſenſual Pleaſures and Vanities; but 


theſe are ſuch 1ordid Reaſons as few 


Men will own ; whereas the Danger of 
being reduced to Poverty, the ruining a 
Man's ſelf, and thoſe who 


up- 


on him, raiſes ſuch frightful Apprehen- 


ſions in us, that it is look t u 


pon as 2 


Part of neceſſary Prudence, to guard 


| our ſelves againſt it. 


We ſee our Stock leſſens by what js 
given out of it; and 'tis but natural for 
a Man to conclude, that if he contin- 


here are indeed, many other ſecret 
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thing. But this is to reckon aſter the man- 


if we take the Promiſes of God into our 
Account, if we dare depend upon his 
Word, who both gives Power to get 
Wealth, and ſecures what we have got- 
ten, to our ſelves and our Families, then 
all ſuch Inferences as thoſe, and the 


Fears and Doubts that are built upon 


them, muſt vaniſh. David 
Plat. 35. tells us, From his youth (from the time 
26, 27. he was able to a Obſervation) 70 


bis old age, be bad never ſeen the righte- 


ous forſaken, nor bis ſeed begging their 
Bread. And that by the bay he 
means the Charitable, appears from that 


which follows ; The righteous is ever 


merciful and lendeth, and bis ſeed is 


Pleſſed. 


We may alſo appeal to the Obſerva- 
ton of all Maakiad, whether the be 


ues giving, it will in time come to no- 


ner of Men, and not as Chriſtians ; for 


8 e e e n! „ - (»(CGantaimSJ. a * 
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ſtrange, the Danger of Poverty ſhall 
fright Men from doing their Duty, 
though ir be of no Force, to reſtrain 
them from their Follies and their Luſts. 
Mea are uſed to reſt very well fatis- 
fyed in their Condition, and to look 
upon themſelves to be ſafe enough from 


Want, if they have Security given them 


by ſome wealthy Friend ; that he will 
always ſupply their Need, and ſu 


pport 
them. The charitable Man has this Se- 


curity given him by God himſelf ; nay, if 


we are but in the way of our Duty, 
if we are ſeeking the Xingdom of God, and Ma.6.33. 
| bis Righteouſweſs, our Saviour Chriſt aſ- 

' ſures us, that all worldly good things, ſhall 
And 


| over and above, be provided for us. 
| the Royal Plalmiſt exhorts Men to the 


Fear of God, with this 
that there is No want to them 7 
bim. The young Lions, ſays he, do lack 
| and ſuffer bunger, but they that ſeek the 
| Lord, ſhall not want any thing that is good: 
| And particularly as to the Duty of Cha- 
' rity, he bids Men truff in the Lord and 


ian 


fear vial. 34.9: 


1 


1 


| de good; with this Aſſurance, ſo ſhall Flu. 3.3. 
* they dwell in the Land, and verily ſhall 


«A 

* 
#4 

= 
Bt 


5 they be fed. 
| wine God (20 contin our 


We have one Example in Scripture, 
Faith in 
2 
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theſe Promiſes ) wrought a Miracle to 
fulfil them. The Widow of Sarepta, 


g. had but an handful of meal in 4 barrel, 


and a little Oyl in a Cruſe, for the ne- 
ceſſary Support of herſelf and her Child, 
and this in a time of Famine, when no 
_— yet out of 
this little, ſhe ſpared ſo much as to 
make the Prophet Elijah, a Cake to 
keep him from — depending up- 
on his Promiſe, t hat the barrel of meal 
ſhould not waſte, nor the cruſe of Oyl fail, 
_ the day that the Lord ſhould ſend 
ain upon the earth; which accordingly 
came to pals. There was no Waſte or 
Failure of either of them, as God had 
ſpoken by his 
How does this Inſtance upbraid the 
wretched Unmercifulneſs of many Chri- 
ſtians! who will not ſpare any thing to 
their poor Brethren, out 3. 4 
dance; who will not give them ſo much 
2s the ſuperfluous Crumbs, which fall 
from their Tables ; whereas this Widow 
was content to run the Hazard of her 
on and her Son's Life, to fave the Life 
of a Strang:r. 
"Tis truc. ſhe was encouraged to this 
extraordinary AX of Charity, by an ex- 
preſs Promuie from God, that he would 
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what we are urging, that Men would 
follow her Example, and depend upon 
God's Promiſes, 0 ax + 
ſelves to be frighted out of charitable 


Actions, he Danger of 
; Are 


Let not liberal Perſons doubt, but 
that God, who miniſtreth ſeed to the ſow- 


er, will alſo miniſter bread for their food, 
and will multi 


many way the 
| ordinary courſe of his Providence, 


needs not to work Miracles to make 


ö e: 

be commandeth his pon them 
in their Store - Houſes, and in 4 that 
they ſet their Hand unto. They have 


generally a wiſe, as well as a fres Spi- 


rit, and are diſcreet and careful in the 
of their Aﬀairs; they have 
| as Love and Good-will of their By 


- all Men are deſirous to deal with 


Men are ready to aſliſt 
> that if a Computation could be 
, there is 


no 
have improved their Sub- 
ſtance, 


| make her Amends for it; and this is 


ply their ſeed ſown, and will 


are willing to give them Credit, 


doubt but more cha- 
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eigh- 


"y 

ood Men have exhauſted their Stock 

y their Bounty and Liberality, or if 

by ſome Misſortunes and Calamities, 

(from which the beſt of Men are not 
pted) they ſhou 


Lord and 
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Honour, and in his Service ? Can any 


| Believer think he ſhall be left deſtitute 


of Food and Raiment, for having fed 
and cloathed Chriſt, in his Metnbers 
and Repreſentatives ? Or will our great 
Maſter withhold earthly good 
things from thoſe for whom he has prc- 
vided eternal weights of glory 2 All ſuch 
Doubts and Fears, as they are ground- 
leſs, ſo they argue a Diſtruſt of God's 
Word, and of his Providence; they are 
Jealouſies raiſed in us, againſt the Ten- 
derneſs and Love of our Redeemer, and 
can be nothing 
miſes and Suggeſtions of the evil Spirit: 
Let us therefore baniſh them from our 


And if we relieve the fatherleſs and 
| the Widow in their Afflidions, if we do 


good unto all men, eſpecially to theſe who 
are of the ho of faith, we have the 


| Word and Promiſe of Almighty God 


That be will reward our Work and La- 


bour of Love, with the Bleſſings and 
| good things of this Life preient, and 
with Joys and Happineſs unſpeakable 


in the World to come. | 


elſe but the crafty Sur- 
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DISCOURSE IV. 
0f REPENTANCE 
JoEr, ii. 12, 13. 


Therefore alſo now ſaith the 
Lord, turn ye even to me 
with all your heart, and 
with faſting, and with weep- 
ing, and with mournmg. 

And rent your Heart and not 
your Garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God : for 
be is gracious and merciful, 
flow to anger, and of great 
kindneſs, and repenteth him 
of the evil. 


Tia: is no Duty of a Chri- 


ſtian, more frequently inculca- 
ted, or preſs d upon Men with 
greater Earneſtneſs in Holy Scripture, 
than 


„ 
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plys, not only an unfei Sorrow for 
Sin, but an actual and ſpeedy Reforma- 
tion of our Lives, and a ſerious Con- 
| verſion to God. And tis in great Mer- 
cy to our Souls, that the Spirit of God 
does ſo excite and encourage vs to the 
Practice of this Duty, there being ſcarce 
any Moment of our Lives, wherein we 


one Failing or another ; and very often 
we fall away from him by preſumptu- 
ous Sins, and expoſe our ſelves to the 
Danger of eternal Damnation. 

Wherever Men preach the glad Ti- 
dings of Salvation, Repentance, as a 
Term or Condition, ought to 
be joined with it: There is no Forgive 
nels of Sins to be had without it, there- 


the dead, and that repentance and remiſſ- 
on of fins, ſhould be preached in his name, 
among all nations. And tho' in the Scri- 
ptures of the New Teſtament, cur Faith 
has ſuch glorious Privileges aſcrib'd to 
it, that it may ſeem the only thing re- 


of no Force or Efficacy, without Repen- 
tance; therefore St. Paul, when he tells 


than that of Repentance ; which im- 


do not provoke the Juſtice of God, by 


quired of us for our Salvation, yet is it 
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fore our Saviour puts them her, Luk. 24; 
It behoved Chriſt to ſuffer and or from 45; 47. 


+ we 
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a8. 20. the Church of Epheſus, That be bad kept 


Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lord, &c. 
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back nothing that was profitable unto them, 
comprehends the . Doctrin he had 
taught, in theſe two Duties join d toge- 
ther, Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Not only Jobs the Baptiſt, who was 
to prepare the way of the Lord, began his 
Miniſtry for that End, with the Do- 
ctrin of Repentance, but our Saviour 
Chriſt himſelf, inſiſted as much upon 
it in his Preaching and gave it in 
Command to his that they 
ſhould continue to do fo in theirs. 

In the Prophecys of the Old Teſta- 
ment, there are many very earneſt Ex- 
hortations to this Duty; this of the 
Text, 1s both the fulleſt to inſtruct us 
in the Manner how we are to repent, 
and the moſt moving to excite us to it. 


a > a= 6 R een * 8 * * 


The Prophet here gives us a Rule for 
our Behaviour in Times of Imminent 
Danger and Diſtreſs ; when the Judg- 
ments of God are ready to fall heavy 
upon - Mg no other way to pro- 
vent t by returning to 
and becoming fincerely penitert. 
had juſt beiore been deſcribing ©--- 3 
lage, „ 5 0 
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ſevere and terrible, that none can abide 
them, But then in the midſt of his 
Diſpleaſure, he invites his People to re- 


turn to him, plainly ſignifying to them, 
that tho' their Provocations were never 
ſo 


, and their Sins were ripe for Pu- 
ni yet their Repentance would 
not be too late to obtain Pardon, of a moſt 
Merciful and moſt indulgent Father. 
God himſelf tells us by his Prophet 
Ezekiel, That He bath no pleaſure in the Ezek. 18. 
death of the wicked, but that be ſhould ** 
rather return from his ways and live. And 
in the Firſt Epiſtle of St. Fob» 


Scripture, 


70 Discourss IV. 
And for our Encou nt to de- 
pend upon him, that he will moſt cer- 
tainly make good theſe his moſt gra- 
cious Promiſes to the Penitent, he has 
actually ſulfill'd them in many Inſtan- 
ces which we meet with in the Scrip- 
' tures. Upon King Ezekiab's Mourning 
and Humiliation, God ſent an Angel to 
deſtroy a numerous Army of the Aſſy- 
rians Which came againſt him, under 
iſ.37. 36. the Conduct of Sennacherib. And when 
his Son Manxaſſeb, for his abominable 
Wickedneſs, was deliverd into the Hand 
of the A4ſſyrians, and ſent Priſoner to 
2 Chron. Babylon, having beſought the Lord bis 
53+ 12: God, when he was in bis Aſliction, and 
' bumbled himſelf greatly before the God of 
his Fathers, be was intreated of him, aud 
heard his Supplications, and brought him 

again to Jeruſalem, into bis Kingdom. 
Our Saviour in the Goſpel, ſhew'd 
the greateſt Fayour to the ſinful Wo- 
man, and to Zacheus: to the one he 
Luk. J. 48 aid, Thy fins are forgiden. To the other, 
Lak. 19. 9. This day ſalvation is come to this louſc. 
They were both notorious Sinners, but 
he forgave them upon their Repen- 
If then our Adverſary the Devil, ſhould 
take Advantage from the Heinouſneſs of 


Oln 
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our Sins, to tempt us to Deſpair, we 
may comfort and 
againſt him, by reflecting 
many Examples which the Scriptures 
afford us, of Men who had been guilty 
of the moſt enormous Crimes, and yet 
were reſtored to the Favour of God, as 
ſoon as they would forſake their Sins, 
and ſincerely return to him. 

We need not queſtion but God will 
ſhew the ſame Favour and Mercy to 
us, only if our Sins have been greater 
than theirs, our Sorrow and Contrition 
muſt bear Pr ion with them; we 
mult ſo much the more humble our 
ſelves, and ſet upon our Repentance, 
wich the greater Strictneſs and Seve- 
ri 


But for the better Performance of ſo 
great and neceſſary a Work, as this of 
our Repentance and Converſion, let us 
conſider theſe T'wo 


we are to return. 


II. By what Means we may hope to per- 


feet our 8 and after what Man- 
rin 


We muſt return from our 


tel us) Do ſparat krete God and 
4 "F 


e our ſelves 
upon thoſe 


I. From what, and to whom it is that 
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ns, for theſe (as the Prophet Iſaiah th. 35. 2 
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they make him hide away bis face, that be 

will nor hear us. And by Sin, we are 
not only to underſtand ſuch Words or 
Actions as (in the Judgment of all Man- 
kind) are Wicked and Unlawful, but even 
the moſt Secret Thoughts and Intenti- 
ons of t e Heart, if they ſwerve from 


the Le of God; every evil ina- 


tion or Deſign, all foul Deſires Af. 
fectiors ot the Mind; for theſe are naked 
and open to tlic Eyes God, and are ha- 
ted by him, and do ſeparate us from 
him, as well as thoſe that are moſt pub- 


lickly committed. 


Neither are we only to repent and re- 
turn ſrom our wicked Practices, our ſe- 
cret or open Tranigreſſions "7 the Law 
of God, but we muſt likewiſe forſake 
and renounce all falſe Notions or Opi- 
nions, that we may have entertain'd of 


God and Religion ; which are the Cau- 
ſes or Superſtition, and of ſeveral unrea- 
ſonable, and unlawful ways of Worſhip- 


ing our Maker. If we — to hold 
any of cheſe, there can be no Hopes of 


good Fruit from our Repentance. 


We are obliged to be ſound in the 
Faith, as well as upright in our Man- 
ners and Converſation; tis in vain to 
Nen to the one without the _— 
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ſo that if through Weakneſs of Judg- · 


ment, or the Prejudices of Education, 
we have been ſo unhappy as to fall in- 
to Hereſy, or any da Miſtakes 


concerning 
Manner of worſhiping him, we muſt 
| hew our ſelves as willing to retract 
theſe Errours, as to fi our Sins, 
whenever they are fo plainly diſcover d 
to us, That we ought in reaſon to be 
convinced of them. For God, whom 
ve are to return to, is a God of trach, 
as well as of righteoujueſs; and we muſt 
fitlow him is hack, -X we hage to fe 
bim as be is, and be united to him. 
But 200, How is this to be effected: 
Our Sins are at Enmity againſt God ; 
no Creature of what Dignity or Excel 
lence ſoever, no Methods of Man's pre- 


ſcribing, no, not our own good 
can reconcile us to him. Tis by Faith 


only, that we are ingraffed in him; 
without this Grace, 'tis but loſt La- 
bour to enter upon Repentance; no true 
Converſion to God, or Union with him, 
e 
By is repreſented to us, as 
OY 


1 and 


receives 


ngerous 
the Nature of God, or the 


Works, 
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his Fathers Juſtice, and appeaſe his An- 
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receives us into his Grace and Favour. 
The Eternal Son of God, of the ſame 
Nature and Subſtance with the Father, 
was made Man, to become our Medi- 


atour, that by the Merits of his Suffer- 


ings and Humiliation, he might ſatisfy 


If Faith did not give us the Evi- 


= and full Aſſurance of this Truth, 
the Guilt of our Sins would make us flee 


from God as our firſt Parents did, and 
inſtead of ſeeking to him for Mercy, 


like them, we ſhould rather endeavour 
to hide our ſelves from him. 


Ich. 14. 6. 


rr 


But our Saviour tells us of himſelf, 7 
am the way, the truth, and the life ; no 


*T was Chriſt alone, who by the Sacri- 
fice of his Body and Blood, was our 

Propitiation and Atonement, and made 
full Satisfaction to his Father's Juſtice 


for our Sins. And the Apoſtle tells us, 


5.31. That God exalted him with bis right band, 


God; 


good Works) is vain and 
nay, it is fil, and drives us farcher 


to give repentance to Iſrael, and = rwencſs 


of = Choitt is theeokmn che Parka by 
whom alone we are enabled to return to 
Repcatance without Faith in him, 
(if it be ccomp: yd with never ſo many 

unprofitable ; 
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from God, if we rcly upon it for the 
obtaining his Favour, ſince it is the Me- 

rit of Chriſt alone, that can make : 
thing Pr-1ſe-worthy in us; tis through 
his Blood that our R meets 
with Acceptance from God, and is avail- 
able to our Juſtification. 

The words of the Text, do fully 
teach us the Manner and Meaſures of 
the Duty of Repentance, both as it is 
inwardly in the Soul, and as it is out- 
wardly concernd in Bodily Actions; 
which ſerve either to exerciſe and enli- 
ven it, or to teſtify to others, the An- 
guiſh and Remorſe of Spirit which at- 
tends it: We muſt return unto God 
with all the Affections of our Souls, in- 
tirely with the whole heart : To do other- 
wile, is but the fruitleſs Labour of the 
Hypocrite, which is juſtly upbraided 
and reproved with thoſe words of the 
Prophet, This * ple drameth near me ta. 29.13. 
with their mouths, and with their lips do 
bonour me, but have removed their beart 
far from me. To reſerve any ſecret Af- 

ſection for Sin, makes all other Endea- 
vours of returning to God, unſucceſs- 
ful; ſuch a Heart, how well ſoever it 
may approve it {elf to the World, God 
will look upon as removed far fron _ 


| Deut. 6.3. This is God's own Precept, 
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Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with al thy thine 
heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy might. What have we then left to 
beſtow upon the World or upon our 
Luſts ? *Tis inconſiſtent with the Puri- 
ty and Sincerity of Religion, for Men 
to halt on both Sides, and to divide 
themſelves between God and Mammon ; 
to be ſometimes ſerious and devout, and 
to ſeem deeply affected with Remorſe 
for their Sins, and then again to lay 
aſide all ſuch Thoughts, and return to 
their former wicked Courſes. 
But ſuch is the Frailty and Corrup- 
tion of our ſo unhappy a Con- 
flict there is between the Powers of our 
Fleſh, and thoſe of our Spirit, that our 
Luſts and Paſſions, eſpecially if they have 
been once confirmd by vicious Habits, 
will often prove too hard for our ſtrong- 
eſt Vows and Reſolutions of Amend- 
ment ; therefore in the Text we are ad- 
viſed and exhorted to the Duty of Faſt- 
ning the Fic. and qening the 
gaini 
compleat Maſtery over our 3 that 
don og og > robe 
Hearts. But by Faſting, we are not 
ane. 


Of REPENTANCE. 

from this or that particular fort of Di- 
et, making a Diſtinction of Meats, 
where. God has made none: But tis 
ſuch abſtaining ſrom all kinds of Food, 
as may be moſt ſerviceable to the great 
Ends of 
duing the Fleſh, that we may the bet- 
ter follow the Dictates of our own Rea- 


of God's Holy Spirit. 

And as an outward T 
I er 
feel in our ſelves, for having offended 
God by our Ini and having ſo 


juſtly deſerv'd the heavy Judgments 


which he has threatned againſt them. 
Our faſting muſt be accompany'd with 


3 — and _——_— mourning. Thus holy 
his Repentance ; 

ing rey an grieving for his Sins 
in Private, he y confeſs d and be- 
wail'd them, and ound to all the World, 
what Trouble and Anguiſſi of Spirit, 
they had brought upon him. 

By ſuch open Profeſſions of Repen- 
tance as he was wont to make, Men 
take the Shame of their Sins to them- 


ſelves, and as far as in them lies, re- 


move the Scandal and Offence which 


con: 


by taming and ſub- 


ſon, aſſiſted by the gracious Influences | 
of that 


was thereby given to their Brethren, 
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ed by the Hy pocrite; who, when he 
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contrary to the Practice of many Hard- 
ned Wretches, who glory in their Shame; 


and if they confeſs their Sins to one ano- 


triumph in them. 

But tho Weeping and Mourning, and 
other ſuch outward Acts or Signs of Re- 
pentance, are very proper Expreſſions of 
that inward Grief and Dread which we 
feel from our Sins, yet we mult take 
great Care that the whole Work of Re- 
pentance, be not made to conſiſt in 
them. For theſe are eaſily counterfeit- 


as the Goſpel obſcrves, can make 
bimſelf of a ſad countenance; and as to 
Looks or Geſtures, or any Bodily Per- 
formances, 'tis hardly poſlible to diſcern 
him from thoſe that are ſincerely pe- 
But outward Ceremonies or Appear- 
ances, are no ways acceptable with God, 
any farther than as they are Signs or 
Indications of the inward AﬀeCtions of 
the Soul; they may ſerve in ſome Mea- 
fure to edify others, and make them ſe- 

rious and minc;ul of their Duty, but to 
our ſelves, they are altogether unprofi- 


table, unleſs the Heart gocs along with 
them. Therefore we are exhorted — 
the 


ther, tis only to applaud themſelves, and 
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the Text, To rent our heart aud not our 
garments, when we turn to the Lord our 
God; which is an Alluſion to the Cuſtom 
of ſome Eaſtern Nations, who were wont 
to tear their Garments, when any ex- 
traordinary Calamity or Affliction be- 
fel them. The Concern then which we 
have for our Sins, muſt wound our Hearts 
and Conſciences, muſt make us humble 
and contrite before God, otherwiſe, all 
outward Geſtures. and Shews of Repen- 
tance, are hypocrital and inſignificant. 

But leaſt the Difficulties of Repen- 
tance, the Self-denyal and Auſterities 
which muſt be exercisd in it, ſhould 
diſcourage Men from undertaking fo 
neceſſary a Duty, or leaſt the Juſtice 
of God, his Hatred of Sin, and decla- 
red Indignation againſt it, ſhould make 
Men deſpair of Succeſs, and io lay afide 
all Thoughts of it, and grow the bolder 
and more hardned in their Wickednels, 
to prevent ſuch kind of Prejudices, which 
are commonly attended with all man- 
ner of Licentious Living, the Prophet 


repreſents God to us in ſuch Characters, 
as may invite us to return to him ; they 
are the ſame Attributes in which God 
deſcribes himſelf to Moſes. The Lord Exod. 34. 
God, merciful and gracious, long ſefering, 6. 

ain 
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Pal. 103. 


will repent of the Evil, the 
Puniſhments which he has fo often de- 
nounced 


pitieth them that fear bim. 
Allowances for our Frailties, for be knoweth 
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and abundant in goodneſs and truth. God 


is fo gracious and compaſſionate, that it 
is more agreeable to his Nature to do 
Good, "han to inflict Evil; he is ſo mer- 
ciful, that he carrys towards us, the 
Bowels and Tenderneſs of a Father. This 
the Plalmiſt aſſures us of. Like as 4 fa- 
ther pitieth bis own Children, ſo the Lord 
He makes 


whereof we are made; he remembreth that 
we are but duſt. And even when we 
have ſinned deliberately, and of malici- 
ous Wickneſs, he is ready to receive us 
with open Arms, upon our Return to 
him: And if we repeat of our Sins, he 
Plagues and 


againſt them. 
If this be the true Nature of God, 
and the Sinner ſtands upon ſuch hope- 


ful Terms of Reconciliation with him, 


how wicked and us is that Opi- 


nion of the Novatians, who affirm, That 
_ once receiv d uito Favour by 


grafied into the Body of t::s Son 


_ Chriſt Jeſus, if they ſhall afterwards all 


into Apoſtacy, ar awe ether Ec0r aus 


Crimes, there can be no es 


of Macy tor them. £2218 Dock: 5 of 
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theirs, how contrary ſoever it be to the ors 
| __ ＋ H oe I 33 

enour of the Goſſ pretend to 
ground upon theſe places of Scripture. 
For it is #mpoſſible for thoſe who were once heb. 6. 4; 
#nlightned, and have taſted of the beavenly 55 8. 
gift, and were made partakers of the Floly © 
Ghoſt, and bave taſted the good word of 
| God, and the powers of the world to come, 
if they ſbal fall away, _— 
unto Repentance. If we fin wilfully after neb. 10. 
that we have received the . greet * 
truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice 
for Sins. If after they have eſcaped the 2 Ep. Per. 


uncapable of Repentance, which is 
—— cw f a 
| oa 
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ſhalt thou not remove. And the Prophet 
to 


and 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for be will abundantly pardon. * 
Religious good Men under the Law, 
were io fully fatisfy'd of God's Readi- 
_ n 
| one another to Repentance, upon t 
* ſure Proſpect of it. As we read in 
Hoſea, 6.1. Foſea, Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord, for be hath torn, and be will heal 
us ; be bath ſmitten, and be will bind us 
* to God, ſuppoſes that Men 
were once with him, and belonged to 
him; and if the Offers of Grace and 
Forgivenels, are made in Holy Scripture 
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to thoſe who will return, then it is evi- 
dent, that they who were once in Chriſt, 
and have fallen away from him, ſhall 
upon their R nce, be reſtored to 
his Favour, and their Sins (tho of the 
dye) ſhall be done away by Vir- 
tue of the Baptiſmal Covenant, in which 
on God's Part, Remiſſion of Sins is pro- 
miſed to thoſe, who will forſake them : 
Otherwiſe, miſerable were the State of 
notwithſtanding all that our 
Saviour Chriſt has done and ſuffer d for 
us: For what Man upon Earth is there 
ſo 
that we have no ſon, 


we deceive our ſe 


Refuge for the greateſt Sinner of us all 
As eng Faith in his 
ma 


* 
> Can | 


that he ſinneth not? Teeſe 
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fame Nature. So 
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Children, if they will repent and return 
to him. 

David was once ſo highly in God's 
Favour, that he ſeems to rejoyce and 
triumph in him. 7 have found David 
the ſon of Jeſſe, a man after mine own 
heart, who will fulfil al my will. What 
greater Commendation can any Man wiſh 


tor, than this which he had from God 


himſelf : and yet ſo great a Saint, one fo 
ready to perform all the Will of God, 
committed two ſuch Sins, as ought ſcarce 
to be named amongſt Chriſtians ; Adultery 
and Murder : But no one doubts of 
David's being pardon d, and of his dy- 
ing in God's Peace and Favour. 

St. Peter is another Inſtance of the 
great was his Faith 
in owning Chriſt to be the Sor of the 
living God, that upon the account of 
it, our Saviour pronounced him bleſſed. 
Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjona. With- 
out queſtion, he was then in a juſtify'd 
Stare; and yet afterwards, in a time of 
Danger, his Faith and his Courage faild 
him; for he deny'd his Maſter in the 
baieſt manner, with Oaths and Execra- 
tions, although he had heard from his 


fore men, him will I alſo deny before my 


father 
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father which is in heaven. But fo far 
was he from cut off from the Mer- 
cy of God, that 


85 


his Repentance, he 


was ſuffer d to continue in the Office of 


an Apoſtle. 
And one would have thought that his 
Remorſe for this Sin, together with the 
 Effuſion of the Holy Spirit, 
which with the reſt of the Apoltles 
he was made Partaker of, after our Sa- 
viour's Aſcenſion, ſhould have kept him 
ſtedfaſt to his Duty, and have ſtrength- 
ned and him to Perſeverance 
in it: But he relapsd agai 


manner, that St. Pau rebuked him open- Gal. 2. 


ly for his Diſſimulation. And yet there is 
no doubt but this Sin was alſo forgiven 


not a 
Human Frailty in the beſt of Men, 
of God's Readineſs to even 


Ve of theſe Examples of 
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Let not the Mercy and Forbearance 
of God, nor the certain A 
which a ſincere Repentance always finds 
with him, make Men ſecure and eaſie in 
the Enjoyment of their Vices, as tho 
it were in their own Power to repent 
when they have a mind to it. This 
Miſtake is very pernicious and de- 
ſtructive to the Souls of Men, as being 
the chief Cauſe why they defer their 
ance; t ok it as their 
own Work, and & car docde of 
to go through with it, whenever they 
ſet about it. Whereas indeed, it is the 
Gift and Grace of Almighty God, which 
he denys or withdraws, according to his 

own ed Picaſure. Without me, (lays our 
Ich. 15-5. Saviour) ye cas do nothing. And St. 
2Ep. Cor. Paul reaches us, We are not ſufficient of 
3-5" our ſelves, to think any thing as of our 
ſelves ; but our ſufficiency is of God. And 
Phil. 2.13- again, Ir is God that worketh in us, both 
to will aud to do. The Prophet Jeremiah, 
tho? he exhorts the Iſraelites to return 
Jer. 31: unto God, yet he ſays, Tarn thou me, O 
18. good Lord, and ſo ll 1 beturicdy for 
thou art the Lord my God. And in the 
Twenty fcurth Chapter, 7 will give 
them an beart to know me that I am the 


Lord, aud they ſball be wy people, . 
W7 
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— 
Second Diſcourſe 


On REPENTANCE 


- . YOUL, Þ. 13, 13 


Therefore alſo now ſaith the 


Lord, turn ye even to me 
with all your heart, and 
with faſting, and with weep- 
mg, and with mournmg. 
And rent your Heart and not 
your Garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God: for 
he is gracious and merciful, 
flow to anger, and of great 
kmaneſs, and repenteth him 
of the evil. 1 
| HE Nature of Repentance, ha- 
ving been ſhewn in the former 


edt 
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the Gift or Work of God in us, whereby 
we forſake our Sins, and return to him 
with a lively Faith and fervent Charity; 
which will moſt certainly bring forth 
1 as we know 
| to him. That we may 
the ma curl and fully underſtand 
this Duty, it now be diſtinct 
conſider'd in Four ſeveral Parts, wh 
_ — 
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We read that at St. * 
hey 
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2. When the Soul is overwhelm d 
with Sorrow, and truly humbled with 
41 i 8 the next 

is to in her Repentance, 
4 I'S to confeſs and acknowledge them 
1 8 to Almighty God, who is ready (as David 
3 tells us) to beal the broken 4 and 
1 to bind up their wounds. This Method 
the Plalmiſt himſelf took; and the good 
Succeſs he met wich from it, _—— 
| courage Sinners to tollow his Exam 
Plal. 32.5-7 acknowledged my fin unto thee, and mine 
e 444 I ſaid I 
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— e us from 
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of them, laying them open without any 
Excuſes or Reſerve, in — Co- 


James exhorts us to make to one another, 


Confeſs your Faults one to another, and pray Jan. 5.16 


one for another that yemay be bealed: Which 
Words, if they are to be underſtood of 
particular Faults, then ſuch are meant as 
one Man commits againſt another ; from 
whence proceeds Hatred, Strife, and 
deſire of Revenge. In which Caſes, he 
te the Perſon heb —_—_ 


our Saviours Advice. F et 
ing thy Gift to the Altar, and there re- 


the 
if his 
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them ſo groſly and impudently as ſome 
others may have done, yet in many 
Things we offend all, and we have too 
great a Beam in our own Eyes to be able 
to diſcern whether our Brother bas a great- 
er Beam in his Eye. We ought therefore 
jointly to beg each orhers Prayers for 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, 
ro ſtrengthen us againſt all Temptati- 
ons, and ro keep us firm and ſtedfait to 
our Duty, that notwithſtanding the 
Frailty of our Nature, we may all ob- 
tain that Salvation which Chriſt with 
— of his Blood hath purchaſed 
"i 
Indeed, the Church of Rome puts a 
quite different Conſtruction upon thoſe 
Words of St. James, tis upon this Place 
chiefly that they ground the neceſſity of 
Auricular Confetiion, although we find 
no mention made in it either of a Prief, 
or of Abſolution, we are exhorted to pray 
one for another; but if this be to abjolve, 
then they put the Power of Abſolution 
into the Hands of the People, for ir is 
here mutually required of each Party, 
as well they who confeſs, as they to 
whom the Confeſſion is made, are bid ts 
pray one for the other. N 
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But 
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But tho there is ſo little Ground in 
Scripture for Auricular Confeſſion, and 
very many and great Inconveniencies at- 
eln yet it turns ſo 

much to the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Prieſthood in the Church of Rome, that 
they will in no wiſe part with it, but al- 

1 ledge in its Defence thoſe Words of our 
u. Saviour, Gothy way, ſhew thy ſelf to the 
li Prieſt ; - "PIT that the Perſon 


God, upon __— — to = to 
what purpoſe is it to make Confeſſion of 
them to the Prieſt afterwards ? 

"Tis at beſt a weak way of reaſoning to 
draw Arguments from Similes and Me- 
taphors, but in this Caſe their own Wea- 
pons are turned againſt them, for the 


Argument they make uſe of, plainly con- 
_ the Doctrine they would eſtabliſh 


"I" the Senſe which St. 
gives of thoſe Words, Who is the Prieſt 
we are to ſhew our ſelves to, if t 
is meant confeſſing our Sins? but he who 
is the true Prieſt, the Prieſt for ever after the 
Order of Melchiſedeck. None but Chriſt 


himſelf, the Sbepberd and Biſhop of our 
Souls, 
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Souls, who offered himſelf up a Sacrifice 

to attone for the Sins of all Mankind, 

is able to waſh and cleanſe us from our 

Sins, and grant us full Pardon and Re- 

miſſion of them. Therefore, ſays St. 

Auſtin, what have I to do with Men that 

they ſhould bear my Confeſſion, as though 

they were able to heal my Diſeaſes ? 

Not but that Men are bound in Pru- | 

dence to Conſult and Adviſe with their 

Paſtor, or ſome other Learned and Diſ- | 

creet Miniſter of God's Word, and to | 

open their Conſciences to him when they 

labour under Doubts and Scruples which 

they cannot otherwiſe ſatisfie, that ſo 
their Minds may be quieted and compo- 

fed by the good Counſel they may hope 

to receive, and by the Comfort of God's 

Word, adminiſtred by thoſe whom God 

has Authorized and Appointed to declare 

and interpret his Will out of it, but to 

be obliged to a particular Recital of eve- 


ry Sin to what Perſon ſoever, is againſt 
the Li of Chriſtians, there being 
no 


or Foundation for it in -Holy 
Scripture : If it were enjoin'd by Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles, it could in no Caſe be 
laid aſide or diſpensd with, but we find 
in Ecclebaſtical Hiſtory, that it was put 
down at Conftantinople p by Nectarius = 
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which ſets all the other Parts of it on 


if we did not firmly believe that God 
will forgive us our Sins, and take us into 


ferings and Obedience. 


Dis coussz IV. 


ſhop of that Place, by Reaſon of ſeveral 
great Inconveniencies which proceeded 
I required 

dly, Anot ing in our 
3 is Faith, « or a ſtedfaſt Reli- 
ance upon Almighty God for the Perfor- 
mance of the gracious Promiſes he has 
made us of free Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
of Sins through the Merits and Satisfa- 
ction of Chriſt Jeſus. This is fo abſo- 
lutely required in our Repentance, that 
it is the chief or firſt moving Principle, 


working; for why are we ſorry for our 
Sins ? Or to what purpoſe ſhould we go 


about to confels them to Almighty God, 


his Favour for the ſake of Chriſt's Suf- 


Without Faith we find all the other 
Parts of Repentance to be vain and inet- 
fectual: The Schoolmen allow it theſe 
Three Parts only, Contrition, or a hear- 
ty unfeigned Sorrow; Confeſſion, or a 
free Acknowledgment of our Sins, and 
Satisfaction as far as it is in our Power to 
make it. But Judas repented after this 
ſort, and yet received no Beneſit from 
it. His Sorrow was ſo great, that it 
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made his Life an intolerable 


Burthen, 
and he went and hanged himſelf : He 


made anopen Confeſſion of his Faults to 
the Chief Prieſts and Elders, in ſuch a 
manner 2s muſt needs incenſe and pro- 
voke them. I bave fined (ſays he) in 
that I bave betrayed the Innocent Blood. 
Were not they — guilty who had 
condemned and were reſolved to cruciſie 
him? He yet farther made what Satis- 
faction he could for his Villany, he gave 
them back again the Thirty Pieces of 
Silver with "which he had been tempted 
to betray him. What was wanting to 
compleat ſuch a. Repentance but Faith 
only ? But througa this De 
ended in Deſpair and his utter Ruin. 
Whereas Se. Peter, who was guilty of 
2 Crime of the higheſt Nature, denying 
his Maſter with Oarhs and Execrations ; 
yet immediately coming to himſelf, and 
weeping bitterly for his Sin, and lay ying 
hold of the Mercies of God by a livel 
Faith, found Favour and Acceprance wich 
him; there is little — to be per 


ceived between his Repentance, and es 


Sin to be too great for Pardon, and fo 
deſpair d of it; but the other, tho he 
aaa. a his Sin, yer 
Ry 2 


1 


of Judas, but that the one thought his 
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humbled himſelf for it, and believed 
the Mercy of God and the Merits of his 
Saviour to be greater, which Faith en- 
couraged him to proceed in his Repen- 
tance till he obtain d his Pardon; and he 
ſhew'd the Sincerity of it in bringing 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance ; for, 
as much had been forgiven him by his Ma- 
ſter, ſo he loved him mach. 

4thly. And this is the Fourth thing 


required in Repentance, or rather tis the 


Fruit of it, or infallible Sign of its Sin- 
cerity, it Men grow more careful in their 
Obedience. If they become New Crea- 


tures, and ſtudy to pleaſe and Glorifie God 


by their good Works, This Advice John 
the Baptiſt gave to the Phariſees and Sad- 
duces when they came ro be baptized of 
him, bring forth Fruits meet for Re 


Mat. 3. 7. tance. Unleſs thev did fo, their Bap- 


tilm wouid avail- them little, for they 
hould not eſcape the Wrath to come. 
They who are unſeignedly forry for 
their Sins, will be as ready to forlake 
them , and to avoid all the Occaſions by 
which they were led into them, and if 
ſuch a real Change be wrought in their 
Minds as the Word Repentance . 
in the Original importeth: They will 
put on all ſuch Habits as * 
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their former Vices : inſtead of that Un- 
cleanneſs, Malice or Covetouſneſs they 
were before addicted to, they will tet 
themſelves to lead ſuch innocent, holy, 
and charitable Lives, as will make them 
approved of by God, and exemplary 
and profitable to > chav Brethren. 
There are not wanting in Holy Serip- 
ture, Examples of ſuch bleſſed Fruits of 
a true Converſion, Zacheus was ready to 
make a four-fold Reſtitution of the Wealth 
he had gotten by Fraud or falſe Accuſa- 
tion. This was a good Proof of his 
Love to Juſtice, and his Charity was no 
leſs viſible, half of his Goods he icli. Luke 19, 
tbe 
The ſinful Woman, who in all Pro- Luke 3. 
was an Harlot, became a true 
Convert and Diſciple of our Saviour's ; 
and theſe were the Signs and Fruits af 
her Repentance, ſhe expreſsd her Sor- 
row by the Abundance of Tears which 
ſhe ſhed, ſhe alſo ſhew'd her Humility, 
and her Love of Chriſt, by waſhing his 
Feet with them, wiping them with 
the Hairs of her Head, and anointing 
them with her precious Ointmerit. Our 
Saviour indeed tells her it was her Faith ver. 3 
which ſaved her; but it was ſuch a Faith 
as worketh by Love, and ihew'd by the 
H 3 Fruits 


Discoursn IV. 
Fruits of it that ſhe was become a New 


Creature. 
The feveral Parts of a true Repen · 
tance being thus explain d. I proceed to 
ſhew what Reaſons or Motives there are 
to encourage every Man ſeriouſly and 
_ diligently to ſet about it. 
1. There are many earneſt Exhorta- 
tions and ſtrift Commands in Holy Scri- 
pture, given by God himſelf, for the 
Performance of this Duty : He invites 
the liraclites to it in a moſt affectionate 


ainſt me, make you a new heart 
new ſpirit ; for Why will ye die, 0 bouſe 
bat 14-1 of Thad: And in Hoſes, 0 Iſrael, re- 
turn unto the Lord thy God, for thou haſt 
fallen by thine iniquity ; take with you 
words, and turn to the Lord; ſay unto 
him, take away all iniquity, and receive 
ur graciouſly, ſe will we render the calves 
44 IS. 

is great | Folly and Ingratitude in us, 
ever to have forſaken the Will and Law 
of our Creator, but to refuſe his gra- 
cious Calls of to him, to neg- 
lect to obey, when he commands us on- 
Iy not to ruin our ſelves utterly, diſco- 


vers ſuch Stubborneſs in our Rebellion 
againſt 
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againſt him, as deſervedly cuts us off 
Gliey + and wil being thr Reta npen 

; will bring that Ruin upon 
us, which we fooliſhly made our own 

Choice : Tho' it be greater than we can 
conceive or imagine it to be, even eter- 
nal DeſtruQtion in the Jakes of fire and 
 Grimſtone, prepared for the devil and his 


angels 
nce, God 


2. To encourage our Repenta 

has frequently declar d, that if it be ſin- 
cere, it ſhall obtain our Pardon and Re- 
conciliation with him: "Tis the Conditi- 
on upon which he promiſes Remiſſion of 
Sins under the Goſpel. And before our 
Saviour's A in the Fleſh, the 
Jews had the fame Promiſes annex'd to 


this Duty. As we read in Ezetzel. If the gꝛek. 18. 
wicked will turn from all his fins that be _— 


bath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes, 
and do that which is lawful and right, be 
ſhall ſurely live, be ſhall not die. 

3. The Filthineſs and Deformity of 
Sin, ſhould make Men deſirous to be 
cleanſed and purged of it, by an unfeign- 
ed Repentance. *Twas Plato's ſaying, 
That if Men could but ſee rhe Uplinels 
of Vice, they would hate and avoid it, 


as they would do Poylon : There are 
many Conſiderations that ſhould make 
| ws -7 it 
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„ waa —— — 


it much more deteſtable to a Chriſtian 
than it could be to a Heathen: We know 
that it makes a Separation between God 
and our Souls. If an Impenitent Sinner 
preſumes to approach him with Prayers 
and Interceſſions, he hideth away his 
Face, he will not hear, he withdraws 
his Preſence from ſuch Wretches in this 
Life, and 'tis the irreverſible Law of his 
Kingdom, the New Jerufalem, that 10 
unclean thing ſhall enter therein, There 
is yet one 122 which alone might 


convince us of the odious Nature of Sin, 


and the dreadtul Effects of it, that no- 
thing leſs than the Blood of the Son of 
God, could atone, or ſatisfy for it. 
Mere it then as for us to ap- 
pear in the Preſence of an Earthly Prince, 
as it is to make our Addreſſes at the 
Throne of Grace, Should we not care- 
fully put away ſrom us, whatſoever things 
were likely to be offenſive to the Maje- 
My we approach: Let us have the fame 
Regard to the Majeſly of God, and the 
whole Court of Heaven, as we have to 
that of an Earthly Monarch ; and there 
needs no other Argument to convince 
us of the Neceſſity of parting with our 
Sins, and becoming New Creatures. 


There 
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There is a Natural Shame 
upon Sin, which ariſes from the in 
Senſe we have of its Indecency and De- 
1 Men who have not renounced 

M 
Faults, and are abaſhd at their firſt Diſ- 
covery; but if our Sins are made never 
ſo Publick to Men, who are Sinners like 
our ſelves, this is not to be 
with that Confuſion we ſhall be under, 
when they are broug ht in Judgment be- 
fore God and his Holy Angels. 

4. The Frailty and Uncertainty of 
1 Lives, which 
upon God's good Pleaſure, that when he 
thinks fit he takes them away from us, 
allowing us no Security of our Abode 
here, no not for a Moment ; Death be- 


, are deſirous to conceal their 


depend fo abſolutely 
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ing very often ſent to ſummon us to 


Judgment, without giving 
tice beſore · hand of its Ap 
ſhould make us ſerious and early i in our 
Repentance, that whenever we depart 
hence, we may chearſully ſubmit our 
ſelves to the Will of God, being aſſured 
of his Peace and Favour. 


the leaſt No- 


If we have not taken care to be re- 


conciłd to him, how dreadful is the 
Conſideration of giving an account cf 


: This 


our ſelves i in Judgment] For fo it is, the 


Condition 
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Condition we are ſound in when Death 

ſeizes us, is that which we are account 

able for at God's Tribunal: As the Ma- 

lice of Men or Devils, can make it no 

worſe than it is, ſo all our Endeavours, 
our Prayers or Interceſſions, cannot make 
Eccle. 11. it better, as the Preacher tells us. As 
3 the tree falleth, whether it be towards the 
ſouth or towards the north, in the place 
where it falleth there ſball it be. For 
which reaſon, the Son of Sirach gives 
ndu.5. Us 9 Make no tar- 
rying to turn to the Lord, and put not off 


| fee8 dy ts do, for fabdoch flalt the 


uſe of for delaying 

ee e de ee e 
Strength, or to the Experience 

tae hate hal of God' Long Suſe 

> hy, od Db 1 
oy or os 

with concerning his — 9 — 
can never anſwer to himſelf why he neg- 
lets this Duty, and God will not allow 
of any Excuſe for it. 


Whenever 
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Whenever therefore we ng to pe 
Work, either by the Preaching of God's 
Holy Word, or by the Influences of his 
Spirit, we ought in Wiſdom, immedi- 


n * 


1 ſevere Threat- 
ning. 7 will deliver them to be removed yer. 24.5: 
into all Kingdoms of the Earth, for their 
burt; to be a reproach and a proverb, a 
taunt and a curſe, in all whither I 
ſhall drive them: And I will ſend the 


ſuord, 
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d, the famine and the peſtilence 
= till => be conſumed from off the 
land that I gave unto them, and to their 
Fathers. But what are theſe Temporal 
Calamities, if compared with the Pu- 
niſhments reſerv'd for them in the Life 
to come? Of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 


m—_— their hardneſs and impenitent heart, 


they treaſure up unto themſelves wrath 


the righteous of 
Let theſe Terrours of the Lord per- 


ſuade Men to conſult their Safety, and 


return to him: We have on the other 
hand, all the we could 
defire to invite us toit. If we will lay 


hold on his Mercy, upon thoſe Terms 
he has 


ly Faith and an U epentance, 
the Blood of his Son Chriſt Jeſus will 


in his Goſpel, a Live- 
R 


cleanſe us from all Iniquity, and he will 
rouhfſ 10s all the Marks of his 
_ Favour, in giving us thoſe good 
which he ſees convenient — 


and crowning our Obedience with eter- 
nal Weights of Glory, in his Heavenly 


DIS- 


againſt the *. of wrath, N revelation of 
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Againſt IDLENESS 


4 Twns Md. 16. 


We commanded you, that if 
any would not work, neither 


foul he eat. 
HO Man be Born to Labour, 

fitted and deſigu d by Almighty 

God for ſome Calling or 1 
. yet there is nothing e 
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Vice ; the Wealthy take to it as their 


Due; moſt Men wiſh for it, and pro- 
poſe it as the End of all their Induſtry 


and Labours. 


It is therefore fit that in this Particu- 


lar, Men ſhould be reminded and admo- 
Duty, that they ſhould 


niſh'd of their 
be made to underſtand that they are 
bound to Labour, not only when Ne- 
ceſlity drives them to it, but by Virtue 
of God's Command ; who requires that 
every Man ſhould apply himſelf to ſome 
honeſt Calling or Buſineſs : And as an 
idle Courſe of Life is attended with un- 
Miſchiets and Inconveniencies, 
ſo Labour and Induſtry being of God's 
own A at for us, are bleſsd by 
him with the greateſt Advantages. 
Now that Man was ordain'd by God 


to Labour and Employment, may ap- 


; from his Natural Frame and Stru- 
; from the Faculties _ Powers 


_ 
Life, as they : are at preſent order d by Pro- 
Nay, it appears from the Condi- 


tion Man was in at his very firſt Creati- 


on, r 
nocence and Purity, even then God put 


him 
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their own bread, and not be weary in well 


of other Men, to diſcountenance them 


ing all Pity and Compaſiion from them, 
to relieve them; but if the Command 


on will not work, neither ſhall they eat 


Discourss VI. 

from thoſe Men who lived fo diſor- 
derly as to take no Pains for an ho- 
neſt Livelyhood, who did no Work 
at all, but (as 'tis uſual for ſuch Men) 
they were Bufte-Bodies, medling in eve- 
ry. Mans Aﬀairs, to judge and cenſure 
them. He preſſeth them very earneſt- 
ly, commanding and exhort ing them by our | 
Lord Feſus Ghrif, that they would find 

themſelves other ſort of Buſineſs ; that 
they would work with quietneſs, and eat 


doing ; for ſo he calls every innocent, 


uſeful Employment: But if they ſhould 
refuſe to follow his Advice, he requires it 


all can, by avoiding their Compa- 
2 not only ſo, but by withhold- 


not to think it any matter of 


of God has no Influence upon them, Ne- 
ceſſity muſt compel them: For if they 


But this is not to be underſtood abſo- 
lutely of bodily Labour, that no one 
ſhall cat who is not that way employ'd ; 
for there are Labours of ſeveral Kinds, 
ſome whereof exerciſe the Mind, others 
the *. and there are ſome which 


WF _ equally 


5 ww vv 


— 
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far from 
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equally proceed from the Faculties of 


Whioever does good to the State of 
which he is a Member, by a Prudentand 


Faithful Adminiſtration of its Govern- 


. is wien to others in aſſiſt» 
ing tliem with good Counſel in doubt- 


ful and difficult Caſes relating to their 


Souls, Bodies or Eſtates ; whoever is ta- 
ken up in inſtructing the Ignorant, or 

in any other ſuch Matters which require 
the Pains of the Mind, that Perſon is fo 
idle, or deſerving to be 
reputed ſo, or to be look'd upon as un- 


_ worthy of a Livelihood, that as his La- 


bour is really the moſt difficult, fo is it 
the moſt uſeful, and moſt Honourable. 


2 ec 
able or — nat ak - 


This is S. Paul's Judgment with reſpect 
to the Paſtoral Office ; they that Labour 
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1 Tim. 5. Idle, wandring about from Houſe to Houſe, 


13. 


49. 
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Bodies, ſpeaking Things which they ought 


as are declared to have been the Cauſes 


Dis couxs z VI. 


their Time cither in doing nothing, or 
in what they ought not to do. S. Paul 
has ſo ill an Opinion, and fo little Chari- 
ty forthem, that be will not ſuffer them 
to be maintained by the Alms of the 
Church : However, their Poverty might 
otherwiſe recommend them thereto, as 


particularly in the Caſes of Widows, he 


charges 7imothy to refuſe ſuch as were 


and not only Idle, but Tatlers and bufie 


nor. 
There needs no other Proof of the hei- 
nouſneſs of this Sin of Idleneſs, than 


the terrible Judgments which God in- 


flicted upon Sodom for it. The Prophet 
Ezekiel reckons it amongſt the grievous 
Provocations which brought down Fire 
and Brimſtone from Heaven upon that 


Ezck. 15. City; Behold this was the Iniquity of So- 
| dam, Pride, Fulneſs of phos op 4 abun- 


dance of I ::neſs was in ber and in her 
Daughters, liat is, in the neighbouring 
Cities that were ſubjeQt to her, the 
dreadful Overthrow which befel them 

ought to be a Warning to every Man, 
more-eſpecially to beware of ſuch Sins 


Es... 
— ( hri iſtia as 
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Chriſtians have Reaſon to much 
greater Jud s, if they give them- 
ſelves up to Sloth and Idleneſs, and con- 
tent themſelves to live like Drones upon 
the Fruits of other Mens Labour and 
Induſtry, as they wilfully Tranſgreſs the 
Command of God, = fruſtrate the 
Deſigns and Intentions of his Provi- 
dence, fo hereafter they ſhall be called to 
a ſtrict Account for the Time they have 
mif-ipent, and the Talents they have 
waſted, and ſhall have their N 
with the unprofitable Servant in outer _ 
Darkneſs, where there is Eternal Weeping ** 
aud gnaſhing of Teeth. 
| There are innumerable Miſchiefs and 
Inconveniencies which in this Life attend 
upon Idleneſs; Poverty is almoſt a ne- 
ceceſſary Conſequent of it, tis a dili- 
gent Hand as Solomon teacheth us, which Prov. 10 
maketh rich. He that tilleth his Land ſhaly, 
have Plenty of Bread, but be that follow- 19. 
eth after vain Perſons ſball have Poverty 


enough ; the Slugg by Prov204; 


ard will not Plow 
Reaſon of the Cold, —_— ſhall be beg 
in Harveſt aud have not bing. 
Tis needleſs to bring Proofs where 
our on Experience and Obſervation may 
very eaſily convince us; for from whence 


proceeds fo great an Increaſe of the poor 
2 O 


116 Discourss VI. 
2 What are their Miſe- 
but Slath and Idleneſs ? 
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Idleneſs brings upon the Soul? Tis a 
ſort of Lo Mind, a Diſ- 
eaſe bad enoug it ſelf, but yet tis 
ſeldom alone, tis for the moſt part ac- 
ny d with a Train of other Vices., as 
the Son of Sirach tells us, Ir teacbeth Ecdus.z1. 
much Evil; and S. Bernard calls it the 27 
Mother of all Evils, and Step- Dame of all 
Virtues, and fays of it, that it prepares 
and treads the Way to Hell-Fire. 5 
Where it is once indulged, the Devil 
, — * 13 A a _ 
and is to manner © 
Wickedneſs 1 as =” you the 
Parable, hilf Mew | tbe Enemy Mat. 23. 
came and ſowed his Tares. Then we give: 
him the greateſt Advantage againſt us, 
then is the moſt proper Time for his 
Snares and Temptations to ſucceed in, 
when we are aſleep, when the beſt Pow- 
ers of our Souls are as it were bound up 
and ſtupify'd with Eaſe and dleneſs. 
This we learn more particularly from 
Two Examples in Holy Scripture. David 
is one of them, Who ſtayd at Hlome in, Sm. 11. 
Jeruſalem at the time when Kings go forth 
to Battle, leaving the Conduct of his 
Army (which ought to have been his 
own proper Charge) fo TJoab and bis 
Servants. When he thus gave himſelf 
| v3 up 


118 Dis couxs x VI. 
up to Eaſe and Reſt, the Devil laid hold 
of the Opportunity, and prevailed with 
him to commit Two of the greateſt Sins, 
Murder and Adultery, for which God 
pronounced the ſevere Sentence againſt 
298m . him by the Prophet Nathan, The Sword 

10. hall never depart from thine Houſe. 
q Another Inſtance of this kind is that 
of Sampſon, who was invincible fo long 
as he kept himſelf employ'd in that Work 
to which God had deſigned him, which 
was warring with the Phzliſtens ; but 
when his Mind was ſoſten'd with the 
Love of Eaſe and Pieaſure, he commit- 
ted Fornication with Dalilab, and for 
his Puniſhment, was ſoon after betray'd 
by her with whom he had finn'd, fo that 
his Enemies took a cruel Revenge upon 
him, and he who before was ſo terrible 


1 to them, was look'd upon as one who 
| was only fit to be made Sport with. 

If David and Samſox, who were both 
of them ſo highly favoured by God as to 
be endow d with extraordinary Gifts of 
his Dine Spirit, the one with that of 
Propheſie, the other with wonderful 
Perional Strength and Courage ; if fuch 
Men whom no Dangers or Difficulties, 
no Toils or Labour could ever conquer, 
were ſubdued by their own Luſts, * 


and 
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ſoon as they allowed themſelves in Eaſe 
and Idleneis, if they ſell ſo deeply under 
God's Diſpleaſure for the Sins they were 
thereby betray'd into, we have the great- 
eſt Reaſon to conclude of all Slothful 
Perſons, that they lie expoſed to all Man- 
ner of Wickedneſs, and that God's ſeve- 
reſt Judgments are reſerved for them. 

'Tis in vain for Men to excuſe or flat- 
ter themſelves, that in doing nothing 
they do no Harm, it being on the con- 
trary very rightly obſerved, that they 
who do nothing, are at Leiſure to learn 
practice all kind of Evil. 


The Devil himſelf is never idle, S. Pe- 1 Ep. 5-8. 


about ſeeking whom he may devour, ought 
not we to be as watchtul and diligent ro 
fave our ſelves, as he is todeſtroy us? To 
be continually employed in ſome honeſt 
Action or other, in the Duties of Reli - 
gion, or in the Works of our Calling, 
is the beſt guard we can have againſt 
him, whoſe Snares do ſeldom ſucceed 
when our Thoughts are taken up and 
intent upon other Buſineſs; but if a Man 


through Lazineſs or want of Employ- 
ment be once reduced to Poverty, if ha- 
ving never been bred to any Trade or 
Calling he finds no way to turn himſelf 

I 4 to 


ter tells us, Like a roaring Lion be goeth - wa 4h 
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to for an Honeſt Livelihood, he becomes 
an eaſie Prey to our common Adverſary, 
yielding to every Temptation which of- 
fers it ſelf to him; hence it is that fo 
many Men take the moſt unlawful Cour- 
ſes to maintain themſelves by, they will 
not ſtick to lye or foriwear, to cheat or 
bear falſe Witneſs, or even ſometimes 
to ſteal and murder for a preſent Subſi- 
ſtance, though they Joſe the Quiet and 
Peace of their Conſciences, and very 
often their Lives by it, and are ſure 
without Re to loſe the Favour 
of God, and that his Vengeance will one 
Day meet with them for their Villanies. 
Such are the Fruits of this Sin of 
[dleneſs, tis attended with all the Mif- 
chiets one can ſuffer in this Life, with 
the loſs of every thing that is dear or 
valuable in it, and in the Life to come 
(unleſs God by his great Mercy Reforms 
and Pardons ſuch Wretches) eternal De- 
* _ be the Reward of it. 

A perfect Inſight into the Dangers pro- 
coeeding from this Sin, has made many 
wiſe and well· govern d States to endea- 
vour (if it were poſſible) to prevent 

and reclaim it. In Egypt every Man 
was obliged by Law to bring his Name 
* 
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the Place where he lived, certify 
withal in what Trade or Calling he ene 
ner 
ſeverely puniſſi d, diligent en- 

and rewarded. Amongſt the 
| Athenians the Slothſul were eſteem'd 
and puniſhd as the moſt heinous OE 
fenders. The Areopagites would make 
Men give an Account how they lived, 
and they who were found to be no way 
ſerviceable to the Publick, were banifh'd 
as un Members. 
In this Realm of ours very good Pro- 
. 
poſe. I Laws againſt Vagrants and 
common Beggars were but duly executed 
amongſt us, if they were not ſuffer'd to 
paſs from Town to Town without ſuch 
Correction as is appointed for them, we 
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Opportunities they have, in 


contriving or practiſing all Kinds of 


Laws er 
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he is under no Temptation to Flattery or 
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the real Wants and unavoidable Neceſſi- 
ties of their Brethren, as St. Paul ad- 

viſeth, Let him that ſtole ſteal no more, but 

rather let him labour, working with his 28. 

that is good, that he may 
bave to give to him that needeth ; and for 
an Encouragement to it, David thinks Mi 
it a great Happineſs (as it really is) for 1 
a Man to live upon his own La 

Thou ſhalt eat the Labours of thine Hand, pq, 128 

happy ſhalt thou be, and it ſhall be web. 

with thee. 

'Tis fo great a Happi t £ 
mon does not doubt to call it the Gift 
God, for a Man to eat and drink, * ; 
joy the good of all bis Labour. Such a 5 
one reaps the Fruit of his Pains and In- 

duſtry with a . 2 


123 


Ambition of others can * no Deſigns, 
nor take Advantage againſt him, who | 
poſſeſſeth no more than what he labours 
for; 


he is no Man's Vaſlal or Dependant; 


ſordid Compliances; he needs not cringe 
or teak ts ths Wendy for his Bread, 
„** 

in 
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Eccleſ. 11. them to rejoice in their Tout, to let 


9. 


Leiſure Hours (which lie ſo hea 
their Hands) as well as they could for 
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if they had any ideration, one 
would think they ſhould ſpend thok 
vy upon 


live without think. 
idering that they hold 


that Age and Infirmitics inſenſibly ſteal 
upon them. 

Time is the moſt valuable Talent we 
are intruſted with, it was never deſigned 
to be ſpent in Drow ſineſs, or in ill Com- 


pany, in Gaming or Revelling, or ſuch 


other Diverſions as young Men waſte it 


houghts or Re- 
ly adviſes 


their Heart chear them in the Days of 
their Touth, to walk in the Ways of their 
Heart, and in the fight of their Eyes, but 

a | 


as that of 7dleweſs in their Families, the 
to look 


z. Tc 7 rn er 
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in the Concluſion he gives them to under- 
4.4 that for al theſe Things God will 
bring them into Judgment. It were well 
ade hve the Charge 

take more Care oX cham than 


they do of themſelves, and allow them 


127 


Charge of Youth 


no idle Time or Opportunities for ſuch 


Courſes as they are too apt to take to; 


tis no indifferent Matter, but what God 
expects from them, under Pain of his 
heavieſt Diſpleaſure; if Parents or Ma- 
ſters neglect to redreſs ſo great an Evil 


Magiſtrate himſelf is 
after it, ſince it is a Vice not only de- 
ſtructive to Mens Souls, but it tends to 
the publick Diſhonour of God, and the 


ruin of Societies. If Rien in Authority 
will riſe up with Courage, and exe- 
thoſe who are 


cute the Laws upon 


ilry of it, they may hope to remove 
the Wrath of God, and make thoſe uſe- 


ful Members to their Country, who be- 


fore were a 


and a Burthen to 


I 


of God, as well as the Publick Intereſt, 
we nced not doube bur he will confirm 
his Covenant of Peace with us for ever. 


DISCOURSE 


| Againſt Drunkenneſs. 


Be not drunk with wine, where- 


frre 


ſo 
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E v H. v. 18. 


in 25 exceſs. 


E Grace of God which bring- 
eth Salvation, (ſays the Apoſtle) 
or which is the ſame thing, the 
Golpel of our Saviour Chriſt, teaches 
us, That denying lineſs and worldly 
laſts, me freald live ſoberly, as well as 
righteouſly aud godlily in this preſent world. 


day is the Greed of off Vinme and 


Religion; as on the other Hand, Drunten- 


of our Adverſary the Devil, 
Who goeth about like a roaring Lyon, ſeck- 
ing whom be may devour : And finding Men 
rr 
of God's Grace, he eaſily ſucceeds P 
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Temptation which comes in the Drunk- 
ard's way, be it what it will, can hard- 
Iy fail of its Effect, there being no Pow- 
er from within to withſtand it. But if 
Death, (to which we are ſubject every 
Moment of our Lives) ſhould happen 
to ſurprize the Drunkard in the very 
Act of his Intem how dreadful 
are the Con s of it! Of all other 
Sins, this of Drunkenneſs making Men 
the moſt unfit to give an Account of 
themſelves in Judgment. 

Wherefofe our Saviour Chriſt gives 
this Warning to his Diſciples, Take beed Luk. 21. 
to your ſelves, leaſt at any time your bearts 3% 
be over-charged with ſurfeiting and drunken- 
neſs, and the cares of this life, and ſo that 
day come upon you wnawares. And in St. 
Luke, he gives an Inſtance of a wicked Luk. 22. 
Servant, Who ſhould ſay in bis heart my 5 
Lord delayeth bis coming ; and thereupon 
domineers over his Fellow-Servants, and 
falls to cating and drinking ſo as to be 
drunken. The Lord of that ſervant (lays 
he) will come in 4 day when be looked not 
for bim, and at an hour when be is not 
aware; and will 2 882 
appoint bem bis portion with Unbel: : 
Wherein he only mn what we — 
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1 by our own Experience, that the Sin of 
—_ Drunkenneſs does often hurry Men to 
J Judgment, when they are the moſt un- 
1 prepared for it. CE 
A And how provoking a Sin it is in the 
1 Eyes of God, may appear from the Woes 
. and Threatnings denounced againſt it in 
18 Luk.6.25. Holy Scripture. Woe unto yon that are 
full, (ſays our Saviour) for ye ſhall hunger. 
Which is to be underſtood both of the 
miſerable Eſtate of the Intemperate in 
„ the World to come, where they are not 
1 allowed ſo much as one drop of water to 
cool their tongue ; and alſo in this Life 
it very oſten io happens, that God with- 
draus his Temporal Bleſſings from thoſe 
who have uſed them to Excels; and ſo they 
periſh with Hunger, who were not con- 
1 tent to uſe the good things of this Liſe 
of Prov. 23. with Sobriety and Moderation. Be not 
* 20. amongſt wine-tibers, (ſays Solomon) amoyg(t 
riotous eaters of fleſh, for the druntard 
and the glutton ſhall come to poverty. And 
Joel, 1. f. the Prophet Joel cries out, Awake ye 
arunkaras, and weep and howl all ye drink- 
ers of wine, becauſe of the new wine; for 
it is cut off from your mouth, And thus 
Almighty God puniſh'd our firſt Parents 
2 _—_ the Will of the Fleſh, _ 
Appetite, contrary to his exprels 
Command; 


ftr 2 


| Againſt DRUNKENNESS. 
Command ; he depriv'd them of all that 
Eaſe and Plenty which they enjoy d in 


Paradiie, and forced them to earn the 


bread they were to cat, with the ſweat of 
their ws And can there be a juſter 
Judgment, than that they (who waſte 
and abuſe the good things which God 
gave them lor their Nouriſhment and 
_pert) ſhould afterwards be deny'd 
even the moderate and convenient Ute 


of ſuch Enjoyments ? 


The Prophet 7/aiab does alſo denounce = 


unto them that riſe up early in the morn. 
ing that they way follem fron drink, and 
continue until nig 20 till wine inflame how ; 
and the harp, ad the viol, and the tabret 
and pipe are in their feaſts, but they re- 


gard not the work of the Lord, neither con- 
fider the operation of His hands. 
here upbraiced by the Prophet with one 


Men are 


very ill Ee of their featling to Ex- 
ceſs; that it renders them ungrateſul 
to their Maker, and averſe to the Per- 
formance of all religious Duties. They 
the Perſon from whom they re- 
ceive ſuch Bleſſings, as if they had no- 
thing more oP _ 2 them; 
they do not ys Prophet, 
3 
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* 


1 Tim. 4. Drinks, that they are the works 


* 


ca Sodom, and the Cities about her. 
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Or as the Apoſtle tells us of . _ 
_ by him, to be received with thankſ- 

of them who believe and know the 
— But if they have any Thoughts 
of God, if at their luxurious Entertain- 
ments they make any mention of his 
Holy Name, tis only to diſhonour and 
aflront it by blaſj Reflections, 


or horrid Oaths and Execrations. 


There being ſo much Impiety and In- 
gratitude towards Almighty God, for 


the moſt Part accompanying this Sin 


of Luxury and Intemperance, tis no 


Wonder that in his Holy Word he has 
declared himſelf fo ſeverely againſt it; 
and his great Deteſtation and Abhor- 
rence of this Sin, may yet farther ap- 
pear from the particular 1 
has in this Lite FP flited upon it. 

The Prophet Ezekiel tells us what was 
the Cauſe of the dreadtul Overthrow 2 
F. 

s of bread, that is luxury, and abund- 
ance of Idleneſs was in = for which 
Reaſon God rained down upon her Fire 
and Brimitone, the very Ingredients of 
Hell Torments. 

There are many Inſtances in Sacred and 
Proſane Hiſtory, of Men who loſt their 
Lives 
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Lives in their Fits of Drunkenneſs, which 
is no more than what may ordinarily be 
expected from this Vice ; and 'tis rather 
a Wonder that there are not more ſucli 


Examples, it being the Nature of it to 


provoke both God and Man, and to 
throw Men into Danger, when it has 
difabled all the Powers both of Mind 
and Body, and ſo made them unſit to 

guard themſelves againſt it. 
It is obſervable of this Sin, that when- 


ever God has ſuffer d his Servants to fall 


into it, it has been attended either with 
ſome remarkable Diſgrace and Miichief, 


or has led them into ſuch farther Wicked- 


neſs, as they could not otherwiſe be ſup- 
poſed to have committed: When Noah 
was overcome with Drink, he expoſed 
his Nakedneſs to his own Culdren, 
which muſt needs have leſſened their 
Eſteem for him, and weakned his pa- 
ternal Authority over them. Lot, who 
was ſo good a Man, that the Scriptures 
give him the Character of Righteous 
Lot, when he was deceiv'd into the fame 


Condition, committed Inceſt with his 
own Daughters, and fo raiſed up a Ge- 
neration that were inveterate Encmics 
and Scourges of God's People. 


K 3 One 


Dis couxs E VII. 

One would ſcarce have thought it poſ- 
ſible for the Children of ref after ſo 
many Miracles as thcy had een wrought 
for their D-liverancs out ot Egypt, to 

have fallen away into the Sin or Idola- 
try, but we find the Ocraſion of it; 
__ witen they were to ſacrifice to the Call, 
Exod. 3. they did firſt eat and drink, and reſe up 
25 to play. Luxury and Intemperance were 
the Fore-runncrs, if not the Cauſe of 
their Sin. 

God indeed tempteth no Man him- 
ſelf, but when for tome grievous Pro- 
vocation he {uiters Men to be tempted, 
he lets them put themſelves into ſuch a 
Condition, as gives the Tempter the 
greateſt Opportunities and Advantages 
againſt them. And a Fit of Drunken- 
neſs is certainly the molt proper time 
for him, when the Ute and Command 
of Reaſon is loft, the Senſe of Conſci- 
ence extirguiſh'd, and the Preſence of 
God's Holy Spirit is removed and ba- 
niſh'd ſrom the Soul. What Folly and 
Wickedneſs are not Men capable of at 
ſuci Times? When the light within them 

is darkneſs, (ſays our Saviour) how great 
is that darkueys * 5 

But to expoſe this Sin in its proper 

Colours, that Men may lc prevail d 


with 
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with to deteſt and ſhun it, we thall con- 
ſider thoſe Miſchiets wich do moſt 
commonly, and ſome of them even na- 
turally, proceed from it. 

And theſe are ſuch as either are hurt- 
ſul to our neighbours, or our ſelves. 

The Miichicls which Drunkenneſs 
does to a Man's ſelf, regard bis Body, 
bis Mind, or his Eſt ate. 

1. Tis true of Intemperance in gene- 
ral, whether it be Gluttony or Drunken» 
neſs, that it does the greateſt Injury 
imaginable to the Body, tho' for the 


preſent it pleaſes and gratifies its Luſts. 


This all Men are ſenſible of, who pro- 
poſe to themſelves any Honour or Ad- 
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vantage by bodily Performances. Eve- 1 cor. g. 
ry man that ftriveth for the maſtery, (lays 28. 


St. Paul) that is, every one that is bred 
up for the Race, or other ſuch Excercites, 
is temperate in all things. Exceis of Di- 
et makes the Body ſiuggith and unactive, 
not fit for any ſort of Buſineſs ; and 
what is worle, it is ſo far from nourith- 


ing the Body, that it raiſes in it an un- 


natural Heat, which is the Cauſe of ma- 
ny ſharp and incurable Diſtempers. The 


Marks of its Uawhol;omeneis appear 


in the very Looks of the Intcmperate z 
and other fad Inconvenicncics u hich do 
K 4 | fre- 
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frequently attend it, are deſcribed Y 

Prov. 23. — —wrwy Toy 2 
" row? Who hath Cuntent ions? Who bath 
Babblings * Who hath Wounds without 
Canſe > Who hath Redneſs of Eyes ? They 
that tarry long at the Wine, 222 
to ſeek mixt Wine. 3 
The Dangers and Miſchiefs of it are 

. yet farther deſcribd by him. 7hine Eyes 
ſhall behold ſtrange Women, and thine 
Heart ſhall utter perverſe things; thou 
ſhalt be as he that lieth down in the 
midſt of the Sea, or as be that lieth upon 
the top of a Maſt; they bave ſtricken me 
Halt thou ſay, and I was not fick, they 
have beaten me and I felt it not ; when 
ſhall I awake? I will ſeek it yet again. 
"Th the cen Uidduatad of this 
Sin, that when the Body is once accu- 
IEA 
Ving it; it ex- 
ae Drinking 2 Nouriſh- 
ment, it droops languiſhes without 
it. The Appetite, the more it has been 
this Way indulg'd, grows the more cra- 
ving and infatiable ; ſo that though the 
Drunkard may be made ſenſible of the 
great Dangers, and many Miſchiefs his 
Sin has expoſed him to, yet tis very 

ſeldom that he grows ſo much Maſter of 
2 himfſe!f 


_ ooh; by the Pains and 
Diſtempers and ill Habits it brings upon 
it. Every Fit of it is a ſhort Frenſie, 
which leayes the Mind in a ſtupid and 
ſottiſh Poſture, and ſometimes down- 
right Madneſs has enſued upon it. Men 
may flatter themſelves that this will not 
be the effect of their Drinking, but if 
we believe Seneca, they may as well ima- 
gine, that if they drink Poiſon it ſhall 
And as there is ſo ill an Influence up- 
on the Underſtanding from this Sin, fo 
it does likewiſe as much corrupt and 
deprave the Will. The Hoſea 


tells us, Wine and new Wine take away the wor. 4, 11 


Heart; they change its Diſpoſition and 
Inclinations, make it averſe to Religion 
and Virtue, and fill it with the worſt of 
Paſſions, ſuch as Luſt, Hatred, Revenge 
and Cruelty. As the Powers of Rex- 

fon decay and are weaken d, the Heart 
muſt needs be ſet open to receive any ill 

Impreſſions, 


, w<eoes 
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Impreſſions, as well as it is ſeen by Ex- 
at ſuch Times, to N any 
Ear Lal or Wickodaes i is addicted 


ro. 

Whatever Weakneſs a Man has, what- 
ever is the natural Temper or Bent of his 
Soul, it will moſt commonly betray ir 
ſelf in Drinking, becauſe every predo- 
. minant Paſſion in a Man is thereby 
heightned and 1 to that degree, 
that as it — Reaſon, ſo it 
leaves no room tor Reſerve br Caution; 
tis therefore no wonder at all that the 
Drunkards own Tongue does ſo often 

diſcover the Naughtineis of his Spirit. 

There is one very ill Property and El- 
ſett of this S e 
wnfit to Abi 2 and govern himielf, fo it 
renders him uncapable of receiving Ad- 
: vice, or being governed by others. 

Prov. 20. Wine, ſays Solomon, is a Mocker, ſtroug 

Drink is raging ;, that is, it makes Men 
mock and ſcoff at all good Counlel, or 
elſe it enrages them againſt thoſe Friends 
who are ſo faithful as to give it them. 
Wherefore, ſays he, whoſoever is deceived 
thereby is not wiſe. 

If Drunkenneſs be fo great a Crime 
in a private Man, tis much more into- 
lerable in Magiſtrates and —_ 

on 
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lomon tells us, It is not for Kings to drink Prov. 31. 


Wine, nor for Princes ſtrang Drank, leaſt * by 


they drink and forget the Law, and pervert 
the Judgment of any of the afflifted. There 

is great Danger of a Prince if he be giv- 
en to excels of Drinking, that it will 
diſpoſe him to be Arbitrary, and to ſet 
h. mielf up above right Reaſon, and the 
Laws of his Country, for the Drunkard 


loves Flattery, is a great Admirer of 
himſclf, is Proud and Infolent, and 


ſtrongly inclin'd to Cruelty ; bel; des, he 
is not able to keep a Secret, and conſe- 
quently isan unfit Perſon to manage pub- 


they muſt needs be ill-qualify'd to go- 
vern others, who have loſt all Govern- 
ment of themſelves. 

diy. Drinking to Exceſs 1s prejudi- 
WY og not only to the Soul and Body, 
but likewiſe to a Man's Temporal Estate. 
Indeed, ſometimes it happens that Men 
carry on their Deſigns and private Inte- 
reſts by it; they encreaſe their Trade 
by good Fellowſhip, force their Way 
into great Dealings by it, and being of 
Brain than their Companions, 
they may perhaps take the Advantage of 
it, and over-reach them in Bargaining ; 


or 


lick Intereſts, or to be entruſted with 
State Councils and Policies. In ſhort, 
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ſometimes an Ambitious Man, ha- 
of raiſing himſelf by 
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Prov. 21. Tahce will be found true, 
27- Wine and Oil, or delicious Fare; ſhall 


Drowfineſs ; the Effet of thoſe Vices, 
ſhall cloth a Man with Rags. 3 
Beſides the Loſs of Time and neglect 
of Buſineſs which are occafioned by 
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exhauſt their Subltance, and reducethem 


to Beggary. 
It is therefore commonly faid in De- 


of Sirach, when it is drunk to Ex- 
© maketh Birr 5 of Mind, and cauſ- 
erh Brawling and Strife, Railing and Re- 
vil all Manner of ill Language, 
and ſometimes Blows and Wounds pro- 
ceed from it. That is not to be accoun- 
ted a harmleſs Vice, which has been rhe 
Cauſe of ſo many Adulteries and Mur- 


upon himſelf, which was inten- 
ded 75 —  — 
many ; he wrongs his own Family 

his Profuſeneſs, and by his neglect to 
make ſuitable Proviſion for it; or if he 
be ſingle, and without ſuch Dependants, 
yet 


to other Men. Wine, r 
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yet, however, he wrongs the Poor, in 
difabling himſelf from doing his Duty 
of Charity towards rhem. 
| Can they be ſaid to be harmleſs Sin- 
ners, who give Scandal and Offence to 
all good Men, who are a Diſgrace to a- 
ny Church or Religion they proſeſs 
themſelves of, and who areunprofitable 
Members of the State they live under, 
being not fit to govern, nor willing to 
obey? 

A Drunkard is ſo great a Scandal to 
any Chriſtian Society, that St. Paul ex- 
communicates him with the moſt noto- 

rious Offenders, forbidding Chriſtians 


|. 1 Cor. 5. ſo much as to eat with him. I have writ- 


1 ten unto you not to keep Company with ſuch : 
Which he would never have done, if 
their Company were ſo Innocent and 
Harmleſs as is pretended. The Compa- 
ny they are rank'd with by the Apotite, 
are Whoremongers, Idolaters, covetous Per- 

Jour, Extortioners, ſuch as are the great- 

eſt Enemies to God, or moſt grievous 

of their Brethren, who for the 
heinouſneſs of their Crimes ſhall never 
enter into the Kingom of Heaven. 

Let us therefore my Brethren be watch · 
ful over our ſelves toavoid all Occaſions 
4 Tn to this Sin. Let us 

| keep 


g 
; 
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keep our ſelves conſtantly to a ſober and 
2— and the tome Time apart 
for Faſting and Abſtinence, that ſo we 
may the better lift up our Hearts toGod, 
and be the ſtar 60 we any Exerciſe 
of our Holy Religion ; ſuch as Prayer to 
God, or Hearing, R 


ting in his Holy Word, that we may 
perform them as we ought, and receive 


Spiritual — and 7 Advantage from 


them. 
If we have any R 


to the Health 


keep our Minds and in due Tem- 
per, not ruffled and diforder'd by violent 
Paſſions, nor yet endanger d by Frenzy 
and Madneſs; if we would preſerve the 
Subſtance which Providence has given 
us, and live inoſſenſively towards all 
Men, and proſitably in the State of 
which we are Members, if we would 
ſhew cur ſelves to be truly Chriſtians, 


and give no Occaſion of Scandal to our 
Brethren ; let us carefully obſerve the. 


Apoſtle's Rule, whether we Eat or Drink, 
let us do it with Thankſgiving to the 


Praiſe and Glory of God; to whom, 


Cc. 
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and Safety of our 1 if we would 
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eading and Medita- 
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07 the Reverence due to 
— Cer. 


. —_— 


LEvir. xix. 30. 
Reverence my Sanctuary. 
Sanctuary is meant a Place that 


Biz a part and dedicated to the 
Publick Worſhip and Service of 
Almighty sr 
138—8üüüñͤñ1u. 
the Jews, and ſuch as Churches, Chapels, 
and Oratories are us Chriſtians. 
There are Two Reaſons which make it 
very neceſiary to exhort Men to pay 
6 ne 2nd Ravecnce which is Bp 
to ſuch Sacred Places. One is the moſt 
Scandalous of Chriſtians to re- 
pair thither at the Times appointed for 
God's Publick Worſhip : Another Rea- 
fon is, That they who do come at thoſe 
Times, 


„„ ˙ Ea BAB 


and earth bis foot-ftool, and no Houſe or 
b- L 
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Times, behave themſelves for the moſt 
ſo irreverently and indecently, as 
though they knew no Diſtinct ion be- 
tween the Church of God and their own 
Houſes. 

This is ſuch horrid Profaneſs, as may 


| well expect God's ſevereſt Judgments to 


puniſh and avenge it ; to prevent which, 
and to inſtruct Men what their Duty is 
in this Particular, is the Deſign of the 
following Diſcourſe : In which I ſhall 
ſhew, 

I. That there is a relative Holineſs be- 
ing to Churches. 

II. That it is the Duty of God's People 
to reſort to them. 

III. That Men 


ought to bebave them- 


\ ſelves in the Church, with an Holy Awe 


and Reverence. 

1. 1 ll Gow char hare is relative 
Holineſs belonging to ſuch Places; that 
is, by being ſet apart to God's Service, 
a Right and Property accrues to him in 
them, over and above that common 


tures; and likewiſe God is preſent, he 


makes his Abode and Reſidence in them 


in another manner, than in any other 
Places; for tho Heaven is his throne, 


Building, 
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Right which he has in all his other Cre 
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Building, how magnificent ſoever, is 
either able or worthy to receive and con- 
tain his incomprehenſible Majeſty : Tho 
God dwelleth not in Temples made with 
Hands, ſo as to be confind and incloſed 
within their Walls like the Heathen Idols, 
and Man is himſelf a Temple of a no- 
bler Structure, than any he can erect to 


the Honour of his Maker, yer even na- 


tural Religion has taught Men from the 
firſt Ages of the World, to worſhip Al- 


mighty God in Places ſet apart for his 


Service, and God has approved of the 
Piety and Devotion of thoſe Men, who 


built and dedicated them tor fuch Holy 


oſes: He has always claim d a par- 


_ ticular Right and Intereſt in them, and 


the Contempt that is ſhewn of them, or 


the Profane Uſes they are put to, is 


look'd upon by him as an injury done 


to himſelf, and an Affront ofter'd to his 


Divine Majeſly. 
Tis true, our Saviour teaches us that 


Ich 4. 24· God 7s a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip bim in Spirit and in Truth; 


for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip bim. 
But this was not ſpoke in ation of 


God's Houie, where that Spiritual Wor- 
ſhip may more fitly and decently be 
periorm'd, than in Places of 2 
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Ute and Converſe. For we read of Chriſt 
that he did frequently refort to the 
Temple, And he taught daily in the tem. Luk. 19. 
ple, as himſelf tells us. When he was yet 47 
1 twelve years old, and his parents — 
loſt him for three days, there it was they 
found him, fitting in the midſt of the 
Doctors, both bearing them, and asking 
them queſtions. He came thither early joh. 8, 2. 
in the morning, and all the people came 
unto him, and be ſate doan and taught 
| them, As David ſaid of Mount Sinat, 
where the Temple ſtood ; That it was Pal. 68, 
Gods Hill, the place where he defired to iõ. 
dwell. So Chriſt does expreſly call the 
Temple bis father's hoxſe. Here he af Joh. 2. 16. 
firms it to be his babitation. ¶ hoſo ſhall Matt. 23. 
ſwear by the temple, ſweareth by it, and" 
by him that dwelleth therein. Than which, 
nothing can more expreſly declare, That 
tho God be Preſent every where, yet 
the Temple or Church, is the Place 
of his more peculiar Abode and Reſi- 
dence. Were there no Difference between 
Houſes of Sacred and of Common Uſe, 
Why ſhould Chriſt work a Miracle to 
drive the Buyers and the Sellers out of 
the Temple? For ſo St. Hierom accounts 
that Action of our Saviour's, to be one 
of the greateſt of his Miracles : The 
GS Je vs 


mn 


Jews were content to ſuffer a Market 
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to be kept, and Trade to be carried on, 
not in the more Sacred Parts, but with- 
in the Precincts of the Temple; as tis 
ſuppoſed by Learned Men it was in 


the Court of the Gentiles : But this be- 


ing the Place where the Nations offer'd 


up their Prayers to God, that Uſe 


of it made it Sacred, if God had 


Iſai. 36. ——— declared it to be ſo. And 


it gave ſuch Offence to our Saviour to 
ſee it turnd to Profane Uſes, that he 
never ſhew'd ſo much Indignation and 


Reſentment, as on this Occaſion ; he 


who was the perfect Pattern of Meek- 
neſs, who bore all the Injuries and In- 
dignitics againſt himſelf with abſolute 

Patience and Submiſſion, and was ne- 
ver known to do the leaſt Hurt, or of- 
fer any Violence to his worſt Enemies, 


was 0 provok d at this Diſhonour that 


was done to his Father, that he drove out 
the Profane Wretches with a Scourge ; 
he did it with that Warmth of Paſſion, 
that it put his Diſciples in mind of this 


Pal. 65. 5. Paſſage i in the Pſalms, The Zeal of thine 


Houſe, hath even eaten me 
Neither was it the Temple alone for 


| which Chriſt expreſs d ſo great a Vene- 


ration, . 


22 


3 


_ vate 
_ taught (ſays he) in the Synagogue and is 20. 


was molt likely to go along with his 


| tendance upon him, and ſtand ready to | 
Salvation. *Tis well known what Zeal _ 
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and for the Reward and Encouragement 16. 
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ed, but he ſhewd the ſame Regard to 
all other Places of God's Worſhip, where- 
ever he met with them. We read he Blat. 4. 23. 
went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
Synagogues, and preaching the Goſpel of 
the Kingdom. He did not draw his 
Hearers into Corners, nor ſet up Pri- 
Meeting-Houſes for them. 7 ever John 18, 


the Temple, and in ſecret have I ſaid no- 
thing. He knew the Bleſſing of God 


Doctrin, when it was delivered in Pla- 
ces appointed for ſuch Uſes, where God 
vouchſated his more immediate Preſence, 
and where the Holy Angels pay their At- 


miniſter to thoſe who ſhall be Heirs of 


and Veneration the Jews always had for 
the Place of God's Publick Worſhip. 
This was never charged upon them as 
ſuperſtitious by their Prophets; and our 
Saviour Chriſt was ſo far from blaming 
them for it, that he carried this fort of 
Eſteem and Reverence, much higher 
than they themſelves practiſed it; he 
would not ſuffer that any Man ſhould ſo 

much as carry a veſſel through the temple ; Mark 11. 


of 


L 3 
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of thoſe who the Holy Place, 
there it was that he inſtructed them in 
his Heavenly Doctrin, and wrought ma- 
ny miraculous Cures. 

But Chriſt was made under the Law, 
he lived in Subjection and Obedience to 
it, therefore ſome may think the Vene- 
ration he paid to the Temple, is no 
more to be imitated by us, than his 
Compliance with ſeveral other Rules and 
Cuſtoms of the Jewiſh Religion. But 
this Surmize is of no Force, i it be con- 
ſider d that Chriſt did net juſtiſie that 
Action of his in driving the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple upon any Law 
or Cuſtom of the Jews, but upon that 


IIa. 56 .7. Prophecy of Iſazah, My houſe ſhall be 


called the houſe of Prayer fer all Nations. 
The — he makes from thence, is 
à rational Argument of the ſame Strength 
now as it was then; if it were a place 
appointed for any Act of God's Worſhip, 
as Prayer is, then Secular Buſineſs ought 
not to be tranſacted in it. 

And ſince in all Probability it was the 
Court of the Gentiles which was fo pro- 


fanely turnd into a Market-place, for 
the Jews would never have ſufferd it in 
any other Part of the Temple; hence it 
w yer more plain that 8 

ſelves 
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ſelves being of Opinion that there was 
no Sanctity in that Place, it was not in 
Compliance with their Rites or Tradi- 
tions, but upon the eternal Principles of 


Reaſon and Religion, that our Saviour 


vindicated the Honour thereof, with fo 
much Zeal and Courage. 

Tis a ſtrange Notion which very much 
prevails in our Times, that all Diſtincti- 
on of Places is ſuperſtitious or of Jewiſh 
Extraction; that God being preſent eve- 
ry where and of Infinite Majeſty, his 

Worſhip is perform'd as acceptably to 
him, and as profitably to our ſelves in 
Barns and Stables, as in Buildings dedi- 
cated and ſet apart to God's Service. 

This Opinion would effectually over- 
throw all Order and Decency in God's 


Publick Worthip ; it condemns the Zeal 


and Piety of our Fore-Fathers in all Ages, 
who ſpared no Expence, and thought 
they could not better diſpoſe of — 
Charity, than in — þ Magnificent 
Structures to the Honour of God, and 
tor the Eaſe and Benefit of Poſterity. lt 


alſo contradicts the Scripture which fre- 


quently puis a Difference between Pla- 


ces of Sacred and Common Uſe, and 
contains expreſs Promiſes made by God 
2 oi a more peculiar and imme- 


L 4 diate 


yt 


1 Chron, 
28. 3. 


Verſes. 


2 Chron. 
C. S. 


unworthy Servant, dwelt in an houſe of 
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diate Preſence in Places conlecrated to 


his Service. David was as well acquainted 
with the Attributes of God, his Immen- 
ſity and Omnipreſence, as the Wiſeſt of 
us all can be; he knew that it was im- 
poſſible to confine him to any Dwelling, 
who fills Heaven and Earth with the 
Majeſty of his Glory ; yet how did he 
long to build God an Houſe | He had ſet 
his Affection to it, as himſelf tells us: 
How uneaſie was he that the Ark of God 
ſhould dwell within curtains, whilſt he, his 


Cedar ! He had therefore made Prepara- 
tions for a Temple, but God forbid him 
to go on with it. Not that he was diſ- 
pleaſed with his Intention, or thought 
it unbecoming his Majeſty to have a 


Houle built to the Honour of his Name: 


But David was an unfit Perſon for ſuch 
a Work, as we find by God's Anſwer to 
him. Thou ſhalt not build an houſe for my 
name, becauſe thou haſt been a man of war, 
and haſt ſhed blood. But Solomon thy Son, 
he ſhall build my bouſe and my courts. Ne- 
vertheleſs foraſmuch as it was in thine 
heart to build an houſe for my name, thun 
did? well in that it was in thine heart. 
And accordingly we find that Solomon 
did immediately fet himſelf to the ow 
8 e Wit 
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with ſo much Zeal, that no in 
the World could = ne Hs 
and Magnificence ; and yet when he 
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came to dedicate it, he 3 beaven 2 Chron; 


2 the heaven of heavens, cannot contains · 18. 


majeſty of God, how much leſs the bouſe 
r xp Farr He was not fo vain 
as to imagine that the vaſt Treaſures he 
had laid out upon 
Habitation for the Maker of all Things; 
but vet he did not think they were ſpent 
to no Purpoſe, ſince he thereby expreſs'd 
his own Gratitude and Devotion to- 
wards him. 
And it yet appears farther that the Re- 
ſpect our Saviour paid to the Houſes of 
God, was no Part of Jewiſh orgy 6 
ſince after their Law was aboliſh d, the 
Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt did fil 
reſort to the Temple and the Synagogues, 
and there, after his Example, they con- 
ſtantly perform d their Devotions to God. 
We wk of them after our Saviour's Aſcen- 


it, could make it a fit 


ſion, That they continued daily with one Act 2. 40. 


accord in the temple. And Paul and his 
Company, when they were come to 
Antioch, went into the 
Sabbath-day. That was he Place St. Paul 
choſe to Preach in ; there he made thar 
molt excellent Scrmon which „ 

0 


nagoguc on the Ad. 13.14. 


. : ö ? a 
2 — —˙—e , . er oem - WV 3 W- . mm 


154 ' Discounss VIII 


Verſe 44- the whole city together, to bear it repeat- 


ed the next Sabbath-day. 

St. Paal had a different Notion of the 
Church of God, from thoſe Men who 
in our Times make ſo light of it; there- 
fore he argues for the Reverence due to 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, from 
the Sacredneſs of the Place in which it 


is adminiſter d: Amongſt other Expoſtu- 


lations which he uſes with the Corinthi- 


ans, who behaved themſelves fo profane- 


ly at the Holy Table, that — even 


hon 11. drank to Exceſs at it: What (fays he) 


do ye deſpiſe the Church of God > He 

knew that tho Omnipreſence be an At- 
tribute of God, yet it is not ſo of his 
Angels, who miniſter to our Salvation; 
they have their Stations appointed them, 


and where ſhould that be but in the 


Houſe of God: And therefore he ad- 


viſes the Corinthia Women to ſorbear 


an indecent Cuſtom which they uſed in 


x Cor. 11. their Church, becauſe of the Angels. 


10. 


Thus it appears from the Practice of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as well as from 
that of all Holy Men in all Ages before 
them, that a Diſtinction ought to be 


made of Places dedicated to God's Wor- |} 


ſhip, from thoſe of ordinary Ule ; and 


| the ' Diſtin&ion hes in this, that the for- 


Mer 
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ar 
Reſpect of God's more peculiar and 
mediate Preſence, and of the Sacred Of. 
fices perform'd in them. 

2. I ſhall ſhew that it is the Duty of 
God's Servants, diligently and conſtant- 
y to reſort to them: This is in Part 
already. If we think there lies 
any Obligation upon us to follow the 
Example of our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, and of all Good Men before them. 
But the very End and Deſign of ſuch 
Places, the Ules they arc appointed to, 


may admoniſh us of our Duty to fre- 


quent them ; for here it is that God's 
Word is Preach'd, his Sacraments Ad- 
miniſter'd, and our Prayers and Praiſes 
are Offer d up to him. St. Paul tells 

ou 
90 not therefore ſo deſpiſe the Church of 
God, and confound the Order of Things, 
as to imagine that the Worſhip of God, 
and the Sacred Offices of Chriſtianity, 


may be as well perform d at Home as in 


Holy Places; this is altogether as impro- 
per and indecent (unleſs in Caſes of ur- 


gent ) as it would be to make 
the Houſe of God a Place for Domeſtick 


| Buſineſs, or Hoſpitable Entertainments. 


A 


houſes are to eat and to drink in, 
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the Places of publick Worſhip. But 
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A Slothful or Schiſmatical Spirit is 
apt to ſuggeſt ſuch Opinions, that God 
being nigh at Hand, as well as a-far off, 
tis at our own Liberty to pay him the 
Worſhip and Adoration that is due to 
him in what Place we pleaſe ; and this 
is thought a very plauſible Excuſe for 
thoſe who live at a great Diſtance from 


though God's Omaipreſence be the Pre- 
tence of their abſenting themſelves, yet 
in truth the one does it out of Lazineſs 
and Irreligion ; the other, that he may 
the better carry on or conceal his Wick- 
ed Deſigns. 

But it it were ſo indifferent a Matter 
in what Place God's publick Worſhip is 
perform'd, why ſhould God himſelf re- 
quire it of the Jews, that how far ſo- 
ever they lived from Feruſalem, yet all 


their Males ſhould repair thither Three 


16, Times every Year, to 


appear before bim 
in the Place which he ſhould chuſe > That 
is, in his Holy Temple. What Expence 
and Trouble would it have faved them, 
if their Service might but have been 


accepted in their Synagogues 2 But 


though theſe were Places appointed for 
ſome ſort of Sacred Uſes, yet they 
would not ſerve the Turn in all Caſes; 
 Feruſalem 
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Feruſalem was the Place where all the 
Jews were bound to Worſhip. 

Accordingly, we find that Foſeph and 
the Virgin Mary went to Feruſalem eve- 
ry Year at the Feaſt of the Paſſover, 
and at Twelve Years of Age our Savi- 


our himſelf went along with them. — 
Tis true, God has promiſed in the“ 
Goſpel, that the Prayers we make to bins Wat. 6. 6. 


in the Cloſet in Secret, he will reward 
openly. But private Devotion, though 
it be neceſlary and acceptable with God, 
ought not to exclude or interfere with 
the Frequency of his Publick Worſhip. 
We are bound to be ſecret in our good 
Works for fear of Hy pocriſie and Vain- 
glory; but yet ſometimes the Glory of 
God, and the Benefit of our Brethren 
require, that our Service and Obedience 
appear in Publick. Our Saviour does 
therefore exhort and command us to let 
our Lights ſhine before Men, to appear 
Good, as well as to be ſo; and as it is a 
certain Sign of Hypocriſie to affect to be 
ſeen in thoſe Duties which ſhould be pri- 
vate, ſo on the other Hand tis down- 
right Atheiſm and Irreligion, not to give 
on proper Occaſions ſome publick Teſti- 
monies of our Faith and Obccience. 


It 


157 


158 


Dis coukxs E VIII. 
If the Duties of the Cloſet would ex- 


cuſe thoſe of the Church, what need 


had Peter and John to go up together 
into the Temple at the Hour of Prayer ? 
Without doubt they went not thither for 
Buſineſs or Curioſity, but to join in the 
Service and Devotions of the publick 


Aſſembly. 


Anna the Pro pheteſs is ſpoken of in 


the Goſpel as a very Pious Widow; and 


Luke 2. this is her Character, She departed not 


37. 


from the Temple, But ſerved God with 


Faſtings aud Prayers Night and Day; and 


Rev. — — tis lad that they who 


F in his Temple. If the feos and 


ore the Throne, ſerve God Night 


are befi 


ppineſs of Heaven are repreſented by 
chi — kind of Service, they are very un- 


fit for that Place, who have no Reliſh 
of it here on Earth, but are cither wea- 
ry of the Publick Worſhip, or diſdain 


to come near it. 


However, 'tis fit every one ſhould 
underſtand how God reſents the Con- 
tempt of Holy Places, and what Judg- 
ments he has 7 flicted for it in this Lite. 
When the People of Iſraei took great 
Care of their own Houſes, and none of 


| God's, they were vilited with great 


bade and the conſequent of that a 
Famine, 
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Famine. The Prophet Haggai is ſent 
ro acquaint them with the Occaſion of 
their Calamity. Te looked for much, and nag. 1. 5, 
bo it came to little; and when ye brought oe 5% 
home, I did blew upon it : Why ſaith the 
Lord of boſts 2 becauſe of mine [ waſe that 
is waſte, and ye run every wan unto bi; 
own houſe. 7 1 efore the Heaven over 
you is ftayed from dew, and the earth is 
tayed from her fruit. If Men will not 
reſort to the Houle of Prayer, to of- 
fer up their Supplications for God's Spi- 
ral and Temporal Bleſſings, tis but a 
ſt Judgment if God ſends a Scarcity 

4 Wee, the Want of the one is a grie- 
vous Affliction in this Lite, but the 
Want of the other is felt to Eternity. 

In the Primitive Church it was reck- 

on'd a dreadful Puniſhment to be de- 
bar'd the Privilege of entring into the 
Houſe of God. Excommunication is 
call d by St. P aul, 4 delivering auto Satan ; 1Cor 8. 6. 
and in the Old Teſtament God threa:- 
ens it as the greateſt Judgment upon the 
Wickednels of the Jews : I wilt drive Hol. 3. is. 
them Cays he) out of mine houſe, and I 
will love them no more. What then are 
we to think of thoſe who are conſtantly 
abſent from the Church, without any 
Hindrance of — or any other 


Lawful 
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Lawful Excuſe > They fave the Church 
the Trouble of delivering them over un- 
to Satan, for they effectually do it them- | 
ſelves, by loſing the Benefit- of _ 
an Communion. For what Hopes can 
there be of Salvation for thoſe who _ 
let all the Means of Grace, hearing 
God's Holy Word, offering up their 
Prayers and Praiſcs to him, and recei- 
ving the Seals and Pledges of his Love 
in the Bleſſed Sacrament ? 

Having thus made it appear to be the 
Duty of all Chriſtians to frequent the 
Place of God's Publick Worſhip, I pro- 
ceed to the Third Thing propoſed. To 
ſhew how they ought to demean and be- 
have themſelves when they are there. 

Reaſon and common Experience teach 
Men to take care of their Behaviour, 
that it be ſuitable to the Company they 
are in, and the Preſence they are before : 
How fearful are Men to offend | 
the Rules of and good Breed- 
ing, in the Preſence of an Earthly Mo- 
narch |! n 
appears in the Looks and 
| all that are about him. So ought 1 - 
Habak, 2; be in the Houſe of God. The Lord is 
2% in his holy temple, let all the earth keep 
" OED bim. Tis certain 29 


make us have a conſtant Guard upon 
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ſees us where-ever we are, which ſhould 


our ſelves, leaſt in any kind we offend 
him ; but in the Church, where two or 


three are gathered together in his Name, 
there is be in the midſt of them. He is 


as it were one with us, tranſacting to- 
gether the great Affairs of our Salva- 
tion and his Glory. We ought there- 
fore to be very circumſpect in our Car- 
riage, in reſpect of the Buſineſs we are 
about, as well as of the Majelty of God, 


which in a peculiar Manner is there pie- 


_ with us. 


an Expreſſion intimating to us, that we 
ought to be careſul of our whole Beha. 
viour and Deportment, that it be ſull of 
the Awe and Reverence of the Divine 
Majeſty. We muſt be grave and ſerious, 
not allowing our ſelves either in wan- 
dring Thoughts or wandring Looks. 
We muſt be filent and intent upon the 


| Buſineſs we are about, and endeavour, as 


much as 'tis poſlible, to demean our ſelves 


agreeably to the ſeveral Offices that 
are in performing, and expreſs in our out- 


ward Behaviour, the inward Senſe and 
Alſection of our Souls: that is, when 
M Confeſſion 
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thy Foot, ſays Solomon, ales b . 
= into the Houſe of God. Which is: 
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His Prayers. 


we ſhould fix our Attention as if God 


the 


Discourss VII 
Confeſſion of Sins is made, how well do 
Penitent Looks and humble Poſtures be- 
come us? When we hear the Abſolution 
pronounc d, we ſhould receive the glad 


Tidings with Joy and Thankfulnelſs ; 


in our Prayers we ſhould expreſs Humili- 
ty, and in our Praiſes Chearfulneſs: 
When the Word of God is in Preaching 


himſelf were ſpeaking to us, and at the 
Name of Feſus, who is the Fountain and 
Foundation of all Bleſſings to us, and 
great Lord and King of Heaven and 
Earth, if there be nopoſitive Command, 
yet at leaſt it is very decent for us to 
bow the Head and make Obeyſance. 

We ſhould do well to propoſe to our 
ſelves, when we are in the Houſe of 
God, the Example of the penitent Pub- 
lican's Behaviour in the Temple, be food 
afar off to ſhew his Humility ; be 
upon bis Breaſt, to ſigniſie his hearty 


Contrition; he uſed but very few Words, 


Lord have Mercy upon me a Sinner, as if 
he look'd upon himſelf as unworthy to 
interrupt the Majeſty of Heaven with 


But for Men to be looſe and giddy at 
the time of their Devotion, laughing 


or talking, or uſing indecent idle Ge- 


ſures, 


ſmore || 
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ſtures, ſhewing great Uneaſineſs at what 
is 2-doing, or a Diſdain and Contempt 
of it, is ſuch a betraying of an irreligi- 
ous fooliſh Spirit, that it were much bet- 
ter for them to keep at Home, or beany 
where elſe, than fo expoſe themſelves, 


Example to the Congregation. 
Jacob, when he was convinc'd by a 


Vition of Angels which he faw in a 


Dream, aſcending and deſcending, that 
the Place where he lay was Holy Ground, 
and that the Lord was in it, he was af- 
fraid and ſaid, Hlom dreadful! is this 


Place? This is none other bat the Houſe 
of God, and this is the Gate of Heaven. 


A true and lively Faith would give Men 
the ſame Awe and Dread of the Divine 


they ſaw him there, attended with his 
Glorious Retinue of Angels. Thus Da- 


and give ſuch Oltence, and ſet fo ill an 


Majeſty in Places of his more immedi- 
ate Preſence, as their Sences could do, it 
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vid ipeaks of himſelf, I will come into thy Pal. 5. 7. 


Houſe in the Multitude of thy Mercy, and 
in thy Fear will I worſhip toward thy Holy 
Temple. 

To raiſe fuch an holy Awe and Reve- 
rence in our Souls, we ſhould do well 
to conſider, that when we are going to 


| the Houſe of God, we are going to 


M 2 


appear 


164 


Dis couxs E VIII. 
great God 


appear in the Preſence of the 
Nr though he 
* of Infinite Mercy to thoſe 
Sr 
e who deſpiſe him, as the Author to 


the Hebrews tells us, he is a Conſaming 


"Laſtly, The 

Laſtly, The Buſineſs we 

| A goaboutis n 

ſome trifling Temporal Affair, we 

—_— _ n of our Souls, our Eter 
lvation, which is either N 

gered by our unfit and unworthy Beha- 


viour in that Place; or otherwiſe is as 


much 
— and promoted by the Be- 
_— y receive there: For if we 
dt as we ought to do, with Reve- 
_— a boly Fear, in the Places appoin- 
__ Worſhip, we ſhall hereafter 
tted to Reſt with him on his holy 


Hill, to ſerve him Night and Day in bis 


beavenly Temple 
Face to Face, 9 „— 0 | 


DIS- 
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Redemption 


DISCOURSE N. 
OF THE 


Worthy Recerving 


THE 


SACRAMENT 


OF THE 


Lord's-Supper. 


LuxE xx. 19. 
Do this in Remembrance of me. 


HE wonderful Love of the Son 
of God towards Mankind very 
plainly a not only in the 
Salvation which he 
purchaſed for us by his Death and Pa- 
M 3 ſion, 
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ſion, but likewiſe in the Proviſion he 
has made for the continual Remem- 
brance of that ineſtimable Mercy, to 
make it effeQual in us, to the Ends 
and Purpoſes for which he deſign'd it. 

For as t-ndcr Parents are careful to 
preſerve and tecure for their Childrens 
Ute, the Eiſlates or Treatures which with 
much Pains and Induſtry they have got- 
ter, for them, ſo our Bletied Saviour 
thought it not enough to have recon- 
ciled us to his Father, (whoſe Favour 15 
the Fountain of Eternal Lite) but he has 


_ alſo wiſely made Choice of, and ap- 


pointed the belt Means for conveying 


to us, the Benefit and Advantage of it. 
And of choſc Mcans, none are of great- 


er Virtue and Efficacy, than the fre- 


quent cclebrating 5 Memory of his 
moſt precious Death, in ha manner he 
has enjoin'd us at his Holy Table. 
Which, however it may ſeem to ſome 
Men, to be a Mattcr of no great Uie or 
Importance, yet the Faithſul find by Ex- 


perience, that a due Periormance of it, 


refreſnes the Soul with Spiritual Com- 


forts, repairs the Decays, ood ſtrengthens 


the Weakneſs of depraved Nature, and 
raiſes in them the moit grateful Remem- 
Prence of the Benefits ot Chriſt's Death, 


which 


* 


DDr 


Joy, and makes them reſolve to expreſs 
their Thankfulneſs to their Redeemer, 


the Nouriſhment of our Bodies. 


which fills their Minds with Peace and 


not only with their Lips, but in a Holy, 


and unblameable Converſation. 


The Feaſt of Paſſover was inſtituted 
by Almighty God, for a Memorial of 
the wonderful Deliverance of his Peo- 
ple Iſrael, out of Egypt ; and ſo the Sa- 
crament of the Lord s-Supper, was or- 
dain d and Eſtabliſhid by our Saviour 


_ Chriſt, in Remembrance of his Death 


and Sufferings, to which is owing the 
Mercy of our Redemption. There is 
therefore a genera! Obligation upon all 
Chriſtians to reſort to this Feaſt, as they 
hope to have any Share of the Benefits 
of our Saviour's Paſſion. 

And they muſt come to it, not after 


the manner of the People in the Church 
Jof Rowe, to be Specta 
tranſacted by the Prieſt alone, but to 


tors of what is 


partake of it themſelves ; for tis as much 
in vain to expect, that Seeing another Per- 
ſon communicating for us, will avail 


any thing to the Good of our Souls, 


as it would be to imagine, that the look- 
ing upon others while they are at Meat, 
ſhould ſtay our Hunger, or conduce to 


But 
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But ſuch a Practice as this, let it be 
impoſed by what Authority ſoever, is 


directly contrary to the expreſs Words 


and Command of our Saviour ; parti- 
cularly with relation to the Cup: Drink 
ye all of this. So alſo for the Bread, his 
Words were, Take, eat, this is my Body, 
which is given for you; do this, that is, 


take and eat it in remembrance of me. 


It being therefore a Duty abſolutely 


required of every Chriſtian, to be him- 


ſelt a Partaker of the Lord's Supper, and 
not to think it ſufficient that he beholds 
any other Perſon partaking of it for him; 


it follows, that every one ought to en- 


deavour ſincerely to prepare himſelf tor 


ng to the Dignity of ſo great 
a Myſtery ; leaſt otherwiſe, as Phyſick 
unadviſedly or irregularly taken, proves 


hurtful to the Body, ſo this Spiritual 


Remedy appointed by Chriſt for the 
good of the Soul, ſhould only tend to 
its Ruin and eternal Deſtruction. For 
He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
fays St. Paul, eateth and drinketh dam- 
vation to himſelf. But as he adviſes, Let 
a man examine himſelf, and ſo let bim eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup. To | 
the famc Purpoſe is that ſharp Rebuke 
in the Parable of the Marriage-Feaſt ; 

| Friend, 
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How cameſt thou in hither, not Mat, 22. 


baving on a wedding garment 2 And that **: 

we may prepare ur ſelves as we ought 

to do, there are theie Three Things 

inly required of us. 

I. Aright Underſtanding and juſt Eſteem 

of this Hel y Myſtery. 
II. 44 vely and ihedjaſ Faith in Chriſt 


our Saviour. 
III. Firm Reſolutions of Purity and 
Newneſs of Life. 
1. It is indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
thoſe who come to the Lord's Supper, 
to have a right Underſtanding and a 


juſt Eſteem of it. They muſt above 
all things, take heed that t 


hey be not 
ignorant of the Nature of this Sacra- 
ment, which conſiſting in the poſitive 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, muſt be admini- 


| Nerd and received is ſuch a manner 
as 


Tees with his Example and Com- 
mand : For it we ſhould celebrate this 
Myſtery otherwiſe than as it was deli- 
vered by Chriſt the Author of it, in St. 
Ambroſe's Judgment, we are unworthy 
of him. Wha: Devotion can we pre- 
tend to ſhew to the Memory ot our Sa- 
viour, if we preſume to make any Alte- 
ration in the moſt ſolemn Part of our 
religious Service, whuch -. fix'd and 
4 e.tabliſh'd 
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eſlabliſh'd by the Authority of his own 
expreſs Command? 

It was defign'd as a Memorial of that 
Sacrifice which Chriſt once offered upon 
the Croſs; let us reverence it as ſuch, 
and not as the real and proper Sacri- 
fice. Tis call'd a Communion, which 
implies that many partake of it rogether, 
tis therefore abſurd for any Man what- 
ever to receive it alone. It was inſtitu- 
ted and adminiſtred by our Saviour un- 
der both the Elements of Bread and 
Wine; let us not ſuffer our ſelves to be 
Sacrilegiouſly depr ived of either of them ; 
it was intended for the Uſe and Beneſit 


of the Living, wheretore to offer it up 


for the Dead, as it does them no Good, 


ſo neither will it profit thoſe that are 


guilty of ſuch vain Superſtition. 
Theſe, with many others, are Inno- 


vations which the Church of Rome has 


brought upon this Sacrament of the 
Lord's . But S. Cyprzan gives us 
good Advice in ſuch Caſes, That we 
adhere to the firſt beginning, the ori- 


ginal Inſtitution, the Tradition of Chriſt 


himſclf; and do that in Remembrance 
of him, which he himſelf did and com- 
manded, and which is confirmed to us 
by the Praftice of his holy —__ : 
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This _ give us 2 and a 
right Underſtanding ct fo great a My- 
. which we ought ſo much the 
more diligently to endeavour after, ſince 
they who are without it, can neither ſer 
a juſt Value, nor make a true uſe of 
the wonderful Graces and Benefits which 
are therein offered and exhibited to us. 
An ignorant Perſon will be apt to enter- 

tain too mean Thoughts of them, and 
ſo incur the Diſpleaſure of that God 
whoſe Gifts they are, or fo utterly de- 
ſpiſe them as to harden his Heart, and 
bring upon himſelf Everlaſting Deſtru- 

ction. - | 
Tis good therefore in this Caſe to 


follow the Advice of Solomon, WhenProy.23.1. 


thou fitteſt to eat with a Ruler, conſider 
diligently what is before thee. When we 
are at the Table of the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, fuch Caution is infinitely 
more neceſſary, than if we were to fit 
down to eat with an Earthly Prince. 
We muſt be careful to ſhew no Diſdain 

or Contempt of the Proviſion that is 
made for us, chiefly regarding the End 
for which we are invited to it, which is 
to nouriſh our Souls with the Food of 
Immortality, and not to feed our Bo- 
dies, or gratiſie our Senſes. We nm 


and profanely. 
— 11. Paul tells us, that * f 10 1 
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Faith 


ſider the heaven 
thereby convey d 


per. 
The Jews, in keeping their Paſſover, 
were — by at God, to 
conſider the Cauſe and End of its Inſti- 
tution : This they were obliged to teach 
their Children, as well as the Rites and 
Ceremonies that were annext to it, tis 
ſurely as much our Duty to be as 
— inſtructed in the Nature of 
our Sacrament, as they were of theirs; 
and though the ignorant receive the 
outward Elements, yet for want of com- 
petent Knowledge to ground their 
Faith upon, they loſe the true Fruits 
and Benefits which might have accrued 
from them. What was it elſe but Igno- 
norance of the high Dignity of this 
Myſtery, which _ the Corinthians 
uſe it fo familiarly * 


Lord's Body They 2 
; | 
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how it differ'd from their common and 
. —— 1 dr {penn 
were guilty of drinking to Exceſs even 
at the Lord's Table. But let the fear- 
ful Judgments, the Sickneſs and Mor- 
tal Diſtempers which raged amongſt 
them, for their indecent irreligious Be- 
haviour at this heavenly Banquet, be a 
Warning to us, that we approach it with 
Reverence and Godly Fear, and expres 
the awful Sence and Eſteem we have of 
it, in the humbleſt Geſtures, and devout- 
eſt Actions of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 

But we muſt be careful that our Zeal 
be govern'd by our Underſtandings, leaſt i 
otherwiſe we run into the contrary Ex i 
tream, and inſtead of the Profaneneſs t 
of the Corinthians, we fall into the Ido- 
latrous Practices of the Church of 
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for the Dead as well as for the Living; 
it has alſo been in a great Meature the 
occaſion of the decay of Brotherly 
Love and Charity amongſt Chriſtians, 
the preſerving and promoting of which 
is one of the chief Ends of the Lord's 
Supper; and what elſe but Ignorance of 
the great Uſefulneſs and Advantages of 
Communicating, is the Cauſe why of 


late it is ſo generally neglected amongſt 


us, that though the Primitive Chriſtians 
received this Sacrament Daily and Week- 
ly, and our Church requires all her 
Members to partake of it at leaſt Three 


Times in the Year, there are yet fo 


_ derſtanding of this Sacrament, we do 
not mean, neither can it be ſuppoſed, 


many who never come to the Commu- 
nion at all, and but few that can be pre- 
vailed with to receive it more than once 
Yearly. FILL | 

But whilſt we thus preſs upon Men 
the Neceſſity of attaining to a right Un- 


that every one ſhould arrive to a perfect 
Knowledge of it, ſo as to be able to com- 
prehend its whole Doctrine, to deeide 


all the Points in Controverſie, or reſolve 


the difficult and lntricate Caſes that 


have ariſen concerning it. 


But 
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But thus much every Chriſtian ought 
to know of it, that it is no vain empty 
Ceremony, nor yet meerly a Sign or 
Figure to repreſent ſomething abſent: 
For on the contrary, the Scriptures call 
it the Table of the Lord, his Bread and 
his Cup, the Memorial of Chriſt, whereby 


tell us moreover, that it is the Communi- 
on of the Body and Blood of the Lord, 
uniting us to him aiter a wonderful man- 
ner by the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
through Faith that is wrought in us; 
whereby we are aſſured of the Gift of 
Eternal Life, and that for the Body as 
well as tor the Soul, which, after an hap- 
py and glorious Reſurrection, ſhall be re- 
united ro live together for all Eternity. 
| The Primitive Fathers of the Church, 
who delighted to contemplate this great 
Myſtery of our Union with Chriſt our 
Head, and faw cleareſt into it, were 
wont to ſpeak of the Lord's Supper as 
the bleſſed Inſtrument of it, with ſuch 
Strains of Eloquence as might charm 
and invite Men to a frequent receiving of 
1 
They call it a divine, god- like Com- 
munion, the ſweer Repaſt of our Savi- 
our Chriſt, the great Preſer vative a- 
gainſt 


we ſhew forth bis Death till be come. They 1 Cor. ur. 
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gainſt Death, the Pledge of Everlaſting 
Salvation, the Guard of our Faith, the 
Hope of an happy Reſurrection. "Tis 
with them the Food of Immortality, 
the Grace which bringeth Salvation, 
and which es us for Eternity. 
Which Expreſſions both of the Scri- 
ptures and of the Fathers of the Church, 
if we would ly reflect upon, 
how would our Souls, our Deſires and 
AfﬀeQions be inflamed towards this Sa- 
 crament ? With what Impatience ſhould 
we hunger and thirſt after it? Not ſo 
much conſidering the outward Elements 
of Bread and Wine, as the thing ſigni- 
fy'd thereby, which is the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, verily and indeed ta- 
ken and received by the Faithful in the 
Lord's Supper. 
It is at this Feaſt that the Faithful 
Chriſtians perceive and know, that the 
Mercies of God are ſealed and made ſure 
to them, that rhe Blood of Chriſt is ac- 
cepted in full SatisfaQtion for their Sins, 
the free Forgiveneſs of which is ratify'd 
and confirm'd at the Holy Table. 
The Hearts of true Believers, whilſt 
they are celebrating theſe Myſteries, do 
overflow with Peace of Conſcience and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt , 


e 
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is raiſed 


Faith is encreaſed, their Hope 
and enliven'd, and their Charity is made 
more fervent and more diffuſive, and 
every other Chriſtian Grace or Vertue 
receives new Strength and Improvement 


from it. Which bleſſed Fruirs and Ef- 
fects of the holy Sacramer', B dels 
and !gnorance make Men unce pile i; 
which ſhews the Neceſſity of the ritt 


Thing required to prepare Men the 


rightly to underſtand the Nature oi :r. 
2dlv, Another thing required {or te 
fame End, is a ſtedfaſt and lively fa: .. 


We muſt believe not only in general, 


that Chriſt Jeſus died for Sinners, thut 
his Death is a ſufficient Kaniom, At- 


tonement, and Satisfaction for the Sins 


of all Mankind, to purchaſe full Remiſ- 
ſion of them, and a perſect Reconcilia- 


tion with his heavenly Father; but this 


every Man muſt apply to himſelf in par- 


ticular. Whoever thou art that ap- 


proacheſt the holy Table, thou muſt be- 
lieve in thy Heart that Chriſt is thy Sa- 
crifice, that upon the Croſs he ſhed his 
moſt precious Blood for thy Sins. Thou 
muſt own him and no one elſe for thy 
Saviour; thou muſt not acknowledge 
any other —; Mediator or Inter- 


ceſſor, 


receiving the Lord's Supper, u inch is 
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ceſſor, but Chriſt only, that thou may ſt 
ſay with S. Paul, he loved me and gave 

bimſelf for me. 
This is to apply Chriſt to our ſelves, 
to lay hold of the Promiſe made in the 
Inſtitution of the Sacrament, to make 
his Body and Blood to be ours, as to the 
Merit and Efficacy of them, ſor ſo 
Chriſt himſelf told his Diſciples when he 
delivered the Bread to them, This is my 
Body which was given for yon; and when 
he gavethem the Cup, this is my Blood 
which is ſhed for you, and it is ſo only 
when we believe it to be ſo. 
This is purely our own Act, no out- 
ward Means whatſoever can contribute 
any thing to it. Tis indeed the Office 
of the Prieſt to conſecrate the Elements 
of Bread and Wine, and to deliver them 
to us, but that they are to us the Body 
of Chriſt, that they bring with them 
the Vircuc and Eſticacy of a Sacrament, 
depends entircly upon that Faith with 
which we receive them, for as bodily 
Food, if received into a foul unhealthy 
Stomach is indigeſted, and will afford 
no Strength of Nouriſhment ; fo neither 
will the Spiritual Food of the Lord's 
Supper be of any Uſe or Advantage to 
the Soul, to cleanſe it from Sin, or to 
repleniſh 


} 
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repleniſh it with Heavenly Graces, un- 
lels it be taken with a true and a lively 
Faith. | 

Our Church therefore following the 
Practice and Directions of the beſt An- 
tiquity, calls upon us in the Office of 
the Communion, to lift vp our Hearts, 
to raiſe our Thoughts and Affections 


above every thing there preſent to our 
Senſes, to lift them up unto the Lord, 


Þ Table we are, and of whoſe 
y we are going to be ſpiritually 
Partakers. 


It is the Advice of one of the Primi- 


tive Fathers to thoſe who are going to 
this Heavenly 


Banquet, * Look with Faith 
upon the Body and Blood of thy God, 
let thy Mind touch it with devour 
Wonder and Reverence, reach forth thy 
Heart to it, and receive it with thy In- 
ward Man. 

Wherefore my Brethren, when we re- 


| fort to the Holy Table, let us wholly 


root up all Infidelity and Diſtruſt of 


God's Promiſes, let us approach it as 
living Members of Chriſt's Body, who 
have our mutual abiding, we in him, 
and he in us; which Union is con- 
firm'd and perſected by a due Participa- 
tion of thoſe facred Myſteries : Let us 
N 2 remem- 
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remember that Hypocrites and Unbe- 
lievers have no Part in Chriſt, though 
they do outwardly communicate with 
the Faithful ; therefore try and examine 
your ſelves, whether God has purified 
your Hearts by a ſincere and lively Faith, 
to the acknowledging of his Goſpel, and 
embracing the Mercies which are offer d 


to us in his Son Chriſt Jeſus. If it be 


ſo with you, then may you approach 
with Joy and Boldneſs, to the Heavenly 


Feaſt +4 has provided for you; being 
aſſured that you ſhall receive, not only 


the outward 3 but the thing 
ſignified and re it, the Bo- 


dy and Blood of Chriſt your Saviour, 


not in Figure or Shadow only, but as 
to the Virtue and Efficacy of it in Re- 
ality and Truth, to the eternal Salvati- 


on of your Souls; which God grant, 


through the Merits of our Lord and Sa- 
iour: To whom with the Father and 


Holy Spirit, be all Honour and Glory, 


for ever. 


Dis- 


— 


ͤ.— 


DISCOURSE X. 


Second Diſcourſe 
SACRAMENT 
OF THE 


Lord s-Supper. 


Luxe xxii. 19. 
Do this in Remembrance of me. 


AVING in my former Diſ- 

courſe upon theſe Words, laid 

down Three Things, as neceſſa- 

rily required of thoſe who come to the 

Lord's Supper, —_ a right Under- 
k p 
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ſlanding and Eſteem of that Holy My- 
ſtery, a ſtedfaſt and lively Faith, and 
firra Reſolutions of Newneſs of Life; 
and having diſpatchd the Two firſt of 
thoſe Qualifications, ſhewing withal, the 


End for which this Sacrament was In- 


| Niruted by Chrifl, which is for a Me- 


from the Analogy there is between this 


morial of his Death and Paſſion, and 
the Neceſlity of every Man's partaking 
of it in his oun Perſon, and not by any 
other, it remains to conſider the Third 
thing propoſed, as neceſſary to our Wor- 
thy Communicating, which is Newneſs 
of Life, Purity and Holineſs in our Be- 
haviour, Innocence and Integrity in all our 
Converſation: Theie are the genuine Off- 
ſpring of a true and lively Faith; which 
is known thereby, as a Tree 1s by its 
Fruits. 

And that theſe are required of all who 
come to the Lord's Supper, may appear 


Sacrament and the Paſſovcr among the 


| Jews: Now tis certain that under the 


Law, no one was admitted to eat of the 


_ Paſſover, till he was firſt dedicated to 


God by the Ceremony of Circumciſion; 
which initiatory Rite, as St. Paul teaches 
us, laid an Obligation upon them to ful. 


: j / all Wen Rightecuſweſs : From a 
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we may infer, That Chriſtians when 
they are to partake of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, of which the Paſchal 
Lamb was but a Type or Figure, are 
much more obliged to pay an Univer- 
lal Obedience to all the Rules and Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel. 
We read alſo of the Jews, that if any 
of them did preſume to eat of the Sacri- 
fice of Peace-Offering, which was for a 
Thanſgiving, with his Uncleanneſs upon 
him, that man was to be cut off from his Levit. 7. 
People. We mult certainly run much © 
greater Danger, if we dare bring our 

Sins with us to the Holy Table; the 
TFollut ions and Impurity of which, are 

ſo foul and abominable in the Eyes of 
God, that natural or legal Ck, 

can give but a faint Image or Reſem- 
blance of it. 

There were ſeveral remarkable Judg- 
ments befel that People, which Sr. Paul 

tells us, were for our example, particular- 

ly the Overthrow which God gave them 

in the Wilderneſs; the Occaſion of 
which Calamity was, That they had 
been made * though obſcurely 

in Types and Figures of the ſame Sacra- 
ments with us. were all baptized Cor. 70. 
_ unto Moſes is the clead and is the ſea, _ 3, 4- 
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aid all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, they 
did all drink the ſame ſpiritual drink ; 


for thgy drank of that rock which followed 


Verſe 10. 


rem, and that Rock was Chriſt: But becauſe 
they fell into thoſe heinous Sins of Ido- 
latry, of Fornication, of Luſting after evil 
things, of Tempting Chrift, and of Mur- 
muring, God was ſo highly diſpleaſed as 
to deſtroy them; which things are Ex- 


amples to warn us, that no Favours re- 


cewed from God, are any Privilege or 
Security to thoſe who abuſe them, that 
he ſhould withhold his Hand from in- 
ficting the ſevereſt Judgments upon 
them ; which ſhould make us take heed 


that we do not truſt to, or rely upon 


the outward receiving of his Holy Sacra- 


ments, which are the Seals and Pledges 


of his greateſt Favours, unleſs we an- 


ſwer the Ends for which they were ap- 
pointed, in becoming New Creatures, 
throvgh Faith and a ſincere Obedience 


to his Holy Commandments. 


We cannot reflect upon this great 
Severity which God ſhew'd to his own 
People, who lived under ſo weak and 


imperfect a Diſpenſation, and not at the 


ſame time conclude, that he has reſer- 


ved much heavier Judgments for thoſe 


who enjoy the Means of Grace under 


the 
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the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, if their 
Lives are not anſwerable to them. Tis 
true, ſuch Mens Sins are not always 
viſited in this Life, but yet there are 
but T'wo Inſtances in Scripture of thoſs | 
who profaned the Lord's Supper, who 
brought their Sins unrex of to the 
Holy Table; and their Puniſhment was 
ſuch as might terriſie others from fol- 
lowing thir Example: Judas communi- 
cated with our Saviour at the ſame time 
when he intended to betray him, but 
his End was Self-. Murder and Deſpair. 
The Corinthians drank to Exceſs at the 


Holy Table, for this many were weak 1 Cor. 11. 


and ſickly amongſt them, and many ſlept ;3* 
Diſeaſes * .* were the Reward of 
their Brutality. 

And without doubt, the diſtreſsꝰd 
Condition of the Univerſal Church of 


{1 Chriſt for many Ages, is in a 


Meaſure owing to the Errors that have 
been taught concerning this Sacrament, 
and to the Unworthineſs of many who 
will preſume to partake of it. 

We ought therefore ſtrictly and im- 
to examine our Conſciences, 
to look back with an unteigned Sor- 
row upon the Errors we have commit- 


ted in our Lives and Converiations, T 


| 
| 
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by a ſincere Repentance and Contriti- 
on, we may obtain that Mercy which 
Chriſt hath with his Blood, 
and which in the Feaſt of his Laſt Sup- 


per, he is ready to ſeal and deliver to us. 


*Tis here that he healeth the broken 
in Heart, and bindeth up their Wounds ; 


he reſtores the Conſcience to the Favour 


and innocent. But they 


of God, which is as effectual to its Peace 
and Safety, as if it were perſectly pure 
who have no 
Remork upon them for their Sins, who 
never reflect upon what they have done 
amiſs, or if they do, are neither forry 
ſhamed of it, nor reſolve upon Re- 
formation, if yet they will dare to eat of 
that Bread and drink of that Cup, the 
Apoſtle rells us, that they eat and drink 
OT IR. 
Therefore ſays 


St. Chryſoſtom, Let no 


ö Judas reſort to this 7, able, let no covetous 


Perſon approach it. If any be a Diſci- 
ple let him be preſent; for Chriſt ſaid, 
I eat my paſſouer with my diſciples. 

In the Primitive Church the Deacon 
was wont to Cry out, If any be Holy, 
let him draw near ; and thoſe only who 


were ſu fit to communicate, were 
admitted into the Choir, the Place where | 


they celebrated theſe Holy 2 


of Chriſt, in Commemoration of him 


The Door being ſhut upon the reſt, 
the Publick Penitents, and thoſe who 
were learning the firſt Principles of Re- 
ligion, were not ſuffer d to intrude 
amongſt them. 

"Tis but Prudence in a Servant to 
appear as little as he can in his Maſter's 
Preſence, whilſt he knows he is deſer- 
vedly under his Diſpleaſure. If a Sub- 
jet be admitted to kiſs his Prince's 
Hand, he is careful not to approach it 
with unclean Lips, or in any manner 
that may be offenſive or provoking : 
What Preſumption then is it for any of 
us to come to the Table of the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, our King and our 
Judge, with Hearts full of Pride and 
Deceit, with Luſts and Paſſions unſub- 
1 dued, with wicked Habits of Covetouſ- 
neſs, Fornication, Drunkenneſs and ſuch 
bother odious Sins, with which Men cru- 
| cific afreſn the Body of their Saviour, and 
1 him to open Shame: : 

It behoveth him (ſays St. Bail) who 
comes to partake of the Body and Blood 


that dyed and roſe again for us, not on- 
ly to be pure from all Filthineſs of Fleſh 
| and Spirit, leaſt he cat and drink his own 

_ Condemnation, but to ſhew forth evi- 


dently 
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mindſul of the Life whi 
Earth, and of the Obli 


Holy, Te is vny be accepted by him 2 
Such pious Reſolutions every one 
ought to bring with him to the Holy 
y of forſaking 


at the 
tune 
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time of our receiving it; they are 
Thankſgiving to God, and Charity to 
our Neighbour. 

As to the firſt, There is no Duty of 
the Chriſtian Life that does at all Times 
better become us than this of Thanks- 
giving. But it is ſo proper and eſſential 
an Employment for us at the Holy Ta- 
ble, that from hence this Sacrament 
was commonly ſtiled by the Fathers, 
the Euchariſt, or Feaſt of Thankſgiving. 
They who are backward to praiſe God 
for his Goodneſs at the Time when they 

are commemorating the greateſt Inſtance 
of it, the Sacrifice of his only-begotten 
Son. When Chriſt is as it were before 
their Eyes fo evidently ſet forth cruci- 
fy'd amongſt them, when or where can 
it be ſuppos'd that they will be more ef- 
 feQually ſtirred up to offer their Praiſes 

and Thenkfgiviogs to him. 

God himſelf 1 * declared by the 
Mouth of David, he that offereth me 
Thanks and Praiſe, honoureth me. But 
| how few are there who offer up to God 
| this Sacrifice with which he 44} 

pleaſed > We read in the — * 

of Ten Lepers that were cleanſed, there 
was no more than one who returned to | 
give Thanks to God for his Recovery. | 
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God beſtows upon 
outward A 
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And it is well if there be not a much 
greater dif! than that is, inthe 
Number of thoſe who partake of the 
with ſuch as are 
really and truly thankful, ſo ignorant 
— their Spiritual Wants, ſo re- 
gardleſs of their true Intereſt; and in- 
deed, they are naturally too eaſily for- 
getful of 1 

t 

And of thoſe who are thankful to all 
how few are there 
whoſe Lives are anſwerable to the Grati- 
tude they pretend to. But to honour God 


. withour Lips, if our Hearts are far from 


us? Let us therefore ſo bchave our ſelves 
when we come to the Lord's Table, as 
thoſe who are truly ſenſible of the Mer- 
holy Myſteries. Let our Thankfulneſs 


the Truth and Sincerity thereof may at 


him, — with our Tongues, at 
the ſame time that we diſhonour him 
by our Actions; what elſe is it but to 
offer the Sacrifice of Fools, and to pro- 
voke God's heavieſt Indignation againſt 


rate, and of the Be- 
nefit we receive by 


of thoſe 


for them finkdeep into our Hearts, that 


all Times appear in the Fruits of Ver. | 
rue and GodlineG; for the beſt 3. 
glori- 
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glorifying God, is by a ſteddy and 
faithful Obedience to his holy Will. 
2dly, Charity to our Brethren is ano- 
ther Chriſtian Duty, which we are pe- 
culiarly oblig d to exerciſe at the Holy 
Table, in reſpect of which this Sacra- 
ment was anciently call'd the Feaſt of 
Love. For no one might approach that 
heavenly Banquet who was at open Va- 
riance with his Neighbour, or who bare 
any ſecret Grudge or Deſire of Revenge 
in his Heart, who was Envious or Ma- 
licious, or of Turbulent Behaviour, or 
who would not teſtify according to his 
Ability, a real Affection for his Bre- 
thren, by affording ſome charitable Re- 
lief for the poor Sort, who communi- 
cated with him. | 
Such was the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians. And what more per- 
ſwaſive Argument can be uſed to ex- 
hort Men to Love and Unity, than 
that which St. Paul brings from the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; We 
being many, (ſays he) are one bread and 
one body; for all are partakers of one bread. 
Whereby is exprelsd the Communion. 
which we all have with Chriſt our 
Head, and the ſtrict Unity there ought 
to be amongſt our ſelves, ſince aa 


uy 


the Holy Table, to partake of the Pledges 


A 
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all of us, but ſeveral Members of one 
and the ſame Body. 

But alaſs, How little nou- a- days is this 
conſidered by many who are called Chri- 
ſtians? who are no ways concern d to 


reconcile themſelves to their Brethren 


World, by falſe Reports. 


whom they have grievouſly offended, to 
make Satisfaction where they have done 


Injuries, or to bring to Repentance thoſe 


whom they have ſeduced into Sin ; who 
have no Compaſſion for the Diſtreſſed, 
no Remorſe of Conſcience for the ſeve- 
ral Breaches of Charity they have been 


guilty of, by ſlandering and defaming 


their Neighbour, by endeavouring to 
make him odious or ridiculous to the 
and miſrepre- 
ſeating his Words and Actions, ſtirring 
up Strife all the day long, by ſowing Dit- 
cord amongſt Brethren, by aggravating 
and inflaming every little Pique or Mif- 
underſtanding amongſt them. Such Men 
as theſe, who all their Life-time have 
gone in the way of Cain, who ſtudy 
nothing elſe but Miſchief and Revenge, 
will yet dare to preſent themſelves at 


of our Saviour's Love. 
But have they no Kno 
or Dread of thoſe tremendous Myſte- 
tries? 


no Awe 
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ries 2 Dothey not conſider how impro- 
per and unbecoming, not to ſay how 
raſh and dangerous a thing it is for them 
to reſort to that Feaſt, where there is 
no other Entertainment than what up- 
braids their Wickedneſs, and will in- 
creaſe the Guilt and Puniſhment of it. 
What have they to do with Peace, or 
with the Signs and Seals of it, who are 
given to Contention and Debate, and 
whoſe only Pleaſure it is, to diſturb the 
Quiet and Tranquillity of their Neigh- 
bours: Why ſhould the Unmerciful pre- 
tend to commemorate the higheſt Act 
and Inſtance of Mercy, or how can he 
expect to receive the Benefit of it, who 
is ſo averſe to it himſelf > Such Abſurdi- 

ties and ſuch Dangers Men run them 
ſelves into, by coming to the Table of 
the Lord, with Habits or Diſpolitions of 
Mind, that are contrary to the Nature 
and Deſign of it. 1 
But we are adviſed by the Apoſtle, 
to try and examine our ſelves when we 
reſolve to go to this Feaſt ; let us moſt 
eſpecially do it upon this Point of Cha- 
rity towards our Neighbours, conſidering 
them as the Children and Image of God, 
the Members of Chriſt, the Heirs of an 
heavenly — If we have of- 


tended, 
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fended, injured or. deſrauded any one, 
this is the time wherein we muſt en- 
deavour to be reconciled to him, by 
asking his Forgiveneſs, or by making 
Reſtitution and Satisfaction to the beſt 
of our Ability. If we have led any one 
into Sin or Error, we mult ſtudy to re- 
claim and undeccive him, to inſtru& 
him in the Truth, and bring him back 
into the ways of Virtue and Godlineſs ; 
we muſt follow Peace and embrace 
Friendſhip, and be ready to do all good 
Offices to the Souls and Bodies of our 


Brethren, conſidering their Intereſt and 


their Happinels, as it it were our own. 
This is properly the Wedding Gar- 
ment which every one mult provide for 
himſelf when he goes to the Holy Ta- 
ble, otherwiſe he affronts and incenſes 
God, who is the Maſter of that Hea- 
venly Feaſt, and he diſhonours Chriſt, 
the Food and Entertainment of it. He 


alſo gives Scandal to the Church, par- 


ticularly to the Gucils there pretent 
with him, and he wounds his own Con- 
ſcience, which will grow thercupon, his 
perpetual Accuſer or Tormentor. 
Thus we have ſcen with what Care 

and Preparation we ought to come to 


the Lord's Table, that in order to it, 


a we 
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we muſt ſtudy to inform our ſelves 
aright concerning the Nature of that Sa- 
crament, and the Benefits we are to re- 
ceive by it; that we are to bring with 
us to this Heavenly Feaſt, a lively | Faith, 
a ſincere Repenrance, and ſledfalt Rig 
lutions of Amendment of Liſe; that we 
muſt underſtand the Obligations it Jays 
upon us, to cleanſe our telv:s from all 
Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, that ſo 
whilſt we remember the Death and Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, we may dye with 
him to S:n, and rife again to Newne!s 
of Life. We muit eſpecially on this 
Occaſion, exprets the Senſe we have of 
tae great Mercy God has vouchſafed to 
vs in his Son, by devout Praiſes and 
Thankſgiving ro him, and by all the 
Ways and Meaſures of Charity that he 
has preſcribd us. So ſhall we be uni- 
ted to Chriſt our Head, through Faith 
in theſe Holy Myſteries, receiving them 
to our endleſs Joy and Comſort: Which 
God grant, rough Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 


O 2 D158 


n. 


DISCOURSE M. 
UPON THE 
INCARNATION 

OF OUR 


Bleſſed Saviour. 


1 T 1M. iii. 16. 


Without Controverſie, great is | 
the Myſtery of Godlmeſs : | 
God was manifeſt m the | 
Fleſh. | 


HE Digaity and Perfodtion of 
= OS 
ppears from what the 


Sen. 1.2). Holy 121 E us, That God made 


his own e. He was of a 


anne 
tures, 


— 


and Oxen, all the Beaſts of 


which our firſt Parents forfeited by their 
Diſobedience, whereby they brought up- 
on themſelves the Reverſe of all that 
Happineſs to which they were created, 
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tures, endowed like God himſelf, with 
Freedom of Will, and a Power of Rea- 


ſoning and Underſtanding ; and what 
was ſtill more excellent, his Will was 


regular and holy, his Underſtanding 


clear and without Prejudice, ſo that he 
reſembled his Maker in all thoſe Attri- 


butes in which 'tis poſlible for any Crea- 
ture to be like him; ſuch as Wiſdom, 
Truth and Righteouſneſs. 

As he was thus perfect in his Na- 
ture, ſo was he no leſs happy in his 
outward Condition and Circumſtances : 
God ſeated him in Paradiſe, and gave 
him abſolute Power and Dominion over 
all the Works of his Hands: 4 Sheep 
the Field, the 
Fowls of the Air, and Fiſhes of the Sea, 
were put in Subjection under his Feet. 

So great was the Favour of God, 


and entail'd the heavy Curſe and Miſe- 
ry upon all their Poſterity. 

This indeed is very myſterious, and 
ſeems hardly reconcileable to the natu- 
ral Notions we have of God's Juſtice 


and Goodneſs, that the Guilt and Pu- 


O 3 niſh- 
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niſhment of Sin ſhould not reſt only 
upon thoſe u ho committed it, but be 
derived to all who are deſcended from 
them; but Experience does in part con- 
vince us of the Truth of it, and the 
Scriptures do fo exprefly affirm it, that 
there is no Room left for doubting. St. 


Rom. g. 12. Paul tells us, By one man fin entred into 


the world, aud death by fin ard fo death 
paſſed upon all men, for that all have fiw- 


Verſe 18. wed. By the offence of one, judgment came 


upon all men to condemnation : So that the 
Words of David may be ſpoken of ail 


Pfal. r4. 1. Men, without Exception, They are cor- 


rapt and become abominable. 

This was Man's wretched State after 
the Fall; there was no hope of Remedy, 
no other Proſpect before his Eyes but 
the certainty of Temporal Death, at- 
tended with the Fears and Horror of 
endleſs Torments aiter it. 

And it muſt needs have increasd the 
Fivry of our ſirſt Parents, to conſider 
that they had brought all this upon 
temiclves, in exchange for the Favour 
of God, and a fure Title to eternal Hap- 
pincſo: It muſt alſo have becn an un- 
conceivable Addition to their Sorrow, 
if they were truly ſenſible how they 
had involved their whole Race, in the 
{ame Guilt and Rum But 
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But when Man's Condition was be- 
come ſo deplorable, fo deſperate ro all 
Appearance, God even then made his 
gracious Overtures of Peace and Recon- 
ciliation. He promiſes a Meſſiah, a Sa- 
viour and Interceſſor, who ſhould ap- 
peaſe his Wrath, and ſatisſie his Juſtice. 
The ſeed of the woman ſhall break the ſer- 
pent's head. 

This Covenant was afterwards more 
fully and plainly reneu d with Abrabam: Gen. 2 
Tn & ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth is. 
be Bleſſed. And in the fame Form of 
Words, it was again repeated and con- 
firm'd to Iſaac. And for the Encou- Cen. 28. 
ragement of his People, that they might 4. 
have the ſurer Grouads to depend upon 
God for the Performance of the Cove- 
nant which he made with their Fathers, 
he was pleaſed ſtill to declare himſelf 
more and more poſitively and particu- 
larly concerning it ; the nearer it drew 
to the Time ot its Accompliſhment, he 
reveal'd by his Prophets, the very Time 
and Place, and all other Circumſtances 
of his Birth, his Life, his Death and 
Reſurrection; and whatever elic related 
to Chriſt as our King and Mediator. 
I The Prophet /ſazab foretold, that Fe 

ſhould be born of a virgin, and that his Name 

O 4 ſhould 


Iſai. 7. 14. 
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ſhould be Emanuel; the Place of his 
Mich $.2. Birth was exactly deſcrib'd by Micah, 
that it ſhou'd be in Berhlebem, otherwiſe 
an unlikely Place, being little among the 
thouſands of Judah : Many of the Pro- 
phets declard, that as to his Eart 
Pedigree, he ſhould be of the houſe and 
lineage of David. It was propheſied by 
Dm. J. 14. Daniel, that all nations and languages ſhould 
rech. p. 9. ſerve lim; by Zechariah, that he ſhould 
come 1n a poor and lowly Condition, 
Mal. 4.5. riding upon an Afs ; by Malachi, that 
4 ſhould ſend Elias before him, which 
s John the Baptiſt. And again by 
Zech. 11 3 that he ſhould be Sold for 
188 Thirty Picces of Silver. 

All which particular Circumſtances, 
as they were of great Uſe to ſtrengthen 
the Faith, and keep up the Hopes of 
thoſe who lived before the coming of 
our Saviour, ſo to us, who have ſuch 
undoubted Teſtimony that they were all 
tulfiled in the Perſon of Chriſt Jeſus, in 
whom we believe, they are a plain De- 

monſtration that he is the Meſſiah who 
was promiſed to the Fathers; and that 
he has redeemed the World by expia- 


ting the Sins of it, as the ſame Prophets 
foretold concerning him. 


'Tis 
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"Tis with regard to thoſe 
that the Apoſtle S. Paul tells us, That 
the Son of God was born in the Fulneſs gy. 
of Time, that is, when all Circum- 
ſtances card, and were ready for 
his Appearance in the Fleſh, after ſuch 
a Manner as God had revealed by his Pro- 
phets, he then ſent him into the World 
to be the Mediator and mighty Deliverer 
of his People ; A Deliverer much great- 
er than Meſes, who brought them out of 
Egypt, or than Saul, or Foſhua, or Da- 
vid, who fought their Battles, and pro- 
tected them from their Enemies. The 
Deliverance which he for us is 
Spiritual, a Redemption from the Pow- 
927 Sin and Satan, from the Curſe and 
age of the Law, 6 
army of the Sons of God. 
For this End Aa was born under 
the Law, he lived in Subjection and O- 
bedience to it, till he had fulfill'd its 
whole Intent and Deſign, till all the 
Types and Propheſies, and every thing 
relating to the Expiation of Sin, and Sal- 
vation of Mankind, were compleat and 
perfected by him. Such wonderful Con- 
deſcenſion of the Son 0: God, and tuch 
infinite Mercy of his neavenly Father 
towards us, how ſhould it inflame our 


F 
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moſt devout Praiſes and Thankſgivings 


to him; eſpecially, if we conſider that 


we were at Enmity with him, whea he 


vouchſaſed us all this Grace and Mercy, 


we were Children of Wrath, obnoxious 
to everlaſting Deſtruſtion, when he ſent 
his own Son with the gracious Terms of 
Peace and Reconciliation. 


The Apoſtle tells us, That God com- 


mendeth bis Love towards us, in that 


whilſt we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for 
ws. And again, When we were yet with- 
out Strength, in due Time Chriſt died for 
the unzodly. No human Act of Love 
could ever yet riſe to fo high a Pitch. 
*Tis very much if a Man will lay down 
his Lite for his Friend, tor one to whom 
he ſtands obliged by all the Inſtances of 


Kindneſs and Affection; but Chriſt died 


for us, who had given him the greateſt 
Provocation to be our Enemy; nay, 
he even died for thoſe who took au ay 
his Lic from him. 

But norwithſtanding the plain Evi- 
cence we have from Scripture, by com- 
paring thc Hiſtory of our Saviour Chriſt, 
as it is recorded in the Goſpel, with the 
Propheſics of the Old Teſtament concer- 
ning him, that Jeſus, in whom we be- 
licve, mult of Neceſlity be that m_ 

. 1 
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that was promiſed to the Fathers, yet the 
Fews do ſtill obſtinately hold out — 

Io many undeniable Proofs of it. Pride 

and Prejudice have ſhut their Eyes againſt 

this Truth, they expect their Meſtah 

ſhould appear in another manner than 

our Saviour did, not in the Form of a 

Servant, meek and lowly, riding upon 

an Als, attended with no better a Train 

than a {ew ignorant Fiſhermen, but as a 

mighty Conqueror, that he ſhould come 

in great Pomp and Splendor, as David 

propheſicd of him, A Kings fhall fall vial. 72. 

down before him, all Nations Hall do bim ”_ 

Service. 

It cannot enter into their Hearts to 

_ conceive, how the Afflictions of Chriſt, 

the Poverty, Shame and Affronts he was 

expoſed to, and the cruel, ignominious 

Death which he ſuffered, can ever be re- 

conciled with thoſe CharaQters which 

the Prophets give of the Mefrah, that 
he ſhould be a Victorious Prince, whoſe 

Dom:nion ſhould endure throughout all 

Ages. 

"Therefore Chriſt crucify 'd (fays | SIN 
Paul) is to the Jews a ſtumbling Block, 23- 
and to the Grecks Fooliſhneſs. The one 
looks upon it as contrary to the Scrip- 
tures, the _ as an abſurd thing a- 

= 
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— 


Dis cou 
gainſt all Senſe and Reaſon, that the Sa- 
viour of the World, the Redeemer of 
Mankind, ſhould be uſed with fo much 
Contempt and Cruelty. 

But to us whn believe, all this is a 


A8 E II. 


a2 manifeſt Proof and Effect of the Pow- 


Chriſt himſelf requires of us, be it with 


Nat. 10. 


er and Wiſdom of God. The Sufferings 
of Chriſt are ſo far from being any 

ound of Shameto us, that as he there- 
_—_— our Salvation, ſo are we 
obliged openly to confeſs him, and to 
own our ſelves to be the Servants! and 
Diſciples of a crucify'd Redeemer. This 


never ſo much Hazard of our 'Temporal 
Peace and Safety, Whoſoever ſhall con- 
feſs me before Men, bim will I confeſs le- 
fore my Father which. is in Heaven, but 
whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, bim 
will ] alſo deny before my Father which is 
in Heaven ; and S. Paul tells us to the 
fame . With the Heart Man be- 
lieveth unto Righteouſneſs, and with the 
Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. 
We have all the Reaſon in the World 
to be fully fatisfy'd, and . ſet· 
tled in this Fundamental Article of our 
Faith, That FJeſas is the true Meſſah, 
not only from the Completion of all 


the ancient Propheſies in him, but like. 


wiſe 
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wiſe from the Teſtimonies that are given 
of him in the Goſpel. This is he to 
whom Fobn the Baptiſt pointed, when he 
ſaid, Behold the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the Sins of the World. The Angel 
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Gabriel bore Witneſs of him, both to the 
High Prieſt Zecbariab, and to the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin his Mother. God himſeif 


publickly own'd him for his Son by a 
Voice from Heaven, and by the vilible 
Preſence of the holy Spirit, deſcending 
in the Bodily Shape of a Dove upon 
him, and proclaiming, This is my well- 
deloved Son, in whom I amwell-pleaſed. 
Tis needleſs to mention the Teſtimo- 
ny of Men, after that of God and of 
his Angels ; otherwiſe we might appeal 
to the Homage paid him by the Wile 
| Men of the Eaſt, who were conducted 
by a Star to the Place where the young 
Child lay, or to the Propheſies of Si- 
meon and Anna, which we meet with in 


be brought to teſtifie of him, who pub- 
lickly preach'd this Doctrin to the World, 


That Feſus is the Meſſiah, the Son of 


the Living God ; and were ready to lay 
down their Lives, and many of them 
actually did fo in Confirmation of the 
Truth of it. 


the Goſpel, or his own Diſciples might Luke 2. 


„ 
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All which Teſtimonies duly conſide- 


red and attended to, are a ſure Defence 
and Shield to us ag 


ainſt rhe ſubtileſt At- 
tempts of Men or Devils, that ſhould 


go about to ſhake or undermine our 


Faith: We know, that as God is true, ſo 
certain it is that Chriſt Jeſus, who was 
born of the Virgin Mary, by the ſole 
Operation ” the holy Spi- 
rit, without the help of Man, is the 
Saviour of the World, the true and E- 


ternal Son of God. 


But amongſt thoſe who agree in this 
Truth, there are yet various Opinions 
concerning his Nature , from whence 
have ſprung innumerable Hereſies, and 
damnable Doctrines, to the great Scandal 
and Prejudice of the Chriſtian Religion. 

It may not therefore be improper 
or unſeaſonable in this Place, to ſhew 
what the true Notion of Chrilt is, ac- 
cording to the Judgment of the Church 
of God, grounded upon the plain Senſe 
and Monag of the holy Scriptures. 

There are Two principal Hereſies op- 
poſite to the Doctrine of the Church 
concerning this Matter; one is that of 
the Marcionites, who make the Nature 
of Chriſt to be one only, denying that 
he was born in the Fleſh, or that he was 

perfect 


B__ 
w- 


perfect Man, the other that of the Ar- 

rians, who deny him to be perſect God, 

of the fame Nature and Subſtance with 

the Father; againſt both theſe we affirm, 

That Chriſt has two Natures, the Di- 

vine and Human, that he is both perſect 

God, and perfect Man. 
Which Doctrine is either grounded 

upon cvident Proof, and expreſs Decla- 

ration of God's Word, or is necetlarily 

inferred from the Hiſtorical Account 

which the Goſpel gives us of our Savi- 

our's Lite, and allo from the End and 

Purpoie of his coming into the World, 

he could not have finiſh'd the Work 

which his Father gave him to do, unleſs 

he was truly and perfectly both God 

and Man. 

Iſt. The Truth of this Doctrine ap- 

pears from tac expreſs Declaration of holayr 

Scripture. S. Jobs tells us, The Word was John 1.14. 

made Fleſb; that is, the Second Perſon of 

the Trinity was made Man; for he tells us, 

the Word was with God, and the Word was ver. 1. 

God. And S. Paul affirms the fame 

thing, God ſent his own Son in the Lite- Rom. 8. 3. 

neſs of Sinful Fleſh. And again, though 

he were in the Form of God, and thought puil. 2. 


it no Robbery (no aſſuming undue Ho- 
nours to himſelf) to be equal with God, 
„ 
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yet be took upon him the Form of a Servant, 
and was made in the Likeneſs of Men, and 
in the Text he delivers it as the great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, that God was mani- 
1 Tim. 2. feſt in the Fleſh. There is (ſays he) but 
. one Mediator between God and May, the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus. 
2dly, The two diſtin&t Natures in 
Chriſt, the Divine and Human, are as 
neceſſarily infer d from the Hiſtorical Ac- 
count we have of his Life and Actions 
in the Holy Goſpel. That he was per- 
ſect Man, endued with a reaſonable Soul, 
appears from the various Paſſions which 
he expreſs d of Grief, Joy, Indignation 
Pity, as proper Occaſions oftered them- 
ſelves for them; beſides, he reaſoned and 
converſed, and is ſaid to have increaſed 


in Wiſdom like other Men. 
That he had really and truly the Bo- 
dy of a Man, is alt as evident, 


from the Properties and Neceſſit ies that 
were common to his, with all other 
. John human Bodies. Our Hands (ſays S. Jahn) 
tt: bave bandled the Nord of Life. And our 
Saviour, after his Reſurrection, ap- 

peals to the Senſes of S. Thomas, 
reach bither thy Finger, and behold my 
John 20. Hands, and reach hither thy Hand and 
** thruſt it into my Side; a 
Hand, 
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Hands and my Feet, that it is I my ſelf, une 24. 
handle me and ſee; for a ſpirit bath not 39. 
fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have: And 
when be bad thus ſpoken, be ſhewed them hir 
bands and bis Feet. 

Moreover, he was ſubject to the ſame 
kind of Neceſſities and Infirmities that 
we our felves are; his Body was capa- 
ble of being bruiſed and wounged as ours 
are; it was nouriſhd, refreſh'd and ſup- 
ported, as all other living Creatures are, 
by Food and Sleep ; it had Appetites of 
Thirſt and Hunger, and a Senſe of Pain; 1 
and what is an undeniable Proof of the = 
Manhood of Chriſt, he ſuffered Death 7 


And in this reſpect he is lycalld | 
in Scripture, the ſon of man; and his De- [ 


ſcent is derived from Devid, by Joſeph his 
reputed Father ; and he was really and 
truly conceiv'd of the Bleſſed Virgin. 

But in reſpect of the Miracles which 
he wrought, and that by his own Power, 
ſuch as caſting out Devils, healing thoſe 
that were ſick of the moſt incurable 
Diſeaſes, commanding the Winds and 
the Seas, and walking upon the Waters, | 
he ſhew'd himſelf to be as truly God. 3 
And indeed, if he were not ſo, what 4 


horrid Blaſphemy had he been juſtly 
+ charge- 


Lene eke 


10. diſtinct in him. In St. 
tells us, I and my father are one; that is, 


Perſe 28. Subſtance. But in the x4th. of St. Fobn, 


Saviour s 


Partaker of both Natures, he could not 


God, . 4 
But a very our Saviour s own 
Words, vi dee al Controverſie con- 


cerning the Two Natures that are really 
Johns Goſpel he 


we are the fame in Nature, Power and 


ather (lays he) is greater than 7; 
Erna of Neceſlity there muſt be a 
Nature in Chriſt, n ecipect whereol, he 
- I 4 4 

wou d be impoſſible to 
Two Places with one another. 
But 3dly, The End and Purpoſe of our 
into the World, did re- 
quire that one and the fame Perſon ſhould 
be both God and Man: Had he not been 


have been our Mediator and our Saviour; 


| he could not have taken upon him the 


Sins of Mankind, nor have made Satisfa- 
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ction to his Father's Juſtice for them, by 
undergoing Death for all Men, which is 
the juſt Wages and Puniſhmeat of Sin. 
And there is this unſ Advan- 
tage to all good Chriſtians, from the In- 
carnation of the Son of God; his taking 
our Fleſh upon him, and carrying it with 
kim inns cho kicked Maycuns, raiſes and 
enlivens our 
Confidence in him, that he will alſo take 
us (if we faithfully ſerve him) into the 
ſame Place whither he himſelf (the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation) is gone before, to 
take Poſſeſſion of thoſe Manſions, which 
with the _ of his Blood, he hath 
or us. 


Hand of God, to receive the Prayers of 
the Faithful, to preſent their Neceſſities 
to his Father, and to interceed with him 


And now that be bend on the Right 
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and gives us an holy. 


for them, how great Encouragement does 


it afford to a devout, humble Soul, to 
r di, and 
to ſhew him her Trouble What Bold- 


Addreſſes to him, to conſider that he is 


2s truly Man, as we our ſelves are! that 
he was once cloathed with our Infirmiries, 


and muſt needs therefore have Compaſſi- 
on for us, Wr 
2 


neſs does it give his Servants in their 


” a 3 
6: > k — — — — — . . 
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ture, of what Dignity or Excellency ſo- 


given Sins, nor have juſtified thoſe that 


Dis couxs E XI. 


He was made like unto us in all things, 
ing that he was free from Sin. 
But though the Human Nature in 
Chriſt was neceſſary for the 
ing many Parts of the Office of Media- 
tor, yet it was not ſufficient for the 
whole, it was equally neceſſary that the 
Divine Nature 1d be united in the 
ſame Perſon with it. For a meer Crea- 


ever it were, could never have vanquiſh'd 
the Power of Hell, nor have purchaſed 
Salvation for us ; it could not have for- 


are ſincerely Penitent. That which is De- 


penc ant upon another for its own Life and 
Being, cannot be thought able to reſtore 


its Fellow-Creature from Death ” Life, 
2 Bur 


or to beſtow Eternal Life upon 
theſe are chief Parts of the Mciator's Of- 
fice, which Chriſt was therefore enabled 
to execute becauſe he u as the Son of God, 


begotten from all Eternity. God own'd 
him as ſuch 


by a Voice from Heaven, 
and declared hirnſelf to be Well. pleaſed in 
him, that is, fully reconcifd to Mankind, 
through his Merits and Mediation. 


Thus it appears from Holy Scripture, 
by compari 


paring the Propheſies of the Old 
Teſtament, with the Circumſtances con- 
| cerning 
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cerning our Saviour in the New, that he 
1s the true Meſſiah, the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the Sins of the World. 
It has allo been proved from Scripture, 
and from the Reaſon and End of his Ja- 
carnation, that he is perfect God, as well 
as perfect Man; of the ſame Nature and 


8 22 in reſpect of 


his God-Head, and of the ſame Nature 
with us Men, in reſpect of the reaſonable 
Soul and Fleſh which he took unto him. 
But that our Gratitude may be exci- 
ted as it ought to be towards our Re- 
deemer, to pay him the Tribute of Praiſe 
and Thankigiving , of Worſhip, Adora- 
tion and Faithful Obedience, which are 
moſt juſtly due ro him, ir will be neceſ- 
ſary for us, frequently to call to Mind, 
1 pon thoſe wonderful Bene- 
fits and Advantages which we receive 
from his Incarnarton. OY 1 
The happy Change which t Son 
God, as he * ung; the Fleſh, 
| hath wrought for us, w appear 
looking back upon that wretched 44 
the whole Race of Mankind was in, be- 
fore his coming into the World, and com- 
paring it with the Bleſſedneſs we are now 
made capable of, if we will ſubmit our 
| 66 
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Eph. 8. 8. This is done by St. Paul; Te were once darkneſs, 
Tit. 3. 3. but now are ye light in the Lord. And again, 


aas from St. Peter; Chriſt 


7 — — 


Discounst IL 


775 . 8 
us Chriſt our Saviour : That 
2— e 
he hope "of eternal liſe. We have the 4 
99 preſent and Condition 
himſelſ aur fins in 
on the tree, that we being dead to 
ſon, live unto righteous by whoſe 
ſtripes are were As going 
9, ht re nw Talat d and 


Biſbop of your ſouls. And at the gth Verſe, He 


his own 


| bak made a _ Cm a * 
* 


— few 4 aifes e call. 
22 
The Scriptures do in many Places teſtiſie 
to us the unſpeakable Mercy of God in his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus, that inſtead of Children of 


Wrath, and of Veſſels and appoint- 
ed to ever De through him, 
he hath made us Heirs of his Glory, and ali 


this, without any Merit on our Part, 
we were yet Enemies to him, 


whilſt 
and had rendred 
our ſelves odious and abominable by our Sins. 

But that we may the more fully and clearly 
perceive 
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what Priviledges and Benefits have 
| —— to us, from God being manifeſted 
in our let us conſider farther what was 
the End or Deſign which induced him to take 
our Nature upon him; he could not propoſe to 


himſelf any Honour or Intereſt by it: As he is 
God, his Nature is le of receiving any 
Increaſe of Glory or Ha It was there- 


fore purely for — became þ 
to deliver us out of the Hands of our 
Enemies, to enlighten our Minds with ſuch 
Truths as concern our Salvation, to call us to 
Repentance, and thereupon to reconcile us to 
his heavenly Father, by paying the 
wa on aten 
* a Propitiation 

by offering himſelf up a Sacrifice upon the 
Croſs. He died that curſed Death, to free us 
from the Curſe of the Law, and make us Heirs 


jr Jaan mane x ue oy ak he 10. 
He invites the weary and beavy laden, to come un- 
him, promiſing that he will give them ref. 


deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
great Ends for which Chriſt 
was ſent into the World; and as in him God 
has ſhewn forth his Mercy and loving Kindneſs 
towards us, above all that we could ask or 
think, ſo let us ſincerely endeavour to make 
ſuch Returns of Duty and Obedience, as may 
expreſs the Senſe we have of his infinite Good- 
neſs, and may beſt anſwer the End for which it 
was intended by our Father. Let us 
ſhew forth his Praiſes with our Lips, but much 


of eternal Life. He tells us of himſelf, The Son Luke 19. 


us, That for this purpoſe be xJoh. 3.8. 


Discourss II. 

j cine ene iis cet Coumadin: whilſt 

= we confeſs Chriſt with our Mouths, let us be- 
lieve in him and ſerve him with our 
and glorife him by the Fruit of Works. 
Let us receive him as he is the Truth, follow 
him as he is che Way; that ſo we may be made 


Partakers of him, who is the Source and 
Fountain of eternal Life. 


Let us always be mindful of that Bondage 
fromwhich Chriſt hasdeliver'd us leaſt if we 
| fall under it again, our Condition ſhould be- 
| come more deſperate than it was before he re- 
deemed us. Let us take heed that our Good- 

neſs be not like that of Ephraim or of Judah, 
Hoſca6. 4. Which Goerh away as the morning cloud, or as the 
eas. TheScripture pronounces thoſe on- 
- ouly, happy; who continue to the End : Be 
Rev. unn uns l, (ſays the Spixit: of Chriſt) 
and I will give thee « crown of ti 
EN - But if any Afar purterh his hand to the Plough 

- end boketh back, that is, returns to his former 
wicked Courſes, be is nor fit for the kingdom of god. 


There beloved br and 
1 7 


always 
Lord, and fo e may be well that your 
labour ſhall nat be invain in the Lord. For as God 
by being manifeſted in the Fleſh, made himſelf 
Partaker of our frail, human ſoif we 
imitate the Pattern he hath ſet us of Purity 


. from — Dead, — 
qui de tee eee 


